
Inspection of 4 Street Nursery
Fore Street, Eastcote HA5 2HX

Inspection date: 21 February 2020

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children arrive at the nursery with very positive attitudes to learning. They have 
access to a rich and varied curriculum which keeps them highly motivated to learn. 
Language development features highly in the educational programme. Staff use a 
range of highly effective strategies to support children with speech and language 
delay, as well as those who speak English as an additional language. For instance, 
when reading to children, staff work extremely well together to bring stories to life. 
They are successful in evoking children's curiosity and emotions. This was shown, 
for example, by young children who giggled and squealed happily as they listened 
to the story about a bear. The teaching of mathematics is equally strong. For 
example, during an activity, children demonstrate their excellent knowledge of 
numbers as they measure accurately in centimetres. Children benefit greatly from 
the outstanding focus placed on supporting their emotional needs. This is 
particularly evident when children and families face difficulties. The expectations 
for what children know and can achieve are exceptionally high. Children, including 
those with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND), make rapid and 
sustained progress in their development. They are safe and emotionally secure, 
resulting in superb behaviour. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The highly experienced manager and dedicated staff work extremely hard 
together to maintain the high-quality provision.

n Staff observe and assess children's progress very well. They show a 
comprehensive knowledge of children's individual learning and development 
needs. The support for all children, including those with SEND, is highly 
effective. This inclusive approach helps all children to achieve their full potential. 

n Children engage in thought-provoking activities to consolidate their 
understanding, for example about growth, decay and changes over time. They 
are developing excellent drawing and writing skills in preparation for school. 

n Children build on and extend their understanding of their surroundings. For 
example, during an activity, they learn about worms and use their superb 
vocabulary to describe what they see. This leads children to ask staff intriguing 
questions such as 'How do worms play?' and 'Do worms sleep?' Staff use digital 
resources to great effect, which enables children to find answers to their 
questions. 

n Staff provide children with many opportunities to develop their independence 
skills. As a result, even the youngest children take responsibility for their 
personal needs. The older ones are equally self-sufficient. 

n In the outdoor area, children climb, run and jump confidently to test their 
varying physical skills. They work extremely well together, taking turns and 
sharing resources of their own accord. Children's behaviour is excellent. 
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n The manager is realistic and constructive in the way she manages staff, 
including their workload. She offers staff targeted supervision and coaching, 
which encourages them to reflect on their practice and consider how they can 
enhance their knowledge. Appropriate measures are taken, for example to tackle 
rare cases of under-performance. This ensures children receive the best possible 
teaching and care. 

n Staff attend a wealth of training events, including how to manage children's 
behaviour more effectively. As a result of this, children learn to use the language 
of emotions in a range of situations to express themselves. 

n The self-evaluation process is evident. The manager continues to identify further 
areas for development. For example, she plans to continue a project with the 
local care home to provide children with experiences to enrich their learning. 

n Partnerships with parents and other professionals are extremely strong. Staff 
share a wealth of information with parents from the outset to establish a highly 
consistent approach. They work closely with other professionals to give children 
the best possible learning experiences. Parents and other professionals, such as 
the senior leaders at the local school, are very complimentary of the nursery.  

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager has put in place effective policies and procedures that are well 
understood by all staff in the nursery. This includes how to manage children's 
behaviour in a positive and sensitive manner. Staff, including those who are newly 
recruited, have a secure knowledge of safeguarding issues and the reporting 
procedures. They take prompt action to respond to any concerns about a child's 
welfare. There are thorough recruitment and induction processes to ensure staff 
are suitable for their roles. Staff supervise children well. Parents find that their 
children are extremely safe and secure at the nursery.  
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Setting details
Unique reference number 139078

Local authority Hillingdon 

Inspection number 10138004

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 45

Number of children on roll 53

Name of registered person Helen McIlrath Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP535232

Telephone number 01895 623288

Date of previous inspection 6 January 2016

Information about this early years setting

4 Street Nursery registered in 1992 and it is located in the London Borough of 
Hillingdon. The nursery is open from 8am until 6pm all year round, except for one 
week over the Christmas period. There are 22 staff members who work directly 
with the children; of these, one holds qualified teacher status and 18 hold relevant 
childcare qualifications from level 2 to level 4. The nursery receives funding for the 
provision of free early education for children aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Marisol Hernandez-Garn
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Inspection activities

n The inspector spent the majority of her time observing children's play, indoors 
and outdoors. She interacted with children at appropriate times during the 
inspection.   

n The inspector sampled documentation including children's records and staff 
suitability checks.  

n The inspector held discussions with the registered provider and the manager.
n The inspector spoke with parents to gain their views about the nursery. She also 

read written feedback from parents and other professionals.   
n The inspector conducted a learning walk with the manager to find out how they 

organise the early years curriculum. She and the manager carried out a joint 
observation of a group activity and assessed the impact this has on children's 
learning.  

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020

Inspection report: 4 Street Nursery
21 February 2020 6

http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

