
Inspection of Beechwood Childcare 
Limited
Southam Nursery, St. James C of E Primary School, Tollgate Road, SOUTHAM, 
Warwickshire CV47 1EE

Inspection date: 16 January 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are warmly welcomed into this calm, nurturing nursery. Staff talk to 
children about their morning, and this helps them gain an understanding of how 
children are feeling. Children settle into the daily routine in their own time, and 
staff respect their choices. Children are exceptionally well behaved and show 
kindness and compassion to their friends. This helps all children feel valued and 
secure.

Children's language and communication are focus areas across the nursery. Staff 
introduce new words during daily routines and activities and include repetition in 
rhymes, stories and songs. This supports children to learn and remember more 
words. Children enthusiastically join in songs. For example, they sing 'everybody 
line up' as they get ready to go outside, and 'put your name on the door' as they 
are given their name cards. This instils a sense of fun and helps develop good 
routines that will support them as they move on to school.    

Managers are highly motivated to ensure all children get the best start in life. They 
have embedded a clear curriculum that helps children build on what they already 
know to help them progress in their learning. Staff are included in planning for 
their key groups and are clear on the learning intentions of the curriculum. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Managers recognise the value of promoting staff well-being and continuous 
professional development. The team meets regularly to discuss how best to 
meet the needs of the current children and agree focus areas for further 
development. Managers support staff through regular meetings and ongoing 
training to meet both personal and organisational needs. Staff work closely as a 
team and offer support to each other throughout the day. This builds positive 
working relationships and makes staff feel valued.

n Although managers are aware of the challenges in each room and provide extra 
support at key times, daily routines are not always managed as well as they 
could be. The frequency and timing of nappy changing and preparation of snack 
and mealtimes regularly takes staff from the room. This means that children do 
not always have the optimum level of support from staff during their learning, 
and their engagement in chosen activities is interrupted. 

n Staff know children very well. They gather information from home about what a 
child can already do and their preferences during care routines. Staff build on 
this during close interactions to ensure children feel safe and secure. Children 
willingly go to their key person for a cuddle when they become overwhelmed. 
Staff help children to understand how their own emotions might affect their 
friends through gentle explanations and the use of visual aids. This helps 
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children to develop strategies to manage their feelings that will support them in 
later life. 

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities are extremely well 
supported. The nursery benefits from experienced staff who work closely with 
staff, parents and external agencies to ensure referrals are made in a timely 
manner. Staff are highly skilled at recognising when a child is ready for further 
challenges and provide tailored support to extend their learning. This means 
children receive targeted support at the earliest opportunity. 

n The curriculum promotes learning across all areas. Children learn about the 
community in which they live during weekly visits to the library and learn about 
people who help us. Children enjoy learning positional language as they play 
outdoor games that involve responding to instructions to find the hospital or 
police station and to stop because of an emergency. This encourages good 
listening skills and spatial awareness. 

n Children learn about the seasons. They excitedly hammer at the blue ice mounds 
to release the plastic animals inside and work collaboratively to manipulate the 
'tricky' nozzle on the spray bottle that they use to dissolve the ice. Staff provide 
a narrative to help children understand the changes taking place and how this 
relates to the winter weather. 

n Partnerships with parents are strong. Parents enjoy reading about their child's 
progress and seeing the daily photos that staff share with them. They value the 
daily conversations with their child's key person, which strengthens relationships 
and promotes two-way information-sharing.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n review the frequency of planned care routines to further enhance staff 
interactions with children and support their learning experiences even more.     
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Setting details
Unique reference number 200502

Local authority Warwickshire

Inspection number 10367767

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 10

Total number of places 62

Number of children on roll 106

Name of registered person Beechwood Childcare Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP522996

Telephone number 01926 815 155

Date of previous inspection 25 February 2019

Information about this early years setting

Beechwood Childcare Limited registered in 2000. The nursery opens from Monday 
to Friday, all year round, except for bank holidays and a week during Christmas. 
Sessions are from 7.30am until 6pm. A before- and after-school club is available for 
children who attend St James C of E Primary School and other local schools, and 
there is also a holiday club. The nursery employs eight members of staff. Of these, 
one holds early years professional status and four hold appropriate early years 
qualifications at level 3. The nursery provides funded early education for all eligible 
children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Karen Millerchip
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Inspection activities

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and the children.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 

the premises.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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