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The following papers were considered by the Committee:
· papers for Licence Committee (16 pages)

· no papers were tabled.

1.   The papers for this item were presented by Vicki Lamb, HFEA Inspector. Dr Lamb informed the Committee that the centre would be using a generic consent form and genetic patient information which had already received approval by the HFEA. She described the condition to the Committee, explaining that it is very rare, with the patients’ son being only the second confirmed case. The condition is an error of metabolism which effects the development of the fetus and leads to multiple physical malformations including heart and brain defects. It is a recessive genetic condition, and its effects are very serious and even life threatening.

2.  Dr Lamb also drew the Committee’s attention to the fact that the peer reviewer of the application recommended that it be approved.

3.  The Committee noted the peer review of the application and agreed that Beta Hydroxyisobuyryl CoA Hydrolase Deficiency represents a serious genetic disorder.
4.  The Committee was satisfied that a licence should be granted to carry out PGD for the avoidance of the condition: Beta Hydroxyisobuyryl CoA Hydrolase Deficiency, being a practice designed to secure that embryos are in a suitable condition to be placed in a woman (Schedule 2 paragraph 1(1)(d) of the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 1990) and agreed that this is necessary or desirable for the purpose of providing treatment services (Schedule 2 paragraph 1(3) of the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 1990).

5.  The Committee decided to vary the centre’s licence to add PGD for the avoidance of Beta Hydroxyisobuyryl CoA Hydrolase Deficiency.
Signed……………………………………. …   Date………………..

Walter Merricks (Chair)
