
Inspection of All Saints Pre-School
The Clock Tower, Shaw Lodge Mill, Shaw Lodge, Suite F3, Halifax HX3 9ET

Inspection date: 25 March 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children thrive in this warm, friendly setting. Staff are caring towards the children 
and know all children very well. This helps to build strong and trusting 
relationships. Staff respond well to children's needs. For example, they offer 
cuddles when children are unsettled. Children are encouraged to be independent, 
such as taking off their own shoes and coat when they arrive. This helps to develop 
children's self-help skills. The environment is planned so that children can access 
their own resources. This helps children to take the lead in their own learning. 
From this, staff plan, organise and provide a curriculum that reflects children's 
interests and experiences. For example, a small-world barn is set up to encourage 
children to find chicks and to count eggs, in response to children's own experiences 
of having chicks at home.

Children make good progress in this setting. Leaders have a strong understanding 
of their curriculum and know what the next steps for children's learning should be. 
They support less-experienced members of staff in planning children's next steps 
well. Additional funding is spent effectively. This helps to ensure that children in 
need of additional help are provided with the support they need to make good 
progress. Children go on a range of trips into the local environment, such as to a 
bookshop and dance studio. This helps to further develop their knowledge and 
understanding of the wider world.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff extend children's learning effectively through a range of methods. As staff 
read stories to the children, for example, they skilfully question children about 
what they have heard and what they can see in the pictures. This helps to check 
their understanding and develop thinking skills. For instance, when children read 
about a party, they are questioned about what party food they would like at their 
own parties, and in what order they would eat it. When children are interested in 
a seed-planting activity, staff extend learning by using non-fiction books to 
develop children's knowledge of the growing process.

n Children's particular interests are exceptionally well supported and extended 
through carefully thought out adaptions to the provision. For example, numbers 
displayed reflect children's interests in higher numbers, and children are 
encouraged to identify these. When children show an interest in hospitals, 
appropriate resources are added to the role-play area.

n Staff develop children's language skills and vocabulary effectively. They ask a 
range of open-ended questions that encourage children to form sentences. They 
question children further to extend sentences. When staff recognise that some 
children do not know animal names, they introduce farm animals into the 
provision, naming the animals, which helps to extend their vocabulary.
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n Overall, children are engaged in their learning and staff provide effective support 
to all children. However, at times, such as when children move around the 
setting between activities, a few children become distracted and learning is 
disrupted. 

n Staff ensure that children learn to take turns and share. This is effectively 
modelled by staff and well embedded into group sessions. For example, children 
are provided with a small number of instruments to use at carpet time. They are 
encouraged to take it in turns to use them and, when they do so, are praised by 
staff. Children are encouraged to solve problems between themselves, to 
negotiate and take turns when using resources independently. This helps to 
prepare children well for their move to school.

n Partnerships with parents are effective. Staff keep parents well informed of their 
children's progress and seek their views through a variety of ways. Parents 
speak highly of the setting. They acknowledge the progress their children make, 
praise the communication with staff and value being consulted on their 
thoughts. In particular, parents value the support and advice staff provide and 
respect their knowledge and experiences. 

n Leaders have a good understanding of the setting's strengths and know how 
they can improve it further. They talk passionately about their plans and how 
they liaise with parents, charities and outside providers to help achieve them. 
Leaders ensure that staff access safeguarding training. Staff's good knowledge 
and safeguarding practices help to ensure children are kept safe. While staff are 
provided with opportunities for professional development to further improve their 
skills in delivering the curriculum, methods to check that staff are applying this, 
and it is having the desired impact on improving outcomes for children, are not 
yet fully embedded.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n ensure arrangements at transition times limit any disruption so that all children 
remain fully engaged in their learning  

n check that staff professional development is having a positive impact on 
improving the quality of curriculum delivery and outcomes for children.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2715686

Local authority Calderdale

Inspection number 10376307

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 20

Number of children on roll 20

Name of registered person All Saints Playgroup (Halifax) Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP523307

Telephone number 07772933851

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

All Saints Pre-School registered in November 2022 and operates in Halifax, 
Calderdale. The setting opens Monday to Friday during term time from 9am to 
2.30pm. It employs six members of staff, four of whom are at level 3, one is at 
level 4 and one is unqualified. It offers government funded places for two-, three- 
and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Emma Murphy-Keen

Inspection activities

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the pre-school and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The inspector and the manager carried out a joint observation of an activity.
n Parents and carers shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the pre-school.
n Children spoke with the inspector during the inspection.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: All Saints Pre-School
25 March 2025 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025

Inspection report: All Saints Pre-School
25 March 2025 6

http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

