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Inspection date: 22 January 2025
Overall effectiveness Outstanding
The quality of education Outstanding
Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding
Personal development Outstanding
Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous

inspection Not applicable
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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is outstanding

Children thrive at this extremely welcoming, inclusive and nurturing pre-school.
Staff provide a variety of high-quality learning experiences and always demonstrate
the utmost care and respect for children. Staff have an insightful understanding of
every child. They use this well to enable children to feel, happy, secure and safe.
As a result, children form strong bonds with staff and settle with ease. Staff are
excellent role models and have high expectations of children. This motivates
children to always use good manners and enthusiastically help to tidy away what
they have finished playing with.

Children show exceptional positive attitudes to learning. This is because staff adapt
the environment and their teaching to reflect children's evolving interests and
extend their learning. Children are highly imaginative. They pretend to fly to Mars
in the outdoor science station that is transformed in to a rocket. Children delight in
sharing their knowledge of the solar system with the inspector and their friends.
They show high levels of perseverance when they find something challenging. For
example, when learning how to push themselves along on a balance bike using the
tips of their toes, children do not give up even if this is hard for them. They feel
pride when staff explain how proud they are of them for persevering. Children
benefit from many outings that enrich their understanding of the wider world. They
travel on a bus to a local airport where they learn about the processes in place for
security. Staff enhance children's mathematical knowledge, such as the concept of
time as they help them to work out the frequency of buses.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

m Highly dedicated leaders and the passionate staff team have designed their own
precise, broad and ambitious curriculum that is superbly tailored to meet each
child's learning needs. They place a high priority on planning and implementing
exciting and inspirational experiences that successfully embed core skills. For
instance, children regularly interact and walk the pre-school's therapy dogs,
Bodee and Bear. This has a positive impact on supporting children to flourish in
their confidence. Children are highly resilient individuals who are exceptionally
prepared for their future education.

B Staff successfully support children to be articulate communicators. They carefully
choose focus books and songs to extend children's vocabulary and language
skills. The pre-school is alive with a buzz of children singing songs and rich
discussions between staff and children. Staff develop children's love of books.
The cosy book corner is a sanctuary for children to relax and look at familiar
books on their own and with friends. Children eagerly express how stories are
formed and use complex sentences. For example, they roll wooden cubes one by
one, each displaying different pictures and characters, and take great delight in
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telling their own stories, skilfully incorporating the images on the cubes.

B Children's independence and understanding of a healthy lifestyle is superb. They
effortlessly manage their own personal needs from a young age. Children
eagerly brush their teeth on arrival and know how to safely handle a knife to
prepare a varied range of fruits for snack. Staff always encourage children to try
exotic fruits to broaden their tastes. Children show confidence to continue their
play, knowing they can join snack when they are ready or help themselves to the
bowl of fruit. They have an excellent understanding of where food comes from.
Children visit a local farm to observe cows being milked. Staff skilfully extend
their understanding of foods that contain milk. Children persevere to make their
own butter from milk by vigorously shaking it in a sealed container.

m Children's behaviour and respect for others is exemplary. Staff prioritise
supporting children to build a strong sense of character. They provide them with
sensitive reminders of the pre-school's agreed positive affirmations. This means
that children have high levels of self-esteem and develop a habit of positive
thinking. All children play harmoniously together sharing resources and pay
attention to each other's needs. For example, they notice that some of their
friends do not have a bowl to scoop rice, they take the initiative to collect some
from the enticing role-play area and share these with them.

B Parent partnerships are extremely strong. Staff ensure that parents are actively
engaged in every aspect of their child's care and learning and provide
exceptional support for any changes in children's lives. Parents are welcomed to
regular meetings with their child's key person and receive frequent updates on
an online portal. They talk very positively about leaders and staff. Parents
describe them as 'fantastic' and are overjoyed with the progress their children
are making.

B Inspirational leaders are excellent role models for staff. They work diligently with
the staff team to reflect on their own practice and share new knowledge and
skills. Staff receive an abundance of professional development opportunities
which are consistently targeted to meet the individual needs of children. This
supports staff to implement excellent practice. Leaders welcome professionals to
visit the pre-school where they share ideas to help improve outcomes for other
children. Leaders speak highly of staff, which they value enormously. Staff are
enthusiastic and proud of their roles. They appreciate how their well-being is
thoroughly considered. They have access to a mental health champion and
specialised external support, available 24 hours a day should they wish to access
this.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's
interests first.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection number

Type of provision
Registers

Day care type

Age range of children at time of
inspection

Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number

Telephone number
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

2692415

Essex

10367873

Childcare on non-domestic premises
Early Years Register

Sessional day care

2to 4

14
19
Blossom Barn Nursery Ltd

2639901

01279870077
Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Blossom Barn Pre-School registered in 2022. The pre-school is open from 9am until
3pm, Monday to Friday during term time only. There are four staff members who
work directly with the children; three hold relevant childcare qualifications at level 3
or above. The pre-school provides government funded early years education for all

eligible children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lorraine Pike
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Inspection activities

B The inspector and manager completed a learning walk across all the areas of the
pre-school to understand how the curriculum is organised.

B The manager carried out a joint evaluation of an activity with the inspector, and
they discussed their findings.

B The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and
outdoors. She assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

B The inspector held a number of discussions with staff and children at appropriate
times during the inspection.

B The inspector held a meeting with the manager and senior setting manager. She
looked at relevant documentation, such as evidence of the suitability of staff
working in the pre-school.

B The inspector took account of the views of parents spoken to on the day.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

FHK

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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