
Inspection of Bacton Under Fives
The Playcentre, c/o Bacton Community Primary School, Tailors Green, Bacton, 
Stowmarket, Suffolk IP14 4LL

Inspection date: 17 October 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children eagerly wave goodbye to their parents when greeted by the incredibly 
nurturing staff who know the children and parents so well. Staff have worked hard 
since their last inspection, to provide stimulating and engaging indoor and outdoor 
learning environment. They ignite children's fascination with the world around 
them. Neutral tones contribute to a calming atmosphere and the environment is 
now organised in a way that meets the needs of all children. Staff provide 
resources and activities around their interests, which means children are highly 
motivated and curious learners. Children enjoy dressing up as their favourite book 
character, joyously expressing themselves to music and making friendships.

Children are receiving consistently good-quality learning experiences across the 
nursery. A robust key-person system and regular assessments, means staff are 
effectively planning for children's individual next steps in learning. For instance, 
babies and children have endless opportunities to develop their physical skills. 
Through sensory activities, such as play dough and filling and pouring water into 
different containers, they develop strength in their hands to support their early 
writing skills. Children are extremely well-behaved. Staff consistently implement 
strategies to support their understanding of daily routines. When staff shake the 
tambourine, children stop and listen because they know what is expected of them. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The management committee and staff have worked hard to address the 
weaknesses raised at the last two inspections. They have worked closely with 
the local authority and implemented their advice well. They now have a clear 
outlook for the nursery's curriculum and ensure that all staff share and 
implement this vision. Consequently, children are making good progress in all 
areas of learning. 

n Staff appreciate how the management committee play an active role in the day-
to-day running of the nursery. This helps identify staff's training needs and their 
good role modelling helps improve the quality of teaching. The management 
team and the staff have completed a wide range of training and use their new 
knowledge well. Staff report excellent well-being.

n Staff follow children's lead to further their learning. For example, when children 
pick up a pretend spider off the shelf, staff intuitively introduce different size 
cardboard tubes. Children are extending their knowledge and thinking skills as 
they start to predict which tubes the spider will fit through. Staff introduce 
mathematic concepts, such as 'bigger' and 'smaller', that children start using to 
explain size and shape through their play. However, occasionally, staff do not 
always consider how they implement group activities to ensure younger children 
can remain focused and achieve their best learning outcomes. 
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n Babies and children develop a love of reading. Staff use books and plan activities 
around them that encompass the seven area of learning. Throughout the 
nursery, children regularly choose to sit and read a book for fun, independently 
or with others. As a result, children are broadening their knowledge, creativity 
and speech and language development. When staff have any concerns about 
delays in children's speech, they offer communication support groups and seek 
advice from relevant agencies.

n Children show respect for each other and spontaneously display kind behaviours. 
Staff provide consistent and meaningful praise for these actions, motivating 
children to repeat these positive behaviours. 

n There are improvements in the way mealtimes are organised. Toddlers thrive as 
they sit with their peers at the table, making mealtimes a sociable event and 
they practise using their spoon and fork to eat. Occasionally, staff do not ensure 
that snack time is consistently effective in supporting all children to consolidate 
good eating habits and become increasingly independent in their self-care 
needs.

n Children feel a sense of belonging, when choosing a weekly book to take home 
in their book bag. Parents report how this promotes further learning at home. 
Additionally, parents say they are extremely happy with daily communication 
they receive about their child's day. They applaud the dedicated staff who they 
say build trusting and caring attachments with their children. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n build on already good teaching and help staff to consider the arrangements for 
group activities to ensure all children remain focused and fully engaged in their 
learning

n support staff to deliver consistent mealtime routines that encourage children's 
independence in managing their self-care needs.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 251403

Local authority Suffolk

Inspection number 10326185

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 10

Total number of places 50

Number of children on roll 76

Name of registered person Bacton Under Fives Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP909010

Telephone number 01449 780079

Date of previous inspection 30 November 2023

Information about this early years setting

Bacton Under Fives registered in 2010. The nursery is managed by a voluntary 
committee. It employs 15 members of childcare staff. Of these, 11 staff hold 
appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 or above. One staff member holds 
qualified teacher status. The nursery operates Monday to Friday, from 7.45am to 
5.30pm, for 51 weeks of the year. It provides funded early education for all eligible 
children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Louisa Taylor
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Inspection activities

n The manager and the inspector completed a tour of the nursery, both indoors 
and outdoors to understand how the early years provision and curriculum are 
organised. Additionally, the manager showed the inspector the premises and 
discussed how they ensure it is safe and suitable.

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and 
outdoors and assessed the impact that this had on children's learning. 

n The inspector carried out a joint observation of group activities with the 
manager and also discussed self-evaluation. 

n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 
they support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities. 

n Children communicated with the inspector during the inspection. The inspector 
spoke with parents and carers during the inspection and took account of their 
views.

n The inspector held a meeting with the management team and also discussed 
self-evaluation. The inspector looked at relevant documentation, such as 
evidence of the suitability of the staff working in the nursery and a selection of 
other records.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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