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Inspection date: 21 February 2020

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and safe in nursery. They are keen and enthusiastic learners. 
For example, they excitedly told the inspector about their floating and sinking 
experiment. Children communicate their thoughts and ideas confidently, explaining 
that a feather floated on the water's surface but the key sank. Children listen and 
respond to others well.  

Children benefit from positive attachments with staff in the nursery. Managers 
implement strong settling-in procedures. These help children become familiar with 
their key person and new environment. Staff mirror these procedures when 
children transfer from room to room within the nursery. This helps children to 
adapt to change well and develop secure bonds. 

Staff share high expectations for children's learning and development. Children 
benefit from a range of exciting opportunities which focus on developing their 
communication and language skills. For example, children enjoy coming back to 
nursery dressed in their pyjamas to enjoy bedtime stories. They snuggle together 
and listen to stories read to them by a visiting author. This helps to develop 
children's love of books. 

Children are very well behaved in nursery. They say that they like to come to 
nursery to play with their friends. Staff provide plenty of interesting learning 
experiences for children. However, they have not fully considered how to organise 
the outdoor environment to promote younger children's learning and development 
more effectively. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The entire staff team shares a strong understanding of the curriculum focus for 
children. Managers fully involve staff in evaluating the provision and children's 
progress. This helps them to have a secure understanding of the need to focus 
on developing children's communication and language skills. 

n Managers supervise the performance of their team well. For instance, they 
ensure that professional development opportunities and individual staff targets 
underpin the drive to improve children's communication and language skills. This 
is helping children to make good progress from their starting points. 

n Managers have a positive approach to promoting work-life balance. For example, 
staff have time within the working day to ensure that their administrative duties 
are complete. They are encouraged to develop their own knowledge and skills 
through additional training. Staff report that they feel well supported in their 
roles and their well-being is good. 

n Staff enhance the curriculum with a wide range of learning opportunities. This 
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helps to make learning fun for children. For example, children find out about 
people in their community. They learn about the role of firefighters and police 
officers when they come to visit the nursery. Older children enjoy playing 
parachute games and making dens in the forest school environment. Although 
staff use these opportunities well, they do not fully consider how to organise the 
immediate outdoor environment to promote more positive learning experiences 
for younger children. 

n Staff are positive role models for children. Staff help children learn how to 
demonstrate their respect for others, for instance by saying 'please' and 'thank 
you'. Staff provide plenty of positive praise and encouragement to children, for 
example by giving them stickers to recognise their good behaviour and 
recognising when they try new foods at mealtimes. 

n Staff develop strong partnerships with parents from the outset. This is 
demonstrated by their effective communications with them. Staff seek 
information about children's routines and development before they start at 
nursery. They maintain close communications with parents, sharing progress 
information and providing advice and guidance to support children's learning at 
home. Parents enjoy visiting the nursery for regular stay-and-play sessions 
where they have the opportunity to see what their children are learning. Parents 
are overwhelmingly positive about their children's experience at nursery. Staff 
provide healthy food and drinks for children. However, on occasion, they do not 
work as effectively as possible with parents to promote the importance of a 
healthy diet. 

n Managers develop strong partnerships with a range of professionals. This is 
demonstrated when they seek advice from speech and language therapists to 
support children's language needs. Staff act on advice and support promptly. For 
example, they learn and use sign language effectively. Staff establish strong 
working relationships with staff at other local early years settings. They use 
these networking opportunities to share good practice well. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Managers ensure that robust policies and procedures are in place to protect 
children's welfare. For example, they ensure that appropriately trained staff are 
always available to respond to concerns regarding children's welfare. Staff have a 
secure understanding of the signs and symptoms of different types of abuse. They 
understand the need to refer any concerns that they may have in order to protect 
children from harm. Staff have a secure understanding of whistleblowing 
procedures. They know what to do should they have any concerns about staff 
practice. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:
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n support staff to recognise the potential to engage younger children's interest 
and extend their learning outdoors

n communicate consistent messages about the importance of a healthy diet and 
healthy eating choices. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY275399

Local authority Buckinghamshire

Inspection number 10128584

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 0 to 4

Total number of places 76

Number of children on roll 74

Name of registered person Buckingham Primary School Governing Body

Registered person unique 
reference number RP904262

Telephone number 01280 812864

Date of previous inspection 29 February 2016

Information about this early years setting

The nursery registered in 2004 and changed its name to Buckingham Primary 
Nursery in 2014. The nursery operates from its own rooms within Buckingham 
Primary School, Buckingham. The nursery opens on weekdays from 7.30am to 
6pm, for 51 weeks of the year. It offers holiday care for children who do not attend 
during term times. The nursery accepts funding for the provision of free education 
for children aged two, three and four years. The nursery employs 16 members of 
staff. Of these, 15 work with children. 10 members of staff hold qualifications at 
level 3 and above.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lisa Dailey
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Inspection activities

n The inspector went on a learning walk with the manager. 
n The inspector observed the quality of staff's interactions with children during 

activities indoors and outdoors. 
n The inspector carried out an evaluation of teaching with the manager following a 

planned activity. 
n The inspector held a meeting with the provider and managers. She discussed 

self-evaluation and plans for further improvement. She looked at relevant 
documentation, including evidence of the suitability of staff working in the 
nursery. 

n The inspector talked to parents and children throughout the day and considered 
their views. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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