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Background:

The Next Steps on the NHS Five Year Forward View (5YFV) was published on 31 March 
2017. This plan explains how the 5YFV’s goals will be implemented over the next two 
years. Urgent and Emergency Care (UEC) is one of the NHS’ main national service 
improvement priorities, with focus on improving national Accident and Emergency 
performance whilst making access to services clearer for patients. One element of the UEC 
section of the 5YFV is “Roll-out of standardised new ‘Urgent Treatment Centres’".

The Attribute "EMERGENCY CARE DEPARTMENT TYPE" will be uplifted at the next 
version of Commissioning Data Set Type 011 Emergency Care, to amend the National 
Code values to support the introduction of Urgent Treatment Centres.

Currently all Urgent Treatment Centres are classed as "EMERGENCY CARE 
DEPARTMENT TYPE" National Code '03'.

This Data Dictionary Change Notice (DDCN) updates the NHS Data Model and Dictionary 
as follows:

• Adds a new NHS Business Definition "Urgent Treatment Centre"
• Adds a note to Data Element "EMERGENCY CARE DEPARTMENT TYPE"
• Adds a note to Attribute "EMERGENCY CARE DEPARTMENT TYPE".

To view a demonstration on "How to Read an NHS Data Model and Dictionary Change 
Request", visit the NHS Data Model and Dictionary help pages at: 
http://www.datadictionary.nhs.uk/Flash_Files/changerequest.htm.

Note: if the web page does not open, please copy the link and paste into the web browser.

Summary of changes:
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Supporting Information
URGENT TREATMENT CENTRE New Supporting Information

Attribute Definitions
EMERGENCY CARE DEPARTMENT TYPE Changed Description

Data Elements
EMERGENCY CARE DEPARTMENT TYPE Changed Description

Date: 19 March 2019
Sponsor: Alex Elias, Information Representation Services Director, NHS Digital

Note: New text is shown with a blue background. Deleted text is crossed out. Retired text is 
shown in grey. Within the Diagrams deleted classes and relationships are red, changed 
items are blue and new items are green. 

URGENT TREATMENT CENTRE

Change to Supporting Information: New Supporting Information

An Urgent Treatment Centre (UTC) is an Emergency Care Department.

Urgent Treatment Centres are Community and Primary Care facilities providing access to 
urgent care for a local population.

All Urgent Treatment Centres are classed as EMERGENCY CARE DEPARTMENT 
TYPE National Code 'Other type of A&E/minor injury ACTIVITY with designated 
accommodation for the reception of accident and emergency PATIENTS. The department 
may be doctor led or NURSE led and treats at least minor injuries and illnesses and can be 
routinely accessed without APPOINTMENT. A SERVICE mainly or entirely APPOINTMENT
based (for example a GP Practice or Out-Patient Clinic) is excluded even though it may 
treat a number of PATIENTS with minor illness or injury. Excludes NHS walk-in centres'.

For further information on Urgent Treatment Centres see the NHS England website at: 
Urgent Treatment Centres.

This supporting information is also known by these names: 
Context Alias

alsoknownas UTC

plural Urgent Treatment Centres
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EMERGENCY CARE DEPARTMENT TYPE

Change to Attribute: Changed Description

The type of  Emergency Care Department.

The EMERGENCY CARE DEPARTMENT TYPE definitions will be updated at the next 
iteration of DCB0092-2062: Commissioning Data Sets: Emergency Care Data Set, to 
amend the National Code values to support the introduction of Urgent Treatment Centres.

National Codes:

01 Emergency departments are a CONSULTANT led 24 hour service with full 
resuscitation facilities and designated accommodation for the reception of 
accident and emergency PATIENTS

02 Consultant led mono specialty accident and emergency service (e.g. 
ophthalmology, dental) with designated accommodation for the reception of 
PATIENTS

03 Other type of A&E/minor injury ACTIVITY with designated accommodation for the 
reception of accident and emergency PATIENTS. The department may be doctor 
led or NURSE led and treats at least minor injuries and illnesses and can be 
routinely accessed without APPOINTMENT. A SERVICE mainly or entirely 
APPOINTMENT based (for example a GP Practice or Out-Patient Clinic) is 
excluded even though it may treat a number of PATIENTS with minor illness or 
injury. Excludes NHS walk-in centres

04 NHS walk in centres
05 Ambulatory Emergency Care Service *
05 Ambulatory Emergency Care Service. Note this is only valid for piloting purposes 

in the CDS V6-2-1 Type 011 - Emergency Care Commissioning Data Set / CDS 
V6-2-2 Type 011 - Emergency Care Commissioning Data Set and must not be 
submitted in the CDS V6-2 Type 010 - Accident and Emergency Commissioning 
Data Set.

* Note that National Code 05 is only valid for piloting purposes in the CDS V6-2-1 Type 011 
- Emergency Care Commissioning Data Set / CDS V6-2-2 Type 011 - Emergency Care 
Commissioning Data Set and must not be submitted in the CDS V6-2 Type 010 - Accident 
and Emergency Commissioning Data Set.

EMERGENCY CARE DEPARTMENT TYPE

Change to Data Element: Changed Description

Format/Length: an2
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National Codes: See EMERGENCY CARE DEPARTMENT TYPE
Default Codes:

Notes:
EMERGENCY CARE DEPARTMENT TYPE is the same as attribute EMERGENCY CARE 
DEPARTMENT TYPE. 

The EMERGENCY CARE DEPARTMENT TYPE definitions will be updated at the next 
iteration of DCB0092-2062: Commissioning Data Sets: Emergency Care Data Set, to 
amend the National Code values to support the introduction of Urgent Treatment Centres.

For enquiries about this Change Request, please email information.standards@nhs.net
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