
Inspection of Billericay Catholic 
Preschool
Canon Roche Centre, Laindon Road, Billericay, Essex CM12 9LL

Inspection date: 24 February 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Leaders have created a warm and welcoming environment where children make 
excellent progress. Staff are highly invested in giving children the best 
opportunities to develop their knowledge and skills. Children arrive with enthusiasm 
and part quickly from parents and carers. Instantly they are absorbed in the range 
of fun and exciting learning experiences on offer. Staff use their expert knowledge 
of children and how they learn to provide tailored experiences for children. They 
play alongside children, providing commentary and sustaining children's interest in 
their chosen activity, such as when making 'tea' in the home corner. As a result, 
children become deeply engaged in their play and learning.

Children show impeccable behaviour. Staff set consistently clear expectations for 
children and act as positive role models. Children listen and respond to staff 
without any fuss. They tidy away their resources and follow directions to join staff 
for circle time. Relationships between staff and children are warm and respectful. 
There is a well-established key-person approach. New children who are settling are 
given the utmost attention from their key person. This helps children to feel safe at 
the pre-school. Consequently, they are emotionally secure and able to make the 
very best of the available opportunities to learn.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders have designed a broad curriculum that considers the skills and 
knowledge children need for the next stage of their education. Staff know and 
understand the curriculum, which means teaching is delivered consistently well. 
Staff have a secure knowledge of children, their starting points and how children 
learn and develop. Consequently, children make consistent progress across all 
seven areas of learning.  

n Support for children with special educational needs and/or disabilities is 
excellent. Careful consideration goes into adapting the environment as well as 
the teaching that is offered. Effective partnership working means that children 
who require ongoing support for the next stage of their education have this in 
place before they go to school. 

n Children benefit from high-quality storytelling. Staff skilfully engage children in 
much-loved stories. Children contribute ideas as they explore pictures with staff. 
They are invited to talk about what they see. Staff use questions, such as, 'What 
do you think?' and 'What might happen?', which build anticipation and 
excitement. 

n Children are highly independent. They manage zips and buttons with skill. 
Children demonstrate good personal hygiene and manage their personal needs 
well, such as washing their hands. At snack time, they pour drinks, peel fruit and 
spread butter on crackers.
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n Children are physically active both inside and outside. Outside, they run with 
great energy and enthusiasm navigating the garden and avoiding obstacles. 
They show good use of fine motor skills as they enjoy using dough, mark 
making and creative activities.

n Children are developing critical thinking skills. They learn about capacity as they 
fill and empty containers with water. They roll balls through chutes and count 
together to see how long the balls take to exit. On occasion, staff do not 
recognise when learning opportunities can be extended. For example, when 
making flower potions, staff do not extend and deepen learning to include the 
parts of the flower or connect the learning to the daffodils they have been 
growing.

n Children have rich experiences that help them learn about the community. They 
visit the church, fire station and post office. They learn about faith and religion. 
The local priest visits the pre-school, and children learn about a range of 
festivals, including Easter, Diwali and St. David's Day.

n Parent partnerships are excellent and have a positive impact on the progress 
children make. Parents feel confident that their children are making excellent 
progress from their time at the pre-school. Parents comment that staff are 
invested in the children and really want to make a difference for them.

n Leaders use meticulous self-evaluation to identify the strengths and weaknesses 
of the provision. Regular, high-quality supervision takes place with staff about 
their own knowledge and skills and continuing professional development. Staff 
feel valued and supported by leaders and understand the vision leaders have for 
excellence. There is a strong commitment from all team members to provide the 
best opportunities for children.  

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to develop ways that help children to deepen and consolidate 
learning through further opportunities to research, investigate and develop 
critical thinking skills.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 203437

Local authority Essex

Inspection number 10376229

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 50

Name of registered person Billericay Catholic Pre-School Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP904775

Telephone number 07980 411925

Date of previous inspection 22 May 2019

Information about this early years setting

Billericay Catholic Preschool registered in 1968. The pre-school employs 16 
members of childcare staff. Of whom, 13 hold appropriate early years qualifications 
at level 2 and above, including one member of staff who holds qualified teacher 
status. The pre-school opens from Monday to Friday, during term-time only. 
Sessions are from 9.15am to 2.45pm on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays, and from 9.15am to 12.15pm on Fridays. The pre-school provides 
funded early education for all eligible children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Clare Ford
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Inspection activities

n The manager, the deputy and the inspector carried out a learning walk and 
discussed how the curriculum for the pre-school is organised.

n The inspector and leaders carried out a joint observation together of a story 
session.

n Parents shared their views with the inspector, and their comments were taken 
account of.

n The inspector observed teaching and learning, indoors and outdoors, and 
assessed the impact this has on children's development.

n A range of documentation was sampled, including evidence of suitability checks. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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