
Inspection of Boarshaw Private Day 
Nursery
Boashaw Sure Start Centre, Stanycliffe Lane, Middleton, Manchester M24 2PB

Inspection date: 7 June 2024

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children thrive in this exciting and highly nurturing nursery. The nursery ethos of 
'providing children with the best start in their learning journey' shines through. 
Children have ample opportunities to develop to the very best of their abilities. The 
passionate and caring staff work harmoniously to plan and prepare engaging 
activities to support and challenge children's development. For example, as children 
play with the pretend farm animals, babies learn animal sounds and the older 
children learn where milk comes from. Older children are enthralled as they learn 
how to milk cows using a cardboard model. They engage in rich conversations and 
discuss the different body parts of a cow, such as udders. Children's learning is 
consolidated with a trip to the farm. 

The nursery manager and staff share an ambition to provide high-quality care and 
education for all children. The well-thought-out curriculum supports children's 
learning exceptionally well. Children's individual interests are threaded throughout 
the curriculum to help keep them engaged. For instance, children bring their love of 
dinosaurs into their play as they explore different animal footprints. They eagerly 
stomp their pretend dinosaurs around the area, which creates new footprints for 
them to investigate. 

All children, including babies, are confident and motivated learners. They show 
respect for others and delight in their peers' achievements. Staff give children the 
tools and resources to develop holistically. They encourage children to observe their 
wider environment and utilise what they see in their play. Following some 
construction work that took place at the nursery, children confidently build walls 
using building tools, shaving foam and play bricks, replicating what they observed. 
Staff build on their learning by encouraging children to talk about patterns and 
angles, which helps to extend their mathematical thinking.  

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The highly skilled staff team understands child development and plans precisely 
for what children need to learn next. As a consequence, children are making 
rapid progress from their starting points. 

n Partnership working across the nursery is exceptional. The nursery team 
communicates consistently with parents to ensure they are well informed about 
their children's progress. Furthermore, there are embedded systems to support 
parents in offering learning experiences at home. For example, parents borrow 
resource packs that help to support and challenge their children's learning at 
home. 

n Professionals who support children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities (SEND) are regular visitors in the nursery. They share their focus 
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targets for children with staff and develop joint plans to support the best 
possible outcomes. This means that children with SEND receive holistic support 
to help channel their learning. Consequently, children with SEND make superb 
progress and show high levels of engagement. 

n Children's behaviour is impeccable. They are considerate and thoughtful to each 
other. On the rare occasion when an unkind interaction occurs, staff are quick to 
respond and encourage children to remember the 'golden rules'. Staff help 
children to reflect on their feelings and the impact of their actions on their peers. 
This consistent approach throughout the nursery embeds children's awareness 
of boundaries and respect for others.

n Staff make excellent use of their outdoor environment to develop children's 
physical skills and ignite their awe and wonder of the world. The vast amount of 
learning experiences on offer ensure that children have an array of activities to 
choose from and explore. Children delight in tending to their gardening area. 
They nurture and water their plants to help them grow. Children also engage in 
conversations with staff about the changes they have observed. This supports 
children's developing knowledge of their wider world.

n Staff recognise the importance of supporting children's communication skills. 
They provide a wealth of interactions for all children. A whole-nursery approach 
to sing and sign allows children to develop secure communication and language 
skills from an early age. For instance, babies learn the sign for 'friends' as they 
sing songs. Older children learn multiple signs and phrases to develop their 
understanding. Children who speak English as an additional language are well 
supported. Staff learn key words in children's home languages, which supports 
children as they settle into the nursery. Staff skilfully build on children's 
developing language to help them develop in English language speaking.

n Children actively engage in creative activities across the nursery. They make fruit 
kebabs as they explore the story of a hungry caterpillar. Staff skilfully encourage 
children to discuss the different shapes, colours, sequencing and patterns of 
their kebabs. Children also investigate patterns as they create different animal 
masks. They are gaining a secure understanding of early mathematical concepts.

n The manager and staff ensure that all children receive the education they are 
entitled to. Additional funding is spent on resources that meet the individual 
learning needs of disadvantaged children. As a result, they benefit from focused 
support and resources to help maximise their learning and progress.  

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY336875

Local authority Rochdale

Inspection number 10339218

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 44

Number of children on roll 53

Name of registered person Cosy Toes Nursery Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP525359

Telephone number 0161 655 8850

Date of previous inspection 5 July 2018

Information about this early years setting

Boarshaw Private Day Nursery registered in 2006 and is situated in Rochdale. The 
nursery opens Monday to Friday, from 7am to 6pm, for 51 weeks of the year. There 
are currently 11 members of childcare staff. Of these, one holds an early years 
qualification at level 6, seven hold qualifications at level 3 and one holds a 
qualification at level 2. The nursery provides funded education for two-, three- and 
four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Shelley O'Brien
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas 
of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a holistic craft activity with the 
manager. 

n The inspector spoke to children and staff at appropriate times during the 
inspection and took into account their views.

n Parents shared their views with the inspector.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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