
Inspection of Foxton Pre-School
Foxton Village Hall, 11 Hardman Road, Foxton, CAMBRIDGE CB22 6RN

Inspection date: 24 October 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Parents and children are greeted warmly by the staff as they arrive in the morning. 
Children settle quickly. They are provided with activities which engage them, 
facilitated by staff who know their interests well. Children display strong bonds with 
staff, and new children quickly build attachments with their designated key person. 
Staff are on hand to support children's emotional needs. Children explore their 
emotions through books and role play and use mirrors to reflect on how their face 
changes when they feel happy and sad. When children become a little upset, staff 
are quickly on hand to offer reassuring cuddles and provide them with a safe space 
to express how they feel. As a result, children demonstrate that they feel safe and 
secure.

Staff act as positive role models and are respectful in their approach. Together, 
staff and children create pre-school rules. Children's positive behaviour is 
celebrated, and as a result, children have a good understanding of what is 
expected of them. On the occasions where children need reminders, staff 
sensitively explain the reasons behind the rules. As children play in the outdoor 
area, staff support their understanding of turn-taking as they ride on wheeled toys. 
Inside, children are encouraged to wait patiently for their turn to roll the pumpkins 
in the paint. As a result, children are learning social expectations needed for future 
learning and their behaviour is good.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders are passionate about the pre-school and are committed to providing 
high-quality care and learning experiences for all children. All staff work as a 
team effectively and report that they feel fully supported in their role. Staff and 
managers have regular meetings to discuss the curriculum and the learning 
environment. They spend time reflecting on their practice and the needs of the 
children. As a result of this effective collaboration, all children make good 
progress in their learning.

n Secure key-person systems are in place and staff know the children extremely 
well. They regularly assess children's progress to identify what they already 
know and can do. They use information gathered to highlight any emerging gaps 
in learning and then plan for children's next steps. As a result of thorough 
assessments, targeted plans are swiftly put in place to support those children 
with special educational needs and/or disabilities. Staff work closely with parents 
and other professionals to ensure that children's needs are fully met. 

n Children's communication and language skills are promoted well. Staff immerse 
themselves in children's play, engaging in meaningful conversations of interest. 
They narrate children's actions and introduce new vocabulary to extend learning. 
As children explore autumnal objects, staff encourage them to use descriptive 
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language as they explore how the objects feel. They then compare this to how 
they feel when dipped in paint. Staff enthusiastically read stories to children as 
they cuddle up together in cosy areas. During mealtimes, children discuss the 
vegetables they are eating. Staff support their understanding of where food 
comes from, and they recall previous experiences of growing carrots. These 
opportunities support children's growing vocabulary and build on the skills 
needed to become effective communicators. 

n Staff provide opportunities for children to become independent learners. 
Resources are carefully positioned so that children can access them freely and 
make choices in their play. Staff encourage children to use the bathroom and 
wash their hands independently. However, at times, staff are quick to complete 
simple tasks for children that they could try for themselves, such as pouring their 
own drinks and wiping their own nose. 

n Partnerships with parents are a strength of the pre-school. Parents share 
extremely positive feedback about the staff and the provision they provide. They 
state that from their initial meeting with the team, they have felt welcomed and 
part of the pre-school community. Coffee mornings with the committee members 
and staff help parents to feel supported and well informed about their children's 
care and education. Parents are provided with regular updates on their children's 
learning and are given support and ideas on how to continue learning at home. 
They comment that their children have built strong bonds with their key person 
and that the teaching is personalised to their individual needs and interests.

n Leaders have built strong partnerships with the on-site school. Children are able 
to order school lunches and see what it is like in the school's dinner hall. They 
have opportunities to take part in school events, such as sports day and harvest 
festival. As children approach the end of their time at the pre-school, teaching 
staff from the school are invited to visit the children and talk about their 
eventual move. Staff prepare detailed reports to share with teachers. These 
strong links enable children to transition seamlessly to the next stage in their 
learning.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n help staff to consistently support children with their emerging independence and 
their self-help skills during everyday routines. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY376520

Local authority Cambridgeshire

Inspection number 10364088

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 25

Number of children on roll 20

Name of registered person Foxton Pre-School

Registered person unique 
reference number RP908072

Telephone number 07946713708

Date of previous inspection 24 January 2019

Information about this early years setting

Foxton Pre-School registered in 2008 and is managed by a voluntary committee. 
The pre-school employs five members of childcare staff, four of whom hold 
appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 or above. The pre-school opens 
from Monday to Friday, from 8.30am until 3.15pm, during term time only. It 
provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Carly Parkinson
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Inspection activities

n The manager and the inspector discussed how the pre-school organises their 
early years provision, including the aims and rationale for their early years 
foundation stage curriculum.

n The inspector spoke to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this has on children's learning. 

n The inspector observed how staff interact with children and spoke with the 
children present. 

n The inspector and the manager completed a joint observation of an activity to 
assess the quality of teaching. 

n The manager provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation on 
request.

n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Foxton Pre-School
24 October 2024 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024

Inspection report: Foxton Pre-School
24 October 2024 6

http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

