
Type: Data Dictionary Change Notice
Reference: 1833
Version No: 1.0
Subject: Supporting Definition for Impairment Harmonised 

Standard
Effective Date: Immediate
Reason for Change: Supporting Definition for Impairment Harmonised 

Standard
Publication Date: 17 August 2021

Background:

This Data Dictionary Change Notice (DDCN) introduces a supporting definition for the 
Impairment Harmonised Standard in the NHS Data Model and Dictionary. 

A short demonstration is available which describes "How to Read an NHS Data Model and 
Dictionary Change Request", in an easy to understand screen capture including a voice 
over and readable captions. This demonstration can be viewed at: 
https://datadictionary.nhs.uk/elearning/Change_Request/index.html.

Note: if the web page does not open, please copy the link and paste into the web browser. 
A guide to how to use the demonstration can be found at: Demonstrations.

Summary of changes:

Supporting Information
IMPAIRMENT HARMONISED STANDARD New Supporting Information
SUPPORTING DEFINITIONS MENU Changed Description

Date: 17 August 2021
Sponsor: Nicholas Oughtibridge, Head of Information Standards Architecture, NHS Digital

Note: New text is shown with a blue background. Deleted text is crossed out. Retired text is 
shown in grey. Within the Diagrams deleted classes and relationships are red, changed 
items are blue and new items are green. 
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IMPAIRMENT HARMONISED STANDARD

Change to Supporting Information: New Supporting Information

The Impairment Harmonised Standard describes the types of physical or mental health 
impairment affecting a PERSON which significantly impacts their ability to undertake 
particular functions.

An impairment with significant impact lasting 12 months or more is a DISABILITY.

The Impairment Harmonised Standard is consistent with the definitions and guidelines in 
UK legislation, including the Equality Act 2010 in Great Britain (GB).

The Impairment Harmonised Standard is utilised to enable visibility of Reasonable 
Adjustments required to enable a PATIENT to access SERVICES within:

• Clinical systems
• Administrative systems
• NHS Spine (accessible via the Summary Care Record application (SCRa) or through 

future integrated systems).

This is to indicate DISABILITY and impairment in the systems in relation to (but not limited 
to) the Equality Act 2010 and the approved Information Standard DAPB4019: Flagging of 
Reasonable Adjustment.

For further information on the Reasonable Adjustment Flag functionality on the NHS Spine 
(utilising Summary Care Record application or future integrated systems), see the NHS 
Digital website at: Reasonable Adjustment Flag.

For further information on the Impairment Harmonised Standard, see the Government 
Statistical Service (GSS) website at: Impairment Harmonised Standard website.

SUPPORTING DEFINITIONS MENU

Change to Supporting Information: Changed Description

• Main Menu

• NHS Business Definitions
• Supporting Information

Supporting Definitions:
• 18 Weeks
• Accessible Information
• Assistive Technology
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• Automatic Identification and Data Capture
• Care Programme Approach
• Children's Nursing
• Children Act 2004
• Choose and Book
• Community Treatment Order
• Community Treatment Order Recall
• Contract Monitoring
• Data Dictionary Change Notice
• Data Dictionary for Care
• Data Landing Portal
• Data Processing Services
• Data Services for Commissioners
• Delen
• Department
• Department for Work and Pensions Overseas Healthcare Team
• Discharge After Patient Did Not Attend
• e-Government Interoperability Framework
• Elective Admission
• Electronic Staff Record
• Electronic Staff Record Data Warehouse
• eMED3 Fit Note
• European Economic Area
• Fast Healthcare Interoperability Resources
• Fever Nursing
• Government Data Standards Catalogue
• GS1 Application Identifier (Global)
• GS1 Application Identifier (Internal)
• GS1 Global Service Relation Number
• Healthcare Resource Group
• HES Data Dictionary
• Hospital Episode Statistics
• Impairment Harmonised Standard
• Information Standards and Collections (Including Extraction)
• Information Standards Board for Health and Social Care
• Information Standards Notice
• Integrated Care System
• International Esophageal Database
• Internet Enabled Therapy Activity Log
• Laboratory
• Learning Disabilities Nursing
• Market Forces Factor
• Mental Health Care Cluster Super Class
• Mental Health Currency Model
• Mental Health Nursing
• Mental Health Resource Group
• National Casemix Office
• National Health Service (Overseas Visitors Hospital Charging Regulations)
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• National Health Service Act 2006
• National Tariff Payment System
• Neonatal Critical Care Unit
• Neonatal Unit
• NHS Continuing Healthcare Local Appeal
• NHS Continuing Healthcare Local Resolution
• NHS Data Model and Dictionary Service
• NHS England (Region)
• NHS Standard Contract
• Non-Contract Activity
• Organisation Data Service
• Overseas Visitor Treatment Portal
• Patient Level Information Costing
• Personal Demographics Service
• Point of Delivery
• Primary Care Network
• Reasonable Adjustment
• Reciprocal Healthcare Agreement
• Restrictive Intervention Incident
• Rupture of Membranes
• S2
• Secondary Uses Service
• Special Education Needs
• Standardisation Committee for Care Information
• Strategic Data Collection Service
• Strategic Data Collection Service in the Cloud
• Sustainability and Transformation Partnership
• Technology Reference Data Update Distribution (TRUD)
• Terminology and Classifications Delivery Service
• Transforming Care

For enquiries about this Change Request, please email information.standards@nhs.net
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