
Inspection of Forget Me Not Day 
Nursery
The Gryphon School, Bristol Road, Sherborne DT9 4EQ

Inspection date: 15 August 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children develop strong communication skills in the language-rich environment. 
Toddlers enjoy singing along to familiar songs while babies delight in shaking 
tambourines and moving their bodies in time to the music. Older children listen 
intently to stories. Staff read in a highly engaging manner, using different voices 
for each character and varying the tone, volume and speed of their voices.

Children develop a love of reading. They are all eager to choose books from the 
nursery's lending library to take home and share with their parents. Children have 
many opportunities to develop their good literacy skills. Babies handle soft books 
independently. Older children use the pictures in books as prompts to retell familiar 
stories.

Children are happy and feel secure. Babies that are new to the setting quickly form 
strong emotional attachments to staff. Staff attune to their needs very well. When 
babies wake up, staff gently talk to them and stroke their hair until they are ready 
to start playing. Children behave well. Staff are skilled at supporting children to 
resolve minor disagreements.   

Staff provide good educational experiences that interest children and motivate 
them to learn. They promptly identify when children have additional needs and 
they work effectively with other professionals to provide specialist support for 
children's development. All children make good progress, including those with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities.  

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff provide a wide variety of educational experiences based on children's 
interests. They use their strong teaching skills to extend children's learning as 
they play. Managers have recently enhanced systems for assessing children's 
progress and use the information to inform what children need to learn next. 
However, the system is new and not embedded and not all staff plan the next 
steps in children's learning as precisely as possible.

n Children benefit from plenty of opportunities to be active and develop their 
physical skills. Staff provide interesting resources for babies to encourage them 
to move and to spend time on their tummies, lifting their heads and building 
strength in their arms. Children take part in planned movement sessions. They 
notice that they feel hot and tired after exercising. 

n Staff interact well with children. They allow children plenty of time to think, 
express their ideas and find solutions. Children take turns rolling balls through a 
long cardboard tube elevated at one end by tyres. They work well together to 
dislodge a ball that is stuck. Children test out their ideas, using wooden tools, 

Inspection report: Forget Me Not Day Nursery
15 August 2022 2



shaking and lifting to remove it. Staff talk to children as they work together, 
providing a narrative of what they are doing and offering encouragement and 
praise. Children clap and smile when they achieve their aims.

n Staff support children's personal, social and emotional development very well. 
Children are friendly towards each other and they develop high levels of 
confidence. Staff appreciate that children may not have finished an activity by 
the time they need to move on. Children know to leave a red triangle on 
resources, so that they are not packed away and they can return later to finish 
activities to their satisfaction.

n Parents report that their children are happy at the setting. They comment on 
improvements in their children's speech and they are pleased that children sing 
songs and rhymes at home that they have learned at nursery. Parents value 
daily discussions with staff about children's well-being and the activities they 
have taken part in. However, parents are not consistently provided with 
information to support children's learning at home as well as possible.

n Children develop good levels of independence. Older children understand the 
nursery routines well. They serve their own lunches and prepare fruit and 
vegetables for snack time. Babies have plenty of time to practise using spoons to 
feed themselves. 

n The management team provide strong support for staff's professional 
development. Regular supervision sessions are used effectively to celebrate 
achievements, provide coaching for staff and to identify training needs. 
Managers and staff are ambitious and motivated to study for further 
qualifications to support them in developing their practice to the highest levels. 
Staff undertake specific training to support them in their roles. For instance, 
upon promotion to room leader, staff undertake management training.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Managers have established a strong culture of safeguarding in the setting. The 
leadership team and staff understand their roles in keeping children safe. Staff 
know the signs that could indicate a child is at risk from harm and they understand 
the reporting procedures to follow if they have concerns. Managers and staff 
undertake regular safeguarding training and share updates during monthly staff 
meetings. Managers follow good procedures to recruit staff safely. The premises 
are safe and secure and managers regularly review procedures to ensure children's 
safety.    

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n embed the new assessment system to inform staff's planning and support 
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children to achieve the highest levels of progress
n enhance the exchange of information with parents to fully involve them in their 

children's learning and development.

Inspection report: Forget Me Not Day Nursery
15 August 2022 4



Setting details
Unique reference number 2623955

Local authority Dorset

Inspection number 10249602

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 66

Number of children on roll 65

Name of registered person Forget Me Not Day Nursery Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number 2623954

Telephone number 01935 810112

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Forget Me Not Day Nursery registered in 2021. The nursery operates from a 
purpose-built unit in the grounds of The Gryphon School, in Sherborne, Dorset. It is 
open each weekday from 8am to 6pm, for 50 weeks of the year. The nursery offers 
an early bird session from 7.45am until 8am. The nursery receives funding to 
provide free early education for children aged two, three and four years. There are 
17 members of staff. One of the managers is a qualified teacher, two members of 
staff are qualified to level 5, eight hold level 3 qualifications and one is qualified to 
level 2. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sarah Peacock
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The managers and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n Staff and children spoke to the inspector throughout the inspection.
n The inspector spoke to the nominated individual and manager about the 

leadership and management of the setting. 
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a group activity with the 

manager.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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