
Inspection of Busy Fingers Pre-school
Busy Fingers Pre School, Main Street, Little Downham, Ely CB6 2ST

Inspection date: 27 March 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children play and learn happily together. They choose activities and resources that 
interest them, helping to promote new learning opportunities. Staff repeat activities 
over a number of days, helping to ensure that all children who attend the pre-
school have time to join in. As a result, all children experience memorable and fun 
adult-led activities to help them build on what they already know and understand. 
For example, small groups of children take turns to make egg and cress 
sandwiches. They listen intently to the instructions and tips staff give them to help 
them peel and mash hard-boiled eggs. Staff remind them how they cracked and 
mixed raw eggs in a different activity. This helps children see and describe the 
differences that they recall, contributing to their understanding of cause and effect.

Staff plan a sequenced curriculum that they adjust to suit the precise learning 
needs of different children. There is a clear focus to support children to learn to 
play and work together. Staff help them to begin to recognise and regulate their 
feelings and actions and build on their vocabularies to help them become articulate 
and confident individuals. Children know they are able to use sand timers to help 
them manage minor disputes about sharing and taking turns. Staff support other 
children to move away from situations they feel frustrated about, allowing them 
time to become calm and ready to learn once more. This contributes to the 
industrious and harmonious environment.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Since their last inspection, leaders and staff have worked hard to fully embed 
effective strategies to help support children who have special educational needs 
and/or disabilities. Professionals and agencies who work with named children 
visit the pre-school. They pass on important information and demonstrate skills 
that enable staff to plan how to close any gaps in children's learning. As a result, 
all children in the pre-school make good progress in their learning.

n Staff talk to children about food that is nutritious. They check to see if children 
remember the name of the fruit they are going to eat at snack time and talk 
about the reasons why this food is good for them. Children readily wash their 
hands at appropriate times throughout the day and recognise when they need to 
hydrate with water. As a result, children begin to adopt a positive attitude 
towards health and hygiene.

n Staff build good relationships with parents. They find out key information about 
children's health to make sure they keep safe and well at pre-school. Parents 
describe what children can already do and understand and what they enjoy. This 
helps staff incorporate familiar resources to support children to settle in the pre-
school when they first attend. Children quickly build strong and trusting 
relationships with staff. This helps them feel secure in their care.
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n Staff use the space within the pre-school well. For example, they set out 
activities to help support children's growing language skills in a quiet room. This 
helps children focus on their listening skills in addition to practising speaking in a 
small group. This contributes to the effective closing of any gaps in children's 
communication and language skills.

n The well-qualified team are motivated to continue to develop their professional 
knowledge and understanding. Leaders plan meaningful meetings that focus on 
different aspects of education and practice to help enhance the quality of care 
and education within the pre-school. Leaders ensure that any updates or 
changes in local or national strategies and standards are communicated to staff. 
When the time comes, staff work with other professionals and staff from the 
neighbouring school to help maintain continuity in children's education and well-
being. This helps to make transitions to the next stage in children's education 
run as smoothly as possible.

n Staff facilitate a good balance between adult-led and children's self-chosen 
activities. Children practise the skills they need in readiness for school, such as 
using scissors and fastening clothing. This helps to support children's physical 
and personal development. However, the enthusiastic staff are so keen to help 
children that they do not always encourage children to develop their own 
thinking skills. As a result, some children do not spontaneously use their 
creativity to solve problems, find different ways of completing tasks or predict 
outcomes for themselves. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n encourage children to develop their skills to solve problems, predict outcomes 
and find different ways of doing things for themselves.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2718538

Local authority Cambridgeshire

Inspection number 10365204

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 32

Name of registered person Busy Fingers Pre-school

Registered person unique 
reference number 2718537

Telephone number 01353698633

Date of previous inspection 10 July 2024

Information about this early years setting

Busy Fingers Pre-school registered in 2023 and is run by a CIO management 
committee. The pre-school employs 10 members of childcare staff, all of whom 
hold appropriate qualifications at level 2 or above. The pre-school opens Monday to 
Friday, from 9am to 3pm, term time only. The pre-school provides funded early 
education for all eligible children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Katrina Rodden
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Inspection activities

n The inspector observed activities in the pre-school and garden areas. She spoke 
to staff and children at appropriate times throughout the inspection.

n The manager took the inspector on a learning walk around the pre-school. She 
described the curriculum and how this is accessed by all the children in the pre-
school.

n The inspector and the manager watched an activity. They discussed what they 
had seen and the impact on children's education.

n The inspector held meetings with the manager and a member of the 
management committee.

n A small number of parents spoke to the inspector. She took their views into 
consideration in the evaluation of the provision.

n The inspector viewed documents she requested, including the evidence of the 
suitability checks of staff and committee members.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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