Q: I applied for more than one programme, can I enrol in multiple programmes if my applications are successful?
A:  You can only be enrolled in one programme at a time, if have applied for more than one Extended Learning Opportunity (ELO) programme and have been offered multiple opportunities then you can only accept one offer and must decline the others. If you are currently undertaking an ELO you would need to withdraw from your current programme to undertake a new one. 
Q: I applied for a programme last year but was unsuccessful, do I need to submit a new application form this year?
A:  If you are still considered a doctor or dentist in training and anticipate being employed by the LET for the full duration of the programmes, we would be delighted to consider your application.  In this case, we would suggest that you refresh the application that you made last year and submit confirmation from your TPD of continued support for this year’s application.
Q: I am due to complete my training, am I eligible to apply? 
A: At the start of studies (August/September 2026) an applicant must be a current doctor or dentist in training employed by the Lead Employer Trust (LET) within the North East and North Cumbria for the full duration of the programme. Check the specific programme eligibility requirements for your training level as they do vary. 
Q: Will undertaking the learning opportunities extend my training? 
A: All leadership programmes are to be completed in your own time and therefore do not require additional training time. FPT programmes are conducted during clinical training time and is designed to not extend your training. As the programmes are in addition to your formal training programme, we ask for written support from your TPD or HOS. As part of the application, Postgraduate Doctors or Dentists must have an appropriate statement of support from their Training Programme Director (TPD)  or Head of School (HOS) confirming that they are in a position to undertake the course and have the appropriate support.
Q: Will there be protected learning time for the programmes? 
A: The leadership programme is intended to be completed in your own time and at the same time continuing with your training programme. Study leave can be applied for, to support any face to face elements of the programme. The FPT programmes are given protected time to undertake their FPT work. 
Q: My TPD is on annual leave, can I submit an application form in their absence? 
A: Unfortunately, we can only accept applications which have received approval from your TPD or Head of School, this can be in the form of a letter or via email directly from your TPD or Head of School to england.educationsupport.ne@nhs.net. If your TPD is on annual leave then you should look to gain permission from your Head of School.
Q: I am rotating shortly and I am unsure who my TPD or mentor will be. Can I submit an application with the support of my current TPD and mentor? 
A: You will need to have agreement from the placement that you will be working in at the time the programme is undertaken to ensure you can meet all the programme requirements and have evidence of support from your Training Programme Director or Head of School confirming your suitability for the programme. It would not be possible for your current supervisor to approve your application for a programme in a different unit. Your SPC will be able to advise you who your TPD or mentor will be. 
Q: Who can I put down as my mentor? 
A: A Workplace Mentor will vary from programme to programme but is usually a supervisor or TPD and should be willing to provide pastoral support including helping the individual identify suitable workplace learning opportunities and contribute to any progress review process. The workplace mentor is only a recommendation for the medical education programmes.  
Q: I am currently OOP, am I eligible to apply? 
A: It depends who your employer is whilst you are on OOP. You must be employed by the LET for the duration of the ELO programme. 
Q: Do I have to apply for funding separately, and is this something that should be done in advance? 
A: These programmes are fully funded by NHSE Education North East and so if you are successful in your application to us, then you do not need to apply for funding.
Q: I am currently enrolled in an Extended Learning Opportunity programme but would like to apply for another?
A:  You can only be enrolled in one programme at a time, if you would to change to another programme then you will need to resign from the programme you are currently enrolled in before accepting an offer from another programme.



