
Inspection of Bubbles Pre-School
Southwold Community Centre, Holm Way, BICESTER, Oxfordshire OX26 3UU

Inspection date: 19 July 2024

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

In this highly inclusive environment, children are provided with exceptional care 
and education. Every child is valued and recognised. The manager and staff 
dedicate themselves to understanding the needs of each individual child. They 
plan, review, and assess children's progress effectively to provide challenge and 
have high expectation for what they believe all children can achieve.

The manager and staff work together to create a curriculum that is flawlessly 
sequenced and focused. The emphasis is placed on meaningful interactions 
between staff and children to enhance children's communication and language 
skills as well as their personal, social, and emotional development.

The children show great joy and excitement as staff welcome them with warm 
smiles and conversation about their plans for the day. Children settle quickly into 
their chosen activities. Staff are highly skilful in engaging and including children in 
planning activities. They talk with children about their interests and likes and bring 
together a range of challenging and interesting activities that children are excited 
to participate in. Children express their ideas and suggestions for activities and 
share how they can build on their ideas. Children build high levels of self 
confidence in developing their own ideas and leading their own play.

Staff develop excellent relationships with the children. They build strong bonds with 
the children based on mutual respect and consideration of others. Children behave 
exceptionally well and show positive attitudes to their learning. Staff engage with 
children and set excellent example of how to engage with their friends and adults 
who care for them. Children are quick to negotiate and compromise when wanting 
the same toy. They talk about taking turns and waiting for their friend to finish 
playing before they take their turn. They follow through with their compromise and 
both children play with their favourite toy.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager goes above and beyond the expected. She is highly successful at 
giving children rich learning experiences that promotes their understanding and 
respect for others. She considers lived experiences to extend and challenge their 
skills and knowledge. Staff skilfully build on children's next steps to help them 
gain a deep understanding of the world around them and promote their sense of 
belonging within the community they live. Children visit the local residential 
home for the elderly where they engage in play and hold meaningful 
conversation and interactions with the residents. Children and adults build 
relationships that are caring and understanding of each other. Children are 
excited to share their time and learn new skills from the adults they visit. 
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n Children have a wide range of opportunities to develop their talents and 
interests. Staff present information clearly to children. They engage and 
encourage discussion that is age and stage appropriate about what it is they are 
teaching the children. They communicate well to check children's understanding 
and talk about previous learning to build on children's next steps. They are 
consistent in their approach and adapt their teaching to meet the learning and 
development stages of individual children. For example, staff ask meaningful 
questions to develop children thinking skills to problem solve how to choose an 
appropriate item to use as a step to reach an activity.

n The manager and staff know the children exceptionally well. They ensure that 
they provide individualised support and guidance to each of the children. They 
know and understand the family dynamics at home. Staff provide support in how 
parents can help their children learning at home. Children play an active role 
also in sharing their learning at home. They create their own games with parents 
that reflect their time at pre-school. Parents and staff openly share activities 
children have enjoyed and how these are continued in the home.

n Children show consistently high levels of respect for each other and are socially 
confident. They demonstrate extremely positive behaviours and attitudes to their 
learning. Children understand the rules and expectations of their behaviour 
exceptionally well. This is modelled by staff in how they interact and engage 
positively with the children. Children know and understand how their actions 
have an impact on others. As a result children  are caring and mindful of each 
other and work together well in their play and learning. They are highly 
motivated and are very eager to join in, share and cooperate with each other. 
Children demonstrate high levels of self-control and resilience to keep on trying. 
When children do struggle the staff team are quick to support them. Staff 
support and guide children in resolving small disagreements for themselves. 

n Staff expertly support the communication and language development of the 
children they care for. They speak clearly and model a wide and  rich vocabulary. 
Staff enthusiastically read books that link to what they are teaching and this 
helps children to develop a love for reading and also a deeper understanding of 
what is being taught.

n The manager provides excellent support, training and coaching for staff. She has 
developed a highly individual and effective programme of training for 
professional development. Staff have developed their expertise and skills in 
areas of particular interest. This help ensure that the provision continually 
improves and maintains their high quality of care and education.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 133864

Local authority Oxfordshire

Inspection number 10351261

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 32

Number of children on roll 35

Name of registered person Bubbles Pre-School (Bicester) Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP911472

Telephone number 07729321695

Date of previous inspection 18 October 2018

Information about this early years setting

Bubbles Pre-School registered in 1993 and is run by a voluntary committee. The 
pre-school is open from 8.30am until 3.30pm on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday  
and from 8.30am until 1.30pm on Monday and Wednesday. It receives funding for 
the provision of free early education for children aged two, three and four years. 
The pre-school employs eight members of staff of whom six hold relevant 
qualifications.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lisa Robinson
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the pre-school and discussed the early years curriculum.

n Children told the inspector about their friends and what they like to do when 
they are at pre-school.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n Parents shared their views of the pre-school with the inspector. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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