
Inspection of Bright Blocks Preschool
Holy Trinity Vicarage, Southend Crescent, LONDON SE9 2SD

Inspection date: 9 January 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive happily at the setting. They receive an enthusiastic greeting from 
staff, who ask them about their Christmas break and support them to hang up their 
coats and bags. Children have secure attachments with staff. They hold staff's 
hands and walk into the setting, waving goodbye to their parents and carers. 
Leaders at the setting have thoughtfully designed a broad and ambitious curriculum 
to support the needs of all children attending. All children, even those that are new 
to the setting, settle quickly at an activity that captures their imagination. 

Children's behaviour is good. Staff are positive role models to children. They say 
'please' and 'thank you' when speaking with children, and children repeat this in 
their interactions with each other. Children develop close friendships with others. 
They begin to work together, such as problem-solving to complete a large sea 
animal puzzle. Staff support children to be independent. At snack time, they 
encourage children to cut their bananas into smaller pieces and peel their own 
oranges. Staff teach children techniques for how to put on their own coats ready 
for the garden. The support for children with special education needs and/or 
disabilities (SEND) is excellent. Staff make timely referrals to ensure that children 
receive the specialist support they need.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders are reflective. They constantly evaluate what works well within the 
setting and what could be improved. For example, leaders recognised that circle 
time was not meeting the needs of all children, so they have adapted this to a 
short interactive welcome session. Children now eagerly hold onto a piece of 
fabric as they march around the room on the 'welcome train', singing good 
morning to all their friends.

n Staff know children well. They understand the needs of children with SEND and 
that the curriculum and routine of the day needs to be flexible to meet the 
needs of all children. All children have next steps in learning in place, which help 
them to achieve what it is they need to learn next. 

n Overall, the curriculum for communication and language is good. Staff use 
various methods to support children's language development. This includes 
using repetition, singing songs and providing a narrative to children's play. For 
children with SEND or who speak English as an additional language, staff have 
lanyards with picture cues to help children to communicate their needs. 
However, for older children, staff often ask closed questions. This means that 
children answer in the one or two words needed, rather than sharing their ideas 
and opinions in more meaningful conversations.

n Staff develop children's early literacy skills by reading stories in an engaging 
manner that attracts and maintains children's attention. Children sit closely and 
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join in with familiar refrains. They anticipate what happens next. For example, 
children explain that the big bad wolf will blow the house down.

n The setting makes use of their location within the local community to visit the 
library and enjoy story sessions led by the librarians. Children also visit the local 
woods to explore and look at changes in nature. Staff use the natural 
environment to bring stories to life for children. For instance, they help children 
to build 'houses' with sticks like in the story of 'The Three Little Pigs' or hunt for 
characters from 'The Gruffalo'.

n The setting has golden rules in place, such as 'kind hands' and 'walking feet'. 
Children can recite these when shown picture cards. However, in practice, staff 
do not always help children to understand why these rules are in place and what 
might happen if they do not follow them. For example, as children climb up the 
slide the wrong way or run around the tables chasing each other, they are told 
to stop as it is not safe. Staff do not support children to understand the reasons 
why. 

n Partnership with parents is good. Parents describe how approachable the staff 
team are and that the environment for children is very calm and relaxed. Parents 
feel that staff keep them up to date well with how their children are progressing. 
Staff provide regular updates on an online app, as well as through verbal 
handovers each day and regular parent meetings.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n develop staff's knowledge around asking more effective questions to further 
develop children's communication and language skills

n consider how to further promote children's understanding of why certain 
processes are in place to keep them and others safe and healthy.

Inspection report: Bright Blocks Preschool
9 January 2025 3



Setting details
Unique reference number 2689423

Local authority Greenwich

Inspection number 10367747

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 26

Number of children on roll 14

Name of registered person Bright Blocks Preschool Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number 2689425

Telephone number 07593 019 237

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Bright Blocks Preschool registered in 2022. It is located at Holy Trinity church hall in 
Eltham, in the London Borough of Greenwich. The setting operates during term 
time, from 9.30am to 2.30pm, on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. The 
manager holds qualified teacher status. There are four other members of staff. Of 
these, one member of staff is qualified to level 3 and two staff are qualified to level 
2. The setting provides government funded childcare for eligible children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Natalie OLeary
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Inspection activities

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want children to learn. 

n The inspector spoke to children to find out about their time at the setting.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector spoke with the nominated individual about the leadership and 

management of the setting.
n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 

they support children with SEND.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact on children's learning.
n The inspector and manager carried out joint observations of group activities.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the setting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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