
Inspection of Crookham Sunshines 
Community Preschool
Church Crookham Comunity Centre, Boyce Road, Church Crookham Fleet, 
Hampshire GU52 8AQ

Inspection date: 19 June 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children build excellent relationships with staff. They enter the pre-school 
enthusiastically, safe in the knowledge that their individual interests are 
acknowledged and catered for. This encourages children's readiness to learn, right 
from the very start of their day.

Children make good progress from their starting points across all areas of learning. 
Their preferred styles of learning are considered well when staff plan. For example, 
water stations are thoughtfully set up as children have demonstrated a love for this 
type of play. These opportunities support children's problem-solving skills when 
staff offer challenges, such as, how to get the water from the top to the bottom, 
using gullies and without spilling water. Consequently, children show impressively 
high levels of motivation, resilience, and remain focused for significant periods as 
they persist in achieving their aims.

Children behave exceptionally well. They readily invite others to join in their play 
and consistently share resources. Children benefit from staff consistently modelling 
calm and positive behaviour choices. Subsequently, they show excellent levels of 
acceptance and compassion for peers who find things more challenging than 
themselves. For instance, when situations arise like toys being taken, or towers 
being knocked down, children understand that some friends find things more 
challenging and respond with high levels of self-control and compassion.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n All children, including children with special educational needs and/or disabilities, 
are supported exceptionally well. They benefit hugely from the wide range of 
learning opportunities tailored to suit specific needs. Managers make good use 
of additional funding to consistently support children to access all areas of the 
provision. This results in all children making very good rates of progress.

n The manager and her close-knit staff team work superbly well together. They 
are all dedicated to providing the best learning and development opportunities 
for children. Staff clearly enjoy working at the pre-school and have a passion for 
their work with children. They consistently report workload expectations being 
manageable and feel very well supported, both professionally and personally.

n Children show exceptional levels of self-confidence. They very much enjoy taking 
responsibility for housing their belongings appropriately and completing the self-
registration process. Children engage deeply in activities and ask for help or 
resources should they be required. They speak confidently to visitors and ask 
them questions when their natural curiosity arises. For example, as children role 
play in the home area, they ask visitors what they would like to eat. They ask 
further questions to find out topping selection requests, side orders and drinks. 
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This demonstrates high levels of engagement in their learning and play.
n  Staff plan lots of opportunities for children to be physically active and to gain a 

good understanding of what healthy lifestyle choices might look like. The outside 
area provides opportunities for children to run and move with speed, as they 
practise control of their large-muscle movements. Staff help children to 
understand and assess risk effectively. For instance, children recognise when 
they need help to jump down from the climbing frame, as they ask staff for a 
helping hand.

n Staff support children's communication and language development well. They 
model ambitious language and allow children time to think through and answer 
questions. For instance, as children explore fruits, staff help them think about 
the different textures and shapes of the fruits to help them guess which they 
have. Children are confident to share their ideas and make good progress in 
their speaking skills. 

n Managers plan an ambitious curriculum that caters for all children well. Staff 
have an in-depth knowledge of each child and provide opportunities for personal 
interests and preferred styles of learning to be incorporated into daily planning. 
However, at times, these do not offer opportunities for children to learn about 
lives and communities which are different to their own. 

n Parents comment that their children 'adore their time at pre-school' and cannot 
wait to attend, and that 'they enjoy every moment they have at this loving and 
caring pre-school'. Parents feel well informed and leave their children feeling 
relaxed and assured that their children are well cared for and thriving. Parents 
report feeling well supported through any referral processes required, including 
referrals to speech and language therapists, and very much appreciate advice 
staff provide about how to best help their children prepare for their start at 
school.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Regular training ensures that all staff have an up-to-date understanding of their 
safeguarding roles and responsibilities. All staff have an accurate knowledge of the 
signs that could indicate a child is at risk of neglect or harm. This includes the 
possible risks to children of being exposed to domestic violence or extremist views. 
Staff know the procedures to follow should such a concern about a child arise. 
They know how to escalate these concerns appropriately and the action to take if 
an allegation is made against themselves, or another member of staff. Leaders 
have robust recruitment systems in place to verify if staff are suitable to work with 
children. Regular checks are in place to ensure the ongoing suitability of all staff.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:
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n develop the curriculum further to help broaden children's understanding of the 
communities and lives of people which are different to their own immediate 
experiences.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY491666

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10289306

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Voluntary Childcare 
Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 46

Name of registered person Court Moor Community Playgroup CIO

Registered person unique 
reference number RP902547

Telephone number 01252 939454

Date of previous inspection 20 November 2017

Information about this early years setting

Crookham Sunshines Community Preschool registered in 2015. It is managed by a 
committee of trustees which also manages another pre-school in the vicinity. The 
pre-school is situated in the Church Crookham Community Centre in Crookham 
Park, Church Crookham, in Hampshire. The pre-school operates from Monday to 
Friday, 9am to 3pm, during term time only. A team of 11 members of staff work 
with the children. All staff are qualified in early years at level 2, level 3 and level 5. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Zoe Abraham
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager and inspector conducted a learning walk together and discussed 
the early years curriculum provision and rationale.

n The inspector spoke to staff and children at appropriate times and took account 
of their views.

n The inspector considered the views of parents and carers, which were shared in 
person and through recent written feedback.

n The manager and inspector completed a joint observation and exchanged 
feedback.

n The inspector observed the quality of education provided and assessed the 
impact this has on children's learning.

n A sample of key documentation was scrutinised by the inspector, including staff 
recruitment, qualifications, and ongoing suitability.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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