
Inspection of Fen Drayton Montessori 
Nursery
The Old School House, High Street, Fen Drayton, CAMBRIDGE CB24 4SJ

Inspection date: 24 June 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are confident, enthusiastic learners. Staff shape the clear and well-
sequenced curriculum around children's interests. Staff focus on children's 
individual needs to help them build on what they already know and understand. 
There is a clear ethos to support early communication and language and to support 
children's personal, emotional and social development. Babies and very young 
children explore paint with their hands. They feel the texture while they squeeze 
the paint between their fingers. Staff narrate what children are doing, helping to 
introduce new words to children's emerging vocabularies. Meanwhile, in the 
garden, older children climb into a boat. They decide that they are travelling to 
another country. Children take paper and pencils on their adventure, allowing them 
to practise their early writing skills. They nominate their friends to sail the boat and 
invite staff to join them on their journey. Children work together, negotiate and 
share ideas, helping to strengthen their social skills in a creative way.

Children behave well. They respond positively to the gentle reminders staff give 
them about being kind to their friends and allowing others to have a turn with 
popular resources. Minor disputes are quickly resolved, contributing to the 
harmonious and industrious environment.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders have high expectations of staff. In turn, staff have high expectations of 
children. The well-qualified team has a clear understanding of how its teaching 
and interactions help to support children's progress. Staff answer children's 
questions with clear explanations. They encourage older children to think 
through possible solutions or predict answers for themselves. With support, 
children look at books to help check facts. This minimises any misconceptions 
children might have. As a result, children learn where and how they can find out 
new information to help them build on what they already know and understand.

n From a young age, staff encourage and teach children to become independent. 
For example, babies hold spoons and begin to feed themselves. Staff do not 
rush them, allowing plenty of time for babies and very young children to practise 
the skills they need to proficiently eat the nutritious food. Older children help to 
set the table for lunch. They work out how many plates and cups they need for 
the group of children. Staff thank them for their help, contributing to children's 
growing self-esteem and confidence.

n Partnerships with parents are good. Key persons send regular updates to parents 
about what children have been doing and their progress through a secure 
electronic app. In addition, parents talk to staff when they drop off and collect 
their children. Parents are encouraged to borrow books or small sacks containing 
resources to help support children at home. This helps to strengthen the 
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continuity of learning children experience. 
n Children form close relationships with their key persons and other staff. As a 

result, staff know children very well, contributing to their ability to focus their 
teaching methods to suit children's individual needs. Babies snuggle up to staff. 
They look at books, feeling the textures within. Older children talk to staff about 
exciting trips they have been on with their families, helping to trigger even more 
activities and investigations in the nursery about what they saw or did. 

n The manager and company leaders ensure that staff receive the coaching, 
training and support they need to sensitively help them carry out their roles 
effectively.  For example, staff access online training courses that interest them 
through a professional training company. In addition, regular team meetings 
highlight aspects of education or safeguarding that help staff focus on the 
specific needs of the cohort of children in their care.

n Staff use a good balance of child- and adult-led activities to help support 
children's learning. However, there are times during some adult-led activities 
where children are less engaged. Staff do not always identify or find ways to 
maintain effectively all children's focus or engagement in ways that allow them 
to be fully included in valuable learning opportunities. As a result, there are 
times when some children's learning experiences are less meaningful.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to find strategies to fully engage children throughout the activities 
and experiences they plan.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY426331

Local authority Cambridgeshire

Inspection number 10344410

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 9

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 51

Name of registered person Sunhill Daycare (Europe) Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP519019

Telephone number 01954230030

Date of previous inspection 27 September 2018

Information about this early years setting

Fen Drayton Montessori Nursery registered in 2011. The nursery opens Monday to 
Friday all year round with the exception of bank holidays and one week at 
Christmas. Sessions are from 7.30am until 6.30pm. The nursery provides funded 
early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. There are seven 
members of childcare staff. Of these, five hold appropriate early years qualifications 
at level 3 and above.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Katrina Rodden
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider has received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
the manager and staff and took that into consideration in her evaluation of the 
provision.

n The manager took the inspector on a learning walk of the nursery. She described 
the curriculum and how children learn.

n A planned activity was watched by the inspector and the manager. The manager 
described the quality of the teaching they had observed.

n The inspector held a meeting with the manager and two members of the 
provider's area management team.

n The inspector observed activities in the nursery and garden. She spoke to staff 
and children at appropriate times throughout the inspection and took their views 
into consideration.

n The inspector spoke to a number of parents in person and over the telephone. 
She took their views into account in her evaluation of the provision.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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