
Inspection of Ashbourne Day Nursery 
at Padgate
Hilden Road, Padgate, Warrington WA2 0JP

Inspection date: 14 June 2024

Overall effectiveness Requires improvement

The quality of education Requires improvement

Behaviour and attitudes Requires improvement

Personal development Requires improvement

Leadership and management Requires improvement

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision requires improvement

Leaders have an accurate view of the strengths and next steps for the setting. 
They are committed to raising the quality of practice and education to a 
consistently good level. A programme of professional development has been put 
into place to support staff in their roles. However, these plans are in their infancy, 
and there are inconsistencies in staff practice and the implementation of the 
curriculum. 

Leaders have designed an aspirational, well-sequenced curriculum. However, they 
have not communicated to staff what they intend for children to learn during their 
time at the nursery. Staff know each child well and children benefit from 
experiences that reflect their interests across all areas of learning. However, when 
planning activities, staff do not consider children's current development in order to 
build on this effectively. Children prefer to spend their time engaged in free play 
and they quickly lose focus in planned activities. The progress that all children 
make is variable.

Staff welcome children with encouragement and enthusiasm as they arrive. They 
support children to feel safe and secure. Children eagerly go with staff to have their 
nappy changed and enjoy singing together. Children have formed good 
relationships with staff and each other. Babies giggle as staff tickle their faces with 
feathers. They roll balls to each other and clap with excitement. Staff help children 
learn positive behaviours. Children relish in completing jobs to help staff, such as 
shaking the tambourine to indicate it is tidy-up time. They use the sign for 'thank 
you' as staff pass them their drink. Older children demonstrate kind behaviours. 
They invite each other into their play and kindly pass food to their friends at 
mealtimes when they cannot reach the serving bowl.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff know their key children's interests and what they need to learn next. 
However, they do not use their knowledge of children's individual abilities to help 
them plan activities that are pitched at the correct level. As a result, while 
children eagerly join these activities, they quickly lose interest and wander away. 
Children do not consistently benefit from the planned activities on offer.

n Overall, staff support children's communication and literacy skills well. Lots of 
singing can be heard and children request their favourite songs and rhymes as 
they sing along with staff. Staff model new words as they interact with children 
and children repeat these in their play. However, staff are unclear about how to 
support some early literacy skills effectively. For example, staff do not accurately 
pronounce the sounds that letters represent when modelling this to children. 
This does not support children in preparation for later learning.
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n Staff promote children's growing independence. They encourage children to look 
in the mirror to help them wipe their own noses and then to wash their own 
hands. Staff support children to begin to serve their own meals. Young children 
access their own drinking water. However, at these times the setting's high 
expectations for hygiene are not consistently met. For example, when children 
freely access drinking water, they sometimes use other children's cups. While 
staff notice this and take action, they do not reflect effectively on how to 
organise drinking arrangements in a way that prevents and helps children to 
learn about cross-infection.

n Parents are positive about the care that their children receive at the setting. 
They have seen progress in their children's development since they started to 
attend. Parents value the communication they receive about their children's care 
needs. However, staff do not always provide parents with information about their 
children's development. Furthermore, they do not discuss with parents how they 
are using additional funding to support children's learning. This limits continuity 
between setting and home.

n Staff provide resources that support children to extend their own ideas. They 
use some of children's play to promote some learning. For example, children 
show great imagination as they collect pine cones and flowers outside. As they 
show what they have collected, staff encourage them to consider how many 
they might have. Children predict 80 as 'that is a big number'. Staff introduce 
new words, such as clover and daisy, as children mix all of their findings 
together and present staff with 'pine cone pie'. Children show high levels of 
curiosity during the times that they explore their own interests.

n Staff help children to understand their feelings. They read books to children 
about emotions and explore how the different characters might feel. When 
children become overwhelmed, staff offer a calm response and cuddles. Children 
are beginning to understand the language of feelings, which helps their 
emotional development.

n The setting provides children with a range of experiences to support their 
physical skills. However, lots of these experiences are incidental and do not link 
to what staff have identified as children's next steps in their physical 
development to promote consistently good and continuous progress. That said, 
children's basic physical skills are suitably promoted. Staff encourage babies to 
pull themselves to standing and to stack objects, laughing together as the 
objects fall. Children use their strength to push along wheelbarrows. They show 
high levels of confidence in their physical abilities. As children race with staff 
they shout, 'I am really fast'. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?
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To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage, the 
provider must:

Due date
ensure that staff's professional 
development precisely targets 
inconsistencies in practice to help raise 
the quality to a consistently good level

26/07/2024

implement a curriculum that is 
ambitious, well sequenced and has a 
clear intent for what children will learn.

26/07/2024

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n improve communication with parents so that they are clear about children's next 
steps in learning and how they can extend this at home.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2783431

Local authority Warrington

Inspection number 10348981

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 50

Number of children on roll 41

Name of registered person Ashbourne Day Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP901058

Telephone number 0800 699 0044

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Ashbourne Day Nursery at Padgate registered in 2024. The nursery is situated in 
Padgate, Warrington. It employs nine members of childcare staff. Of these, seven 
hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 or above. The nursery opens 
Monday to Friday, all year round. Sessions are from 8am to 6pm. The nursery 
provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rebecca Weston
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
leaders and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn.

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n Children communicated with the inspector during the inspection.
n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation during a group 

activity.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.
n The inspector spoke with the manager and seniors leaders about the leadership 

and management of the nursery.
n The inspector spoke to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The manager and a senior leader provided the inspectors with a sample of key 

documentation on request, including documentation to demonstrate the 
suitability of staff.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact on children's learning.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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