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improving lives

Inspection date 19 May 2017

Previous inspection date 13 May 2015

The quality and standards of the  This inspection: Outstanding 1
early years provision Previous inspection:  Good

Effectiveness of the leadership and management Outstanding 1
Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Outstanding 1
Personal development, behaviour and welfare Outstanding 1
Outcomes for children Outstanding 1

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision is outstanding

B The manager monitors children's progress and assessment exceptionally well. She
frequently identifies gaps in children's learning and ensures there is a high level of
qualified staff. This helps all children make excellent progress in their learning and
development.

B The manager provides staff with thought-provoking scenarios to help them challenge
any potential incidents of discrimination. This helps to keep children safe from set
opinions and attitudes.

B Children enjoy an exceptional range of enriching activities that ignites their interests.
For example, children learn how to design and build highly impressive jungle habitats
using real tools and materials, such as hammers and nails. This helps children learn
how to plan, construct and manipulate tools at a high level.

B Children have excellent support for their move on to school. For example, exemplary
'link books' provide children with photographs of teaching staff and the school
environment, to help them feel emotionally secure.

B Parents are actively involved in children's learning. They help the pre-school to prepare
events in the local village, such as fairs and fetes, to help children learn about
community traditions.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

B extend the already excellent progress of most-able children during group activities,
particularly in mathematics, to help them make even more progress in their learning.

Inspection activities

B The inspector held discussions with management, staff and children.
The inspector observed children engaging in a range of activities, inside and outside.

The inspector undertook a joint observation with the manager.

The inspector viewed a range of documents, including accident records, safeguarding
policies and risk assessments.

B The inspector took into account the views of parents.

Inspector
Joanne Steward
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Inspection findings

Effectiveness of the leadership and management is outstanding

Safeguarding is effective. The manager ensures all staff have a robust understanding of
how to keep children safe from harm. For example, the manager routinely asks staff
safeguarding questions and provides them with thought-provoking quizzes and role play
scenarios. This helps to ensure staff's excellent knowledge of child protection remains
updated. The manager carries out comprehensive staff supervisions and uses these to
plan highly focused training sessions. For example, recent training helps staff to develop
their personal strengths further. This rapidly increases staff morale, and helps staff to
extend children's confidence in their own abilities. The management team evaluates the
quality of the provision rigorously. They identify areas to be improved, and make rapid
changes. For example, children have extensive opportunities to extend and develop their
own ideas, to help them reach their full potential.

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is outstanding

Staff meticulously follow children's interests to help children make excellent progress in
their learning. For example, staff brilliantly help older children learn about groups of
sharks. Children are encouraged to use technology to find out important facts, such as
how many rows of teeth sharks have. Innovative discussions and further extensions of the
activity help children have an exceptional understanding of the world around them.
Younger children enjoy learning about farm animals from books. Staff skilfully help
children recreate farmlands using a variety of natural materials, such as soil, split peas,
lettuce and porridge. This helps children use what they have learnt in highly imaginative
ways. Although on occasions, staff miss opportunities to extend more-able children's
learning during whole group activities.

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are outstanding

Staff develop caring relationships with children. They listen and follow children's ideas
exceptionally well. For example, staff provided children with real car parts and tools
following children's interest in transport. This helps support children's self-motivation and
growing independence. Staff expertly develop children's understanding of how their body
works. For example, staff superbly teach children about the heart, and talk extensively
about how it pumps blood through their veins. Children then use this new knowledge
during play, such as drawing veins on animals in their pictures.

Outcomes for children are outstanding

All children make excellent progress from their starting points. Younger children eagerly
talk about the textures and smells of different herbs. Older children use extensive
vocabulary, such as carnivores and herbivores to demonstrate their understanding of
dinosaurs. All children flourish in this exceptional pre-school.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection number

Type of provision

Day care type

Registers

Age range of children
Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference humber

Date of previous inspection

Telephone number

EY368891

Devon

1093328

Sessional provision
Childcare - Non-Domestic

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

2-4

26

53

Ermington Pre-School Unit Committee
RP527756

13 May 2015
01548 831017

Ermington Pre School registered in 2008 and is situated in Ivybridge, Devon. The pre-
school operates each weekday from 8.45am until 3.15pm during term time. The pre-
school receives early education funding for children aged two-, three- and four-years-old.
Two members of staff hold a level 6 qualification and five members of staff have obtained

level 3 in childcare.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the early

years foundation stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium,
under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store St
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234 .
Textphone: 0161 618 8524 *x XK

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted Ste
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