
Inspection of Barnes Montessori 
Nursery
c/o Barnes Sports Club, 261 Lonsdale Road, LONDON SW13 9QL

Inspection date: 26 February 2020

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Excellent relationships between staff and children are evident across the nursery. 
Children show that they feel safe and emotionally secure. They arrive at nursery 
happy and excited to learn. All children, including those with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities, make significant progress from their starting points. They 
develop excellent knowledge of early literacy. For example, many older children 
write and read familiar words. Staff give priority to supporting children's personal, 
social and emotional development. As a result, children display very positive 
attitudes to learning. They often persevere with tasks until they succeed. For 
example, when a child was unsure how to put on their shoes, staff modelled and 
explained to enable the child to work this out for themselves. Children's high levels 
of perseverance are also evident as they practise their cutting skills or when they 
climb low-level trees during outdoor play. Children are extremely well mannered, 
respectful and sociable. Their excellent behaviour is a reflection of the high 
expectations set for them by staff. This gives children a clear understanding of 
boundaries and what is expected of them. All children, even the youngest, are 
highly independent learners. They demonstrate superb self-help and practical skills.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager's vision to help each child reach their full potential is shared and 
communicated extremely well to all staff. Since the last inspection, she has 
continued to provide a curriculum that is rich, broad and stimulating. 

n Staff get to know children exceptionally well. They observe and assess children's 
learning rigorously, which gives them detailed knowledge of what each child 
knows and can do. This ensures staff provide activities that are suitable, yet 
challenging for the children. 

n Children, including those who speak English as an additional language, make 
rapid gains in their language development. They express themselves very well 
and ask questions to show their curiosity. Parents noticed that their children's 
communication skills have significantly improved since joining the nursery.  

n Staff highly value children as individuals. They organise many different events to 
help children understand the similarities and differences between themselves. 
One example of this, which is very popular with parents and children, is the 
'birthday walk'. On the day of the inspection, staff and parents worked very well 
together to organise this special event. Children were in awe as they listened to 
stories about their friend's achievements. They showed their excellent 
knowledge of numbers as they counted for different purposes. 

n Staff use questions to great effect to help children find solutions to the problems 
they face during play. This gives children high levels of confidence to solve 
minor disputes for themselves. 

n Children take their play outside all year round to enhance their learning, 
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particularly their physical skills. They have a wonderful time as they run across 
the grounds or the large field, jump in puddles and climb low-level trees. 
Children are active and highly motivated learners. 

n Staff place great importance on supporting children's behaviour. They often 
communicate with each other to ensure they manage children's behaviour in a 
consistent and sensible manner. As a result, children's behaviour is superb. 

n There are outstanding links with the parents. Staff involve parents in their 
children's learning very well. They provide parents with a wealth of information 
about all aspects of the nursery. Parents hold the nursery and staff in high 
regard. Partnerships with external professionals are equally very successful. 
Children benefit greatly from the consistent approach.  

n Staff are very responsive to the supervision and value the excellent development 
opportunities offered to them. They gain new ideas, such as how to enhance 
children's language and listening skills more effectively. This has had a very 
positive impact on children, particularly those who initially struggled to express 
their needs.  

n The manager's self-evaluation process is highly effective. She actively seeks the 
views of others to help reflect on the standards of teaching and care. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager ensures that highly effective measures are taken to protect the 
health and well-being of children, staff and adults who visit the nursery. A culture 
of vigilance among staff gives children high levels of confidence to play and take 
age-appropriate risks. Children are supervised closely without their learning and 
development being hindered. The manager and staff have a clear understanding of 
how to identify children at risk of harm and what to do in these circumstances. 
There are rigorous recruitment and vetting procedures to ensure staff are suitable 
to work with children. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 511421

Local authority Richmond Upon Thames 

Inspection number 10138165

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 50

Number of children on roll 51

Name of registered person True, Anne-Marie Elena Kathleen Blanco

Registered person unique 
reference number RP512736

Telephone number 02087482081 or 07748648945

Date of previous inspection 17 May 2016

Information about this early years setting

Barnes Montessori Nursery registered in 1993. It is located in the London Borough 
of Richmond Upon Thames. The nursery follows the Montessori philosophy. It is 
open during term time only, from 9am until midday, Monday to Friday, with 
extended sessions until 3pm every day except Fridays. The nursery employs 11 
members of staff. Of these, two hold early years professional status and eight hold 
appropriate early years qualifications from level 3 to level 4.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Marisol Hernandez-Garn
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Inspection activities

n A senior member of staff took the inspector on a tour of the premises and 
explained the health and safety procedures that they follow. The inspector 
carried out a learning walk with the manager to understand how they organise 
the early years curriculum. 

n The inspector observed children's play during indoor and outdoor activities. She 
looked at a sample of documentation, including children's records, staff's 
suitability checks and policies and procedures. 

n Parents spoke with the inspector and shared their views of the nursery. 
n The inspector discussed children's learning with staff. She interacted with 

children at appropriate times during the inspection. 
n The inspector kept in touch with the manager throughout the inspection. She 

completed a joint observation with the manager and assessed the impact this 
has on children's learning.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Barnes Montessori Nursery
26 February 2020 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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