
Inspection of Chalfont St Peter 
Montessori School
Tithe Barn Youth Centre, Sandy Rise, Chalfont St. Peter, GERRARDS CROSS, 
Buckinghamshire SL9 9TR

Inspection date: 8 October 2019

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children are inspired by the wide range of natural and real-life resources indoors, 
and the excitingly presented garden. Staff teach children to question, think, 
compare, contrast and make decisions, which are important skills for the future. 
They provide abundant support for children's emotional and physical development. 
This means children are extremely well prepared for the next steps in their learning 
and development and their eventual move to school. 

The environment is organised to provide children with wonderful experiences and 
activities, indoors and outdoors, to enthral and excite them in their play. Children 
are always eager to join in with adult-led activities. 

Children are incredibly active and benefit from superb opportunities to develop and 
maintain a healthy lifestyle. For example, they take part in planting and growing 
plants and vegetables. They grow runner beans from seeds in the nursery garden 
and then harvest them together, taking immense pride in their achievements. Staff 
seize every opportunity to expand and extend children's learning. For example, 
children pop the beans open with knives, count them and identify the difference 
between dark blue and black. Children learn to tend to animals' needs. For 
example, they feed the guinea pigs, handle them gently and have the opportunity 
to take them home for the weekend. Children show incredibly high levels of respect 
for their friends and adults. They shake hands and say 'good morning' as they 
arrive and greet visitors. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Practitioners work exceptionally well with parents and other professionals to 
support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). 
Parent feedback is phenomenal. They highly praise the staff team and remark on 
the homely atmosphere their children enjoy. Practitioners' timely and well-
considered interventions ensure that any gaps in children's learning are swiftly 
closed. All children, including those with SEND, make rapid progress in their 
learning and development. For example, children who are identified as not 
progressing well in their speech and language development catch up with their 
peers within just one term of attending. 

n The quality of teaching is excellent. Staff have a deep understanding of child 
development and plan inspiring, unique and challenging activities for children. 
Staff use children's interests to fully engage them in their play. For example, 
children's interest in pumpkins led to growing them from seed. This was further 
extended to develop children's mathematical understanding as they measured 
and weighed pumpkins of different sizes and shapes.

n Staff help to children to build a love of stories and songs and immerse 
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themselves in the activities. Children listen intently to the staff and react with 
delight as they repeat their favourite parts of familiar stories. Staff use 
opportunities extremely well to enable children to predict familiar sounds and 
rhymes and learn about letters and the sounds they make. 

n The principal and staff encourage parents to take an active role in the setting, 
such as through the parent teacher association. They meet regularly to fundraise 
for special events and activities for the children. Children relish the fabulous 
events such as hatching chicks, watching caterpillars turn to butterflies and 
releasing them, and enjoy encounters with reptiles. They go on trips to a forest 
school setting where they have fantastic opportunities to learn about the 
environment and the world around them.

n Staff are very well supported and feel valued in the setting. They are 
encouraged to gain further knowledge and understanding to support their roles. 
Staff retention at the nursery is excellent and they are highly qualified with a 
wealth of experience. Consequently, staff are motivated to constantly evolve the 
setting and are highly focused on giving children the best possible start in life. 

n Extremely effective and individually tailored settling-in procedures help children 
to feel confident and make secure bonds with staff. Staff consistently talk to 
children as they play alongside them and support their emotional well-being. 
Children are extremely happy, self-assured and continually interact with each 
other and the staff.  

n Children have fabulous opportunities to benefit from extra-curricular activities to 
broaden their knowledge in areas such as yoga, ballet, rugby and tennis. 

n Children's individuality is at the heart of the setting. Staff respect each child, 
their views and their backgrounds. As a result, children are confident and 
appreciate each other's diversity.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The principal follows extremely robust recruitment and vetting procedures to check 
the suitability of all staff. Supervisions, appraisals and peer-on-peer observations 
take place regularly, which help the principal to monitor staff's ongoing suitability 
and maintain their high-quality teaching skills. Staff put the welfare of children at 
the heart of all they do. They have an extremely secure understanding of all 
aspects of safeguarding and are very confident about the action to take and whom 
to contact if they have any concerns about a child's welfare. All staff receive 
appropriate and thorough training to secure their understanding of their roles and 
responsibilities.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY451075

Local authority Buckinghamshire

Inspection number 10108828

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 28

Number of children on roll 40

Name of registered person Chalfont St Peter Montessori Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP911157

Telephone number 07973 165 821

Date of previous inspection 9 January 2013

Information about this early years setting

Chalfont St Peter Montessori School registered in 2004. It operates from the Tithe 
Barn Youth Centre in the village of Chalfont St Peter in Buckinghamshire. The 
setting is open each weekday from 8am until 4pm Monday to Friday, term time 
only. Nine staff work with the children, eight of whom hold appropriate childcare 
qualifications, from level 2 to level 6. The nursery provides funded early education 
for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Chris Lamey
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Inspection activities

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke with staff, children and parents at suitable times during the 
inspection. 

n The inspector completed a learning walk and a joint observation with the deputy 
principal.

n The inspector held a meeting with the nursery principal and deputy principal. 
She looked at relevant documentation, including evidence of the suitability of 
staff working in the nursery.

n Several parents spoke to the inspector during the inspection and their views 
were taken into account along with written feedback from some parents.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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