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Inspection date: 12 August 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The friendly staff take the time to greet children when they arrive, helping them to 
separate from their parents and carers with ease. Managers and staff provide a 
welcoming and interesting environment with a good range of resources and 
activities to motivate children to explore. Toddlers' laughter fills the air as they play 
with the sand and water outside. Staff know children well. They give priority to 
children's emotional well-being. Staff spend time getting to know children and their 
families during the settling-in period. Children develop secure bonds with staff, 
helping them to feel safe at this nurturing setting. Older children learn to be 
independent and confident in their preparation for starting school. Staff 
communicate well with parents to find out about each child before they start at the 
setting. This helps them to provide continuity of care and supports children to feel 
secure. Staff encourage children to develop a 'can-do' attitude. For instance, they 
are determined to learn how to use the safety knives when chopping fruit. Children 
persevere until they have achieved what they have set out to do. These positive 
attitudes help children with the next steps in their learning.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children have lots of opportunities to have fresh air and exercise, and staff 
support children's physical development well. Children enjoy being outside 
playing with their friends, and staff skilfully involve children in activities to build 
on their physical skills. For instance, staff lead activities to encourage children to 
ride in the push-along cars and to build sandcastles, digging sand. Younger 
children enjoy feeling the sand between their fingers and practising their walking 
skills as they navigate around, pushing toy buggies.

n Children benefit from the nursery's good links to external agencies. Staff support 
parents to seek advice from other professionals. Staff work closely with parents 
and the schools that children will be moving on to. This ensures that there is a 
consistent approach to supporting all children's needs.

n The managers and staff plan a curriculum that focuses on preparing children for 
their future learning. They provide activities to support children's small-muscle 
skills. For example, children squeeze, poke and knead play dough. They 
strengthen their fingers as they manipulate the dough. This helps children to 
develop the skills they need to, for example, hold a pencil and pour their own 
drinks.

n The managers and staff work effectively as a team. They have regular meetings 
to discuss the curriculum and the needs of the children. The setting ensures that 
staff access ongoing, meaningful professional development opportunities. This 
includes making sure that staff receive mandatory training and are clear about 
the setting's policies and procedures. Staff use what they learn to enhance their 
practice and to develop aspects of the curriculum.
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n Staff support children's language skills well. They get down to the children's level 
to talk to them and make eye contact. Staff converse with older children and 
explain the meaning of new words, such as 'kneading', to young children.

n The managers and staff develop good relationships with parents. Parents receive 
regular updates about their children's achievements. Key staff work closely with 
parents to support and extend children's learning at home. Parents describe the 
staff as 'kind' and say that their children enjoy attending.

n Overall, children behave well. Staff act as positive role models, and rules are in 
place, such as being kind to others and treating others with respect. However, 
when children display unwanted behaviour, staff are not consistent in explaining 
why this is not acceptable. This means children do not always understand why 
they cannot do things and, consequently, despite being told no, they continue.

n The managers and staff team have a good understanding of their safeguarding 
procedures. They complete regular risk assessments and ensure the 
environment is safe and secure for all children who attend.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to be consistent in their behaviour management strategies to 
support children to learn why their unwanted behaviour is not acceptable.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY541756

Local authority Slough

Inspection number 10350887

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 5

Total number of places 98

Number of children on roll 126

Name of registered person Slough Borough Council

Registered person unique 
reference number RP541754

Telephone number 01753 574387

Date of previous inspection 10 September 2018

Information about this early years setting

Chalvey Grove Children's Centre Early Years Service registered in 2014. It is located 
in Slough, Berkshire. The setting receives funding for the provision of free early 
education for children aged two, three and four years. It is open Monday to Friday 
from 8am to 6pm, for 51 weeks a year. The provision employs nine staff, of whom 
two hold a relevant qualification at level 6 and seven hold a relevant level 2 or 
above qualification in childcare.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Claire Boparai
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas 
of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n Staff spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector spoke with the manager and nominated individual/registered 

individual about the leadership and management of the setting.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector carried out joint observations of group activities with the manager.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Chalvey Grove Children's Centre Early Years Service
12 August 2024 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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