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Overall effectiveness Requires improvement 

The quality of education Requires improvement 

Behaviour and attitudes Requires improvement 

Personal development Requires improvement 

Leadership and management Requires improvement 

Early years provision Requires improvement 

Previous inspection grade Inadequate  
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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Leaders have high expectations for pupils. The changes they are making are having 
a positive effect on improving the quality of education. Recent improvements in the 
early years mean that children are getting off to an effective start with their 
education. Leaders have put in place an ambitious curriculum across the full range 
of subjects. There has also been a focus on making sure that pupils secure the 
important basics in reading, writing and mathematics. The teaching of reading is top 
priority. However, many pupils need to urgently catch up with learning to read. 
 
The wider curriculum includes opportunities for pupils to learn about healthy 
relationships, and to be supported with their mental health and well-being. 
Programmes such as ‘This girl can’ and ‘Be a gentleman’ provide children with 
positive role models. 
 
Pupils said that they feel happy and safe at school. There are positive relationships 
between pupils and staff. Pupils have learned about different types of bullying, and 
are confident that they would report any issues to a trusted adult. The school rules, 
‘ready, respectful, safe’, are known and understood. Most pupils behave well. Some 
have not developed consistently positive attitudes to learning. Pupils reported that 
the behaviour of others sometimes disturbs their learning. 
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
Trustees and the academy improvement board are highly ambitious for the school. 
They are a source of support and challenge for school leaders. They have an 
accurate view of the recent improvements, and know what is still required. 
 
Leaders are making important improvements. Changes to the early years, the 
curriculum and provision for pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
(SEND) are starting to make a difference. 
 
Subject leaders have carefully considered the curriculum. They have received 
support and training from the trust. This is giving them greater confidence to lead 
their subjects. Units of work in each subject are sequenced appropriately so that 
pupils’ knowledge can build effectively over time. Plans give sufficient attention to 
securing the basics of reading, writing and mathematics. They also allow for the 
revisiting of important concepts, so that pupils can secure and embed this 
knowledge. 
 
The way the curriculum is being implemented is not consistently effective. Many 
pupils have gaps in their learning. Teachers do not always check and address these 
effectively. Teaching sometimes moves too quickly to more complex tasks when 
pupils have not secured the necessary prior learning. This is particularly the case in 
subjects such as phonics and mathematics, where knowledge is built sequentially. 
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Provision for pupils with SEND has continued to improve. These pupils’ needs are 
carefully identified, and fitting targets are set. The special educational needs 
coordinator (SENCo) works closely with staff to make sure that pupils are well 
supported to access the curriculum. 
 
Leaders have acted on previous recommendations to improve the teaching of 
reading. Phonics lessons, from Reception, now incorporate spelling as well as 
reading so that pupils can see the reversible nature of the phonics code. There is 
greater consistency in the teaching approaches used. However, many pupils remain 
behind with reading. 
 
Struggling readers in key stage 1 are not catching up as quickly as they need to. 
They have extra help beyond their phonics sessions. In their phonics lessons, 
though, they do not spend enough time practising the phonics for their stage. They 
are not able to keep up with the expectations of the phonics programme for their 
age, as they do not have the necessary prior knowledge. These pupils are often 
expected to work independently too quickly, without further modelling and checking 
that they are on the right track. As a result, in phonics lessons, these pupils receive 
less practice than their peers, when they need more. 
 
Pupils in key stage 2 who have still not mastered the phonics code are now receiving 
carefully tailored support. This is helping some to catch up and be able to access an 
age-appropriate curriculum. Others still require significant support if they are to 
catch up with their peers. 
 
Most pupils behave well. However, some do not have such positive attitudes to their 
learning. They are easily distracted and sometimes interrupt the work of others. 
 
Attendance for some pupils remains low. Leaders have effective systems for dealing 
with pupils’ absence, and promote the importance of good attendance. Rewards and 
prizes, such as laptops, are encouraging pupils to come to school every day. 
 
A pastoral team supports pupils’ personal development and emotional well-being. 
The team identifies pupils who might need additional help. Daily well-being check-
ins and attendance at breakfast club are examples of how pupils are supported to 
have a safe and settled start to school each day. 
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
Leaders have put effective systems in place to make pupils’ safety a priority. Leaders 
deliver regular training and updates for staff on safeguarding issues. This enables 
adults to be alert to possible signs of concern. Leaders make good use of 
partnerships with other agencies. For example, the local police help to educate 
pupils and families about risks in the community. 
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Assemblies and the wider curriculum provide plentiful opportunities for pupils to 
learn about keeping themselves safe. Pupils learn about possible dangers they may 
encounter. For example, they learn how to manage risks when online, crossing a 
road or riding a bicycle. 
 

What does the school need to do to improve? 
 
(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
 
 Many pupils in the early stages of learning to read have fallen behind. Phonics 

lessons are not always providing the amount of practice needed for pupils to 
become accurate and automatic with the phonics knowledge they need. Pupils 
spend too much time trying to access the same learning as their peers, when 
they do not have the phonic knowledge to do so with success. Leaders should 
make sure that work is well matched to pupils’ stage in their phonics learning, 
and that pupils get as much practice with this as possible. Teachers and teaching 
assistants should make ongoing checks of pupils’ understanding so that they can 
correct any errors and give pupils plenty of practice in each lesson. 

 Subject leaders have developed effective curriculum plans. They now need to 
work with teachers to develop their expertise in implementing these plans as 
effectively as possible. For example, teachers should be supported to address 
typical gaps in pupils’ learning and ensure that pupils can apply key concepts 
fluently. Senior leaders should make sure that subject leadership is increasingly 
effective in improving pupils’ achievement. 

 Pupils do not always have positive learning behaviours. This means that their own 
learning, and that of others, is affected. Leaders should ensure that all staff have 
consistently high expectations of pupils’ behaviour. 
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How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted 
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 
If you are the school and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you 
can complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government 
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 141771 

Local authority Rotherham 

Inspection number 10201216 

Type of school Primary 

School category Academy converter  

Age range of pupils 3 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 211 

Appropriate authority Board of trustees 

Chair of trust Philip Marshall  

Headteacher David Taylor (executive headteacher) 
Sarah Reason (head of school) 

Website http://www.dcpschool.co.uk/ 

Date of previous inspection 8 and 9 June 2021, under section 8 of 
the Education Act 2005 

 

Information about this school 
 
 The school no longer has provision for two-year-olds. 

 The school does not use any alternative provision. 

 There is a breakfast club. 

 

Information about this inspection 
 
The inspectors carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005. 
 
The inspectors carried out this inspection under section 8 of the Education Act 2005. 
The inspectors deemed the inspection a section 5 inspection under the same Act. 
 
In accordance with section 13(4) of the Education Act 2005, Her Majesty’s Chief 
Inspector is of the opinion that the school no longer requires special measures. 
 
 This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19 

pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with school 
leaders and have taken that into account in their evaluation. 
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 Inspectors carried out deep dives in these subjects: early reading, mathematics, 
geography and physical education. For each deep dive, inspectors met with 
subject leaders, visited lessons, spoke to some pupils about their learning and 
looked at samples of pupils’ work. 

 Inspectors met with the executive headteacher, the head of school and a range of 
other leaders, including the early years leader and the SENCo. Meetings were also 
held with the chair of the board of trustees, the chief executive officer and the 
chair of the academy improvement board. 

 Inspectors talked to leaders, staff and pupils about safeguarding issues. They 
examined safeguarding records, including those related to behaviour and bullying.  

 

Inspection team 

 

Kirsty Godfrey, lead inspector Her Majesty’s Inspector 

Simon McCarthy Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 

inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 

child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 

information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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