
Inspection of Doodlebugs Preschool
1 West Way, Southwell Business Park, PORTLAND, Dorset DT5 2NA

Inspection date: 23 September 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are confident and settle quickly and engage in activities of their choosing. 
Children communicate their needs well. They share and take turns. Children are 
independent and persevere as they play and learn. Children are happy and form 
strong relationships with staff and peers. Children receive purposeful, sensitive 
interactions from staff, which builds on what children already know and can do. 
Staff are kind and caring. They know children in their care well and show interest in 
their thoughts, ideas and stories. The respectful relationships modelled by staff are 
mirrored by children. Children show care towards others. For example, when 
children wish to have a turn as the shopkeeper, children declare 'taking turns is fun 
and kind'.

There are clear links between the aims of the curriculum and the support staff 
provide for children. Staff prioritise supporting children's confidence to flourish. 
Each interaction between staff and children boosts children's self-belief. Children 
approach learning activities with interest and curiosity. This promotes success in 
learning and good progress. Staff support children to take ownership of their 
learning and children enjoy responsibilities, such as being 'mini teacher' for the day. 
Children also enjoy being chosen to count their friends for singing at the start of 
songs during sign and sing sessions. Children show such happiness and pride as 
they loudly count to five and their friends know that this signifies time to sing. 
Children delight in being trusted with responsibility and it further fuels their 
engagement in learning.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children learn to manage and assess risks for themselves. Staff speak with 
children about the review board and ask them to consider if risks, such as 
needing the toilet, sun burn, being cold or thirsty, have been managed. Children 
pause, think and consider if actions taken have lessened the risk of accidents or 
discomfort. They then all agree that they are ready and safe to play outside.

n Staff well-being is good. Staff feel valued. They receive good support from 
leaders to develop their skills and share their ideas and knowledge. For example, 
a member of staff has been chosen to be the communication champion for the 
setting. Passion and drive to support all children to be able to confidently 
communicate is a strength of the staff team.

n Children engage well in their play and when taking part in group-time activities. 
However, at times, children's listening and attention skills are not best supported 
and staff have expectations of children that do not meet children's age and 
stage of development.

n Leaders support older children to be ready for their transition to school. They 
collaborate effectively with staff at local primary schools. Children benefit from 
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regular visits to schools, where they take part in sports, picnics and celebrations. 
These opportunities help children build confidence for their next stage in 
learning.

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) are well 
supported. Staff provide children with targeted teaching that promotes progress. 
For example, children with speech and language delays benefit from 
communication boards being used consistently. Children's confidence flourishes 
as all children have methods to share their needs, wants and ideas swiftly.

n Staff support children's communication and language skills well. They model 
language consistently for children. For example, as children enjoy making 
potions, staff use capacity vocabulary clearly and deliberately to support 
children's understanding of full and empty. Children enjoy using these words as 
they create their own potions. Children also learn a range of communication 
strategies to promote confidence in sharing their wishes. For example, children 
use sign language to indicate they would like more milk at snack time. 

n Staff prioritise children's well-being. They speak with children about their 
feelings and offer cuddles and reassurance as needed. However, at times 
younger children's well-being is not best supported. Staff do not have effective 
procedures in place to support the youngest children to be able to benefit from 
quality sleep times that are restorative.

n Parents speak highly of the nurturing staff. They are grateful for support they 
receive on aspects of parenting, such as toilet training, establishing positive 
behaviours at home and broadening the range of foods children experience. 
However, staff do not regularly share children's next steps in learning effectively 
with parents so they can support progress in the home.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n improve strategies for sharing children's next steps in learning with parents so 
their learning can be best supported at home

n promote all children's listening and attention skills by adapting support strategies 
to meet the needs of children at different ages and stages of development

n implement effective procedures for younger children that need sleep times, so 
that high levels of well-being are promoted, and children benefit from restful, 
quality sleep.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY547567

Local authority Dorset

Inspection number 10408320

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 16

Number of children on roll 20

Name of registered person Smyth, Sandra

Registered person unique 
reference number RP547566

Telephone number 07927300212

Date of previous inspection 30 January 2020

Information about this early years setting

Doodlebugs Preschool registered in 2017. It is privately owned and is located in 
Portland, Dorset. The pre-school employs five members of childcare staff, four of 
whom hold qualifications at level 3, and one holds a qualification at level 1. The 
pre-school is open from Monday to Friday, during term time only. Sessions are from 
8.30am until 3pm. The pre-school provides government funded places for 
childcare.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Shirley Evel
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Inspection activities

n The deputy manager, manager and inspector completed a learning walk together 
of all areas of the pre-school and discussed the early years curriculum.

n Children spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n Staff spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n Staff spoke to the inspector about how they support children with SEND.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector carried out joint observations of group activities with the manager.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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