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Introduction 
 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the 
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years 
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children 

from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group). 
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory 
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. 
 
The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the 
setting where reasonably practicable.  The provider must provide a copy of the 

report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service 
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10). 
 

Please see our website for more information about each childcare provider. We 
publish inspection reports, conditions of registration and details of complaints we 
receive where we or the provider take action to meet the requirements of 

registration. 
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Description of the setting 
 

Bream Early Learners is managed by a voluntary committee of parents and is a 
registered charity. It is on the Early Years Register only. The setting opened in 
1965 and operates from a large room in a self-contained unit on the site of Bream 

Church of England Primary School. The group has access to the school hall, 
playground areas and a garden. There is disabled access to the setting. A 
maximum of 24 children may attend the setting at any one time. Sessions are from 
9.00am until 11.30am or 12.00pm to 3.00pm on Wednesday and Friday, and from 

9.00am to 12.00pm on Tuesday and Thursday. The setting is open for full day 
sessions on Mondays. Another session is held for the rising three-year-olds and 
older children stay an extra hour on one day for lunch from January depending on 

uptake. 
 
There are currently 47 children aged from two to five years on roll, all of whom are 

in the Early Years Foundation Stage age group; of these, 27 children receive 
funding for early education. Children come from within the village or from the 
surrounding area. The staff have experience of supporting children with special 

educational needs and/or disabilities. 
 
The setting employs seven members of staff to regularly work with the children. All 

hold appropriate early years qualifications and one member of staff is currently 
studying for a degree in Early Years. The staff are supported by parents on rota 
duty. The setting has good links with the local school. The group is a member of 
the Gloucestershire Parent and Toddler Association and has achieved the Bristol 

Standards Quality Assurance Award. The setting uses the High/Scope educational 
approach. 
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
 

Overall the quality of the provision is good. 
 
Bream Early Learners provides good provision for the children and is effective in 

meeting the needs of the children. The key person system is used well and staff 
are skilled at ensuring the individual needs of the children are met. This includes 
good systems for supporting children with special educational needs and/or 

disabilities. Partnership with parents is outstanding and the setting works 
extremely well with parents to support children’s learning and development. Staff 
are committed to continual professional development to improve their practice and 

therefore the setting has good capacity to improve. 
 

What steps need to be taken to improve provision 

further? 
 
To fully meet the specific requirements of the EYFS, the registered person must: 
 

 ensure that there is a policy to explain the procedures 
for administering medicines, including effective 

29/01/2010 
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management systems for supporting individual 
children’s medical needs (Safeguarding and promoting 
children's welfare) 

 

 
To further improve the early years provision the registered person should: 
 

 develop systems for more formal monitoring of practice to ensure high 
quality provision  

 provide opportunities for children to have special responsibilities to develop 

their independence skills and sense of belonging.   
 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of 

the early years provision 
 
The joint leadership effectively draws on the strengths of the individual members 

of staff who are all very experienced and work well together as a team. The setting 
has made good use of the Bristol Standard quality assurance scheme to identify 
their strengths and areas for development. Most of the recommendations from the 

last report have been successfully addressed. Policies and procedures reflect the 
good practice in the setting. Policies are currently under review and the setting has 
yet to confirm their procedures for administering medicines in writing. Resources 
are appropriate and accessible to the children. Staff are adaptable and well 

deployed to ensure the needs of the children are being met. Safeguarding 
procedures, including risk assessments are good and staff implement them 
rigorously. Although all necessary checks regarding the suitability of staff have 

been completed and evidence eventually produced, this information was not 
readily available for inspection. 
 

The committee meet regularly and the Chairperson has responsibility for the 
annual staff appraisals. The information from the appraisals is used well to identify 
staff training needs. Staff monitor and evaluate their practice daily but more formal 

monitoring of practice and provision is underdeveloped.  
 
The setting works closely with the school and shares its facilities. There are good 

arrangements for children’s transition so that children are familiar with their 
surroundings before starting school. Staff share responsibility for running the 
toddler group so children get to know them before joining the setting. There are 
good links with support services, which are effective in ensuring the needs of 

children with special educational needs and/or disabilities are fully met. 
 
Partnerships with parents and carers are outstanding and a strength of the setting. 

Parents feel that their children really enjoy their time in the setting and are well 
prepared for school. They receive regular newsletters and curriculum information 
and most feel able to discuss any concerns with their child’s key person. They 

know what their child has been doing at pre-school because there are photographs 
available for them to look at, in the entrance hall, and a daily information board. 
Parents have regular opportunities to discuss their child’s progress and to share 

their child’s Learning Journey. Parents often share their child’s special moments 
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and achievements out of school with the setting by completing a ‘wow’ certificate. 
There is a wide range of play activities for parents to take home for their children 
and many enjoy helping their child to record the visit by Theo the bear to their 
homes. These opportunities make an excellent contribution to a strong partnership 

for the children’s learning and development.  
 

The quality and standards of the early years provision 

and outcomes for children 
 
Children are making good progress and achieving well because the setting makes 

good provision for them. They thoroughly enjoy their time in the setting and many 
are gaining confidence to play with others. They communicate well because adults 
question well to support children’s language and communication skills. There is a 
good balance between adult-led and the child’s own choice of activities. Planning is 

sufficiently detailed and learning intentions are clear. There is a high emphasis on 
children following their own interests. Children particularly enjoy having free 
access to the enclosed outdoor area. The learning environment, both inside and 

outside is attractive and stimulating. Children confidently select their own 
resources. For example, one child was observed using a range of materials to 
make a picture. Another asked for a story and was soon joined by a small group 

who sat quietly with her listening to a story. They were encouraged to talk about 
the pictures and to predict what might happen in the story. Outside a group 
enjoyed making decisions about where to plant their bulbs and understood that 

the bulbs need water, soil and light to grow. Others enjoyed running in the wind. 
There are good systems in place for tracking each child’s progress and the 
Learning Journeys provide a good record of the child’s time at the setting. 

 
Welfare provision is good and parents appreciate the care provided by the staff in 
the setting. The children behave well and know what is expected of them. Staff 
use praise effectively to support positive behaviour management. Children are 

gaining independence through being responsible for their own learning but there 
are missed opportunities for children to have special responsibilities, for example 
being the special helper for the day. They learn about their own and other cultures 

by celebrating festivals such as Divali and invite visitors to talk to the children 
about their customs. Children enjoy healthy snacks and drinks are readily available. 
They have plenty of exercise both informally in the outdoor area and during 

planned sessions in the school hall. There are good opportunities for children to 
learn about being safe through visits from the local services. Children feel 
confident about their surroundings and staff effectively ensure the children are 

safe at all times. Children at Bream Early Learners make good progress in all their 
basic skills and are well prepared for their next stage in learning and development. 
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Annex A: record of inspection judgements 
 
The key inspection judgements and what they mean  
 
Grade 1 is Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality  
Grade 2 is Good: this aspect of the provision is strong  
Grade 3 is Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound  
Grade 4 is Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough  
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
How well does the setting meet the needs of the 
children in the Early Years Foundation Stage? 

2 

The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 
improvement 

2 

 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the early 
years provision 
How effectively is the Early Years Foundation Stage led 

and managed? 
2 

The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding 
ambition and driving improvement 

2 

The effectiveness with which the setting deploys resources 2 

The effectiveness with which the setting promotes equality and 
diversity 

2 

The effectiveness of safeguarding 2 
The effectiveness of the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 
steps taken to promote improvement 

2 

The effectiveness of partnerships 2 
The effectiveness of the setting’s engagement with parents and 

carers 

1 

 

The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation 
Stage  
The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage 2 

 

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation 

Stage 
2 

The extent to which children achieve and enjoy their learning 2 
The extent to which children feel safe 2 
The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles 2 
The extent to which children make a positive contribution 2 
The extent to which children develop skills for the future 2 
 

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the 

procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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