
Inspection of Children 1st @ Leicester
Tarragon Road, LEICESTER LE2 7ET

Inspection date: 20 June 2024

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children exude joy and excitement as they enter the nursery. They beam with 
delight as staff greet them, and confidently leave their parents and carers to begin 
their day. Children immediately engage with their learning environment. They 
display high levels of motivation as they explore, investigate, and practise their 
skills. For example, babies are captivated by picture books they see on display. 
They turn the pages independently and take time to absorb the illustrations. Staff 
skilfully enhance this experience by focusing on sounds and key words. They 
encourage babies to repeat sounds to support their language development. Staff 
throughout the nursery have high expectations for children's learning. They 
consistently implement the ambitious curriculum and work extremely closely as a 
team to ensure that every child achieves the best outcomes. 

Children show respect for each other and their environment. Their behaviour is 
exemplary. Staff are extremely positive role models, providing guidance, 
encouragement and support for children when needed. This helps children to thrive 
as they feel secure and develop positive self-esteem. Children clearly demonstrate 
their understanding of how to build positive relationships with their friends as they 
play harmoniously together. For example, they willingly share toys and take turns 
when using play equipment. Older children display exceptionally high levels of 
independence as they confidently navigate their way through the daily routines. 
This helps to prepare children extremely well for their transition to school. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff ensure that children's emotional well-being is given the highest attention. 
Children form extremely secure attachments with staff, especially their key 
person. Staff build on these stable relationships incredibly well They use their in-
depth knowledge of each child to provide meaningful learning experiences and 
exceptionally high standards of care. 

n Highly effective interactions from staff help children to become confident 
communicators. Babies babble with excitement as staff get down at their level to 
play alongside them. Toddlers use language to express themselves and are keen 
to repeat new words they have learned. Older children use a wide range of 
vocabulary to clearly explain to others what they are doing. For example, 
children express excitement while making models. They state, 'We have got 
dinosaurs outside, so we are making them a cave to live in.'  

n Parents speak very highly of the nursery and comment that children receive 'an 
exceptional start'. Staff provide a wealth of information to support parents in 
understanding how children are progressing and how learning can be further 
enhanced at home. This is achieved through highly effective approaches, such 
as regular parents' meetings and diaries for the youngest children. In the early 
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years room, staff use a learning tree to display activity suggestions that children 
can pick to complete at home. Parents report that they enjoy sharing in 
children's achievements. 

n Staff skilfully encourage children to develop positive attitudes and persevere at 
tasks. For example, when playing outside, some younger children are unable to 
operate peddle bikes. Staff patiently explain and show them how to coordinate 
their movements, encouraging them to develop and practise new skills. This 
helps children to successfully overcome their frustration and experience an 
immense sense of achievement.  

n Staff know precisely what they want children to achieve and provide highly 
engaging activities to build on and further promote children's learning. They 
skilfully ask questions to draw out and build on children's prior learning. For 
example, when colour mixing, staff inspire older children to freely experiment 
and explore. Children become engrossed and show fascination as they create 
new colours and different shades. They use a wide range of tools safely and with 
confidence.   

n Staff working with babies give their utmost attention to ensuring that children's 
emotional and physical needs are met. They offer comfort and reassuring 
contact when babies show signs of getting tired. Staff tailor routines around the 
individual needs of each child. They sing familiar songs and give simple 
explanations to help babies calmly transition from one activity to the next. 

n There is a particularly strong focus on creating an inclusive environment where 
all children thrive and reach their full potential. Children with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities receive exceptional support. Staff work in very close 
partnership with parents and other professionals to ensure that appropriate care 
and education plans are swiftly put into place.   

n Leaders and managers have excellent oversight of the nursery. They are 
passionate about the work they do, and inspire staff to strive to maintain the 
highest standards. Staff show a genuine dedication to providing the best 
opportunities for all children to enjoy and achieve in their learning and 
development. Staff's commitment to their own professional development ensures 
that best practice and innovative ideas are embraced and shared within the 
team.   

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY315827

Local authority Leicester

Inspection number 10337167

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 123

Number of children on roll 198

Name of registered person Breedon House Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP900832

Telephone number 01162554666

Date of previous inspection 5 July 2018

Information about this early years setting

Children 1st @ Leicester registered in 2005 and is located in Leicester. The nursery 
employs 27 members of childcare staff, of whom 19 hold appropriate early years 
qualifications at level 2 or 3. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday, 7.30am 
until 6pm, all year round, except on bank holidays and for a week at Christmas. 
The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old 
children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Kate Scheel
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n Managers joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want the children to learn. 

n The inspector observed the quality of interactions during activities, indoors and 
outside, and assessed the impact that this has on children's learning. 

n The nursery manager and inspector jointly observed and evaluated two group 
activities.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views. 

n Children told the inspector about their friends and what they like to do when 
they are at the nursery. 

n Parents shared their views of the nursery with the inspector. 
n The inspector spoke with managers about the leadership and management of 

the setting. 
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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