
Inspection of Blaydon Childcare
Blaydon Surestart Centre, Shibdon Bank, Blaydon-on-tyne, Gateshead NE21 5EZ

Inspection date: 10 November 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive happy at this welcoming setting. They show that they establish 
positive relationships with the staff who care for them. For instance, children giggle 
during games of hide and seek, hiding behind trees and bushes in the large 
outdoor area. Children show that they feel secure as they snuggle up close and sit 
on staff's knees when listening to stories. In addition, children with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities show that they understand what happens next 
in the routine. Staff use effective strategies to support children to understand what 
is happening now and what will happen next. Children respond to rewards when 
achieving targets. This helps to develop children's self-esteem. 

Children behave well. Staff are good role models for children. They use good 
manners and thank children for helping. For example, children help to set tables 
ahead of snack time and put their food waste in a bin. Children learn to pour their 
own milk and manage their self-care needs well. Staff encourage children to share 
and take turns. Children form positive relationships with one another and seek out 
others to share their experiences. Older children work together to create a large 
wooden train track in the pre-school room. Staff praise children and offer 
encouragement as they decide to make their track longer. This helps to develop 
children's confidence.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff are vigilant and supervise children well. They complete regular risk 
assessments and address any potential hazards to children. Staff encourage 
children to join in with risk assessments, particularly during outdoor games. For 
example, children learn about fire safety as they sit around a fire and toast 
marshmallows. Children benefit from regular physical activity. This includes 
exciting sessions from an external teacher. Children gather natural resources to 
build their own dens. Staff follow their interests and support children to bind 
twigs and sticks together. Children show good levels of imagination as they talk 
about making a fairy garden.

n Children demonstrate good literacy skills. Staff sensitively join in with children's 
play and learning. They talk to children about the different marks they can see 
them making during craft activities. They encourage children to count and 
recognise the different shapes that they have made. This helps to develop 
children's mathematical skills.

n The manager is supportive of the staff team. Staff complete mandatory training 
and share ideas with each other on positive changes to the learning 
environment. The manager offers regular praise and spends time with staff to 
support their well-being. She regularly completes supervision sessions. 
Furthermore, she completes observations of practice. However, these are not 
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fully effective to help her to identify and address emerging weaknesses in 
practice.

n Staff work in partnership with parents and share information about children's 
learning and development needs. They upload photographs and information on 
an online platform for parents and provide daily feedback. However, some 
strategies to engage parents are less successful. For instance, leaders and staff 
do not routinely gather parental views to help evaluate the quality of the setting 
and review the impact of key messages, such as healthy eating.

n Children engage well in their learning. They show a particular interest in 
exploratory play. For instance, children combine ingredients together to make 
their own play dough. Children use descriptive words such as 'sticky' as they 
cover their hands in the mixture. Children laugh as they jump to catch bubbles 
and join in with games in a sand tray.

n Children show an interest in stories, songs and rhymes. They join in with familiar 
stories and use props and puppets. Staff encourage children to join in with 
repeated rhymes and phrases. This helps to develop children's communication 
and language skills.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders and staff show that they understand the possible indicators of abuse. 
There are clear, detailed policies and procedures in place. This includes the safe 
use of mobile phones and cameras at the setting. Staff are aware of the setting's 
whistle-blowing procedure and are aware of their responsibility to report concerns 
about another member of staff's practice to the relevant people. Staff are aware of 
signs that families and children may be exposed to extreme views and/or 
behaviours. They are alert to any changes in a child's home life and work in 
partnership with other professionals to ensure information about children's safety 
and welfare is immediately addressed.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n review performance management procedures to ensure that weaknesses in 
practice are swiftly identified and addressed to enable a continued improvement 
in teaching

n build on partnership working with parents to gather parental views to help 
evaluate the quality of the setting and review the impact of key messages, such 
as healthy eating.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2721886

Local authority Gateshead

Inspection number 10314323

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 11

Total number of places 90

Number of children on roll 97

Name of registered person Blaydon Youth Club Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP520481

Telephone number 0191 4145206

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Blaydon Childcare registered in 2023 and is located in Blaydon, Tyne and Wear. The 
setting employs seven members of childcare staff. Of these, five hold relevant 
qualifications at level 3 or above. The setting is open all year round, from 9am to 
6pm, Monday to Friday, except for two weeks at Christmas. The setting provides 
funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Emma Allison
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic with the provider 
and has taken this into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n Children communicated with the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a group activity with the 

manager.
n The inspector viewed parents' written comments during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 

the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Blaydon Childcare
10 November 2023 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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