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Inspection of Crescent Preschool

The Crescent Primary School, Toynbee Road, Eastleigh SO50 9DH

Inspection date: 27 June 2025
Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good
Behaviour and attitudes Good
Personal development Good
Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous

inspection Not applicable
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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children eagerly come into the pre-school and are keen to start playing. They are
warmly greeted by staff and other children who give each other hugs as they
arrive. Children are polite and well mannered. Overall, they listen and follow
instructions given by staff. Children know the rules and boundaries of the pre-
school.

Staff support children as they learn to be independent in everyday routines. For
example, children learn how to pour their own milk for snack. Staff include
mathematical language in children's play to develop their skills. For example, they
talk about different shapes as they play with puzzles. Staff and children develop
good partnerships within the local community. For instance, they visit the residents
of a local care home as well as taking part in activities, such as the local school's
fete.

Staff develop children's self-confidence and self-esteem as they encourage them to
keep trying at things they find difficult while praising their efforts. Children then
take pride in what they have achieved, such as shooting a ball through a basketball
hoop or scoring a goal with a football. Staff challenge children's thinking and
encourage them to think about 'why'. For example, why do we use umbrellas in the
rain? This helps children to think through different concepts and encourages
problem solving as children excitedly come up with answers.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B The curriculum is sequenced and ambitious for all children in the pre-school.
Managers know their children very well and have designed a curriculum that
meets the needs of the children in their care while extending and challenging
their learning and development.

B Overall, children behave well. Staff remind children of the behaviour
expectations as and when needed using visual prompts. For example, staff
remind children to use their indoor voices when the volume increases over lunch.

m All children make good progress in their learning and development including
children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). Children who
are meeting their targets have their learning extended and challenged even
further. For example, staff tailor an activity with building blocks to each child.
They ask some children questions that involve adding and subtracting large
numbers and with other children they count one to three. This means that
children benefit from learning that meets the age and stage of development that
they are at.

m Children's communication and language skills are supported well by staff. They
use adult led activities to build children's vocabulary through games. For
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example, they learn about prepositions as they help 'Incy Wincy spider' find his
friends.

m Children highly benefit from focused adult led activities which, in particular, help
develop children's listening and attention skills. However, at times, the
organisation of adult led activities does not meet the needs of all the children.
For example, quieter children are sometimes overlooked when everyone is
outside together and some children become fidgety and restless when sitting on
the carpet for too long.

m Staff well-being is well supported with staff feeling that they can raise concerns
whenever they need to. Staff also have access to regular training. Managers are
able to identify strengths and weaknesses in staff practice. For example, they
are aware that there are some inconsistencies in staff's knowledge of the
curriculum. However, staff support and coaching is not fully focused on these
weaknesses to help swiftly develop staff practice.

B Managers have a really good understanding of what their children with SEND
need to thrive. They work well with other professionals to ensure children
receive the support they need. This includes supporting children with their
transitions to school. Managers use additional funding appropriately to support
the needs of the children. For example, funding is used to enhance the provision
by providing quiet and calm spaces where children can go if they would like to
spend some time on their own.

B Parents comment on the good communication between themselves and staff.
They feel that their children's needs are met well. This includes staff providing
support for children's home learning by sharing ideas for their development.

B Leaders show an understanding of how to promote children's safety and well-
being. They take appropriate action to rectify any issues that arise. For example,
following recent breaches to requirements relating to risk assessment and ratios,
they have swiftly put matters right. This helps promote children's welfare.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

m build on staff's skills in consistently supporting all children to fully engage with
the learning experiences offered, with particular regard to quieter children
B develop further coaching and training to strengthen staff practice.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 2835637

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10407110

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises
Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of

inspection 2105

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 50

Name of registered person Cuddles and Care Day Nursery Ltd
Telephone number 02380620300

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Cresent Preschool re-registered in 2025. The employs seven members of childcare
staff. Of these, all hold appropriate early years qualifications. The pre-school is
open from 8:30am untill 3.30pm, Monday to Friday, term time only. The setting
provides funded early education for two-, three-and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Natasha Jarvis

Inspection activities

B The manager explained the curriculum intentions to the inspector during the
learning walk.

B The inspector took part in discussions with the manager and staff during the
inspection.

B The manager and the inspector observed and evaluated an activity together.

B The inspector sampled relevant documents and reviewed evidence of the
suitability of staff.

B Parents shared their views with the inspector.

B The inspector observed staff and children throughout the day.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

FHK

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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