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Inspection dates: 21 and 22 September 2022
Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Previous inspection grade Good

What is it like to attend this school?

The school has a calm and orderly atmosphere. Pupils behave well in lessons and
during social times. Relationships between staff and pupils are very positive. Pupils
feel safe and happy in the school. They trust staff to help them if they have any
problems. Bullying is rare. If it occurs, then staff deal with it well.

Lessons are purposeful. Teachers have high expectations of their pupils, who
respond by working hard. The school provides electronic tablets to every pupil to
support their learning. Pupils make good use of these to retain knowledge and
develop themselves as independent learners.

Many pupils involve themselves in the wide choice of extra-curricular activities on
offer. These include a range of sporting activities, dance, drama and gardening
clubs. In addition, pupils in Years 9 to 11 can attend after-school GCSE ‘booster’
classes in different subjects.

The vast majority of parents and carers recommend the school. They say that staff
care about pupils and express confidence in the school’s leaders. Many praise the
range of subjects on offer and say they feel well informed. One parent represented
the views of many when saying: ‘This is a great school, where my children are
looked after in a caring and safe learning environment.
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What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?

Leaders have developed a broad and ambitious curriculum. All pupils, including
those with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND), study a wide range
of subjects. The curriculum has a strong academic core, ensuring that the majority
of pupils complete the English baccalaureate at key stage 4. Pupils are also able to
make four option choices from a diverse range of GCSEs and vocational
qualifications. For example, pupils can choose to study Italian, music, drama and
art. This curriculum prepares pupils well for their next steps beyond Year 11.

Teachers build the curriculum for each subject around the ‘crucial knowledge’ they
want pupils to learn and retain. Pupils’ learning is checked through regular quizzes in
lessons and more formal half-termly assessments. Staff use the information from
assessments to identify any misconceptions or gaps in pupils’ learning. If necessary,
staff then revisit aspects of learning during subsequent lessons and ‘recap’ weeks.
Pupils say that this approach helps them to learn and remember ‘crucial knowledge’.
Reading is taught well.

The special educational needs coordinator (SENCo) and their team know pupils with
SEND very well. They assess their needs and plan interventions to support progress.
Examples include early morning reading and numeracy support sessions. The SEND
team shares information about pupils’ learning needs with teachers. This is often in
the form of a document called a ‘pupil passport’. The information in these passports
is useful although, at times, the suggested strategies lack sufficient precision. Most
teachers use this information to ensure that their teaching meets pupils’ needs.
However, some teachers do not use it as well as they might. Consequently, the
quality of learning for some pupils with SEND varies between lessons.

Pupils’” personal development is given a high priority in the school. The personal,
social, citizenship and health education programme is thoughtfully planned. Pupils
learn about building healthy relationships, staying safe and respecting the views of
others. Beyond the taught curriculum, many pupils involve themselves in community
projects. These include completing community litter-picks, entertaining residents in
local care homes and organising coffee mornings for local residents.

The school’s pupil premium plan includes several valid support strategies. These
include ensuring that all pupils have access to high-quality technology, targeted
‘booster’ sessions and bespoke careers support. It is clear that many pupils benefit
from the support on offer. However, leaders do not routinely check the impact of
these strategies. As a result, it is not always clear how well strategies are working
and to what extent pupils are benefiting.

Staff are proud to work in the school. They express confidence in the school’s
leaders, feeling that they are trusted and well supported. They say that leaders
consider their workload when planning for school improvement and their day-to-day
work.
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Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders have developed a strong safeguarding culture throughout the school. Staff
receive regular safeguarding training and updates, ensuring that they can support
pupils who may be at risk of harm. Leaders work with a range of agencies to make
sure that additional support is in place when needed.

Pupils are taught how to stay safe. Form times and assemblies cover topics such as
online safety, bullying and knife crime. Pupils are confident that there is always a
supportive adult in school to talk to if they have a concern.

All the correct checks on adults in school are carried out and recorded.

What does the school need to do to improve?
(Information for the school and appropriate authority)

B The strategies in the school’s ‘pupil passports’ detailing how to support pupils with
SEND sometimes lack sufficient precision. At the same time, the use that teachers
make of these strategies to adapt their lessons is inconsistent. This means that
the quality of SEND pupils’ learning varies between lessons. Leaders should
ensure that information in the school’s pupil passports:

- includes sufficiently precise strategies to guide teachers in their support for
pupils with SEND

- is used with greater consistency by all teachers.

B Leaders do not routinely evaluate the impact of the school’s pupil premium plan
on pupils’ learning. Consequently, they do not always know how well strategies
are working and to what extent pupils are benefiting. Leaders should ensure that
strategies in the pupil premium plan are fully evaluated for the impact on pupils’
learning. They should do this so that they have a more informed view about what
is working well and what could be improved.

How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.
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http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
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Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government

pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.
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http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings

School details

Unique reference number
Local authority

Inspection number

Type of school

School category

Age range of pupils

Gender of pupils

Number of pupils on the school roll
Appropriate authority

Chair of trust

Headteacher

Website

Date of previous inspection

Information about this school

Ofsted

140470
Staffordshire
10210917

Secondary comprehensive
Academy converter

11 to 16

Mixed

892

Board of trustees

Sarah Gribbin

Robert Swindells
www.ccsc.staffs.sch.uk

25 February 2016

B This school is one of five schools that comprise the Collective Vision Trust (MAT).

B The school uses full-time alternative provision for a small number of pupils at

three providers.

B The school meets the requirements of the Baker Clause, which requires schools to
provide pupils in Years 8 to 13 with information about approved technical
education qualifications and apprenticeships.

Information about this inspection

The inspectors carried out this graded inspection under section 5 of the Education

Act 2005.

B This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
school’s leaders and have taken that into account in their evaluation.

B Inspectors met with the principal and other senior leaders. Meetings were held
with curriculum leaders and the SENCo. Inspectors also met with a range of other
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staff, including early careers teachers, governors and the chief executive officer of
the MAT.

Inspectors carried out deep dives in these subjects: languages, mathematics,
science and humanities. For each deep dive, inspectors met with subject leaders,
considered curriculum guidance, visited a sample of lessons, spoke to teachers,
spoke to some pupils about their learning and looked at samples of pupils’ work.

Inspectors scrutinised a range of safeguarding information, including the school’s
safeguarding policy, spoke to staff and pupils about safeguarding and looked at
how pupils learn about keeping themselves safe. The lead inspector spoke to the
safeguarding leader about the reporting and recording of any safeguarding
incidents.

Inspectors took account of the free-text comments and the responses on Parent
View, Ofsted’s online inspection questionnaire. Inspectors also considered the
responses to Ofsted’s pupil and staff surveys.

Inspection team

Eddie Wilkes, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector

Tim Bassett Ofsted Inspector

Darren Bishop Ofsted Inspector

Huw Bishop Ofsted Inspector
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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