
Inspection of Fordfield Nursery Ltd 
Ruxox House
Ruxox House, Maulden Road, Flitwick, BEDFORD MK45 5BN

Inspection date: 28 June 2024

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Leaders and staff provide a curriculum that is extremely broad, rich and responsive 
to children's needs. They work very closely with parents to provide activities and 
experiences that help all children make excellent progress from their starting 
points. Staff understand children's individual needs extremely well. They use their 
knowledge, as well as a deep understanding of their preferred learning styles and 
interests, to shape activities and experiences that thoroughly engage each child.

Children thrive and make excellent progress. They readily recognise two- and 
three-digit numbers, and thoroughly understand mathematical concepts such as 
heavier, lighter, more, less, larger and smaller. They are eager investigators, 
exploring objects in a box. They predict what they might find and quickly compare 
their treasures. Children confidently make connections, working out that an 
elephant and lion have the same number of legs. Staff help to reshape and extend 
children's learning with gentle correction, and introduce new learning at just the 
right time. For example, when children identify that car wheels are round, staff 
remind them that the shape name is 'circle'.

Other children concentrate closely as they follow a recipe to make bread. They 
remember that flour comes from wheat that has been cut and ground, and they 
work out with staff that sundried tomatoes are dried in the sun. Children 
thoroughly enjoy picking their own herbs from the nursery garden, and explore 
their smell, taste and texture. They add herbs to their bread to make their own 
flavours. Children's behaviour is exemplary as they listen to instructions from staff, 
and to their friends, working extremely well as a group.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The extremely robust monitoring of the curriculum by managers and staff 
ensures that everyone working with children understands the intent of 
experiences on offer, and that they can assess the impact carefully. This enables 
them to reshape activities at any point needed to support children. Staff identify 
where children have gaps in their learning extremely quickly, and address these 
immediately to support all children to make the strong progress of which they 
are capable.

n Managers have a thorough oversight of the nursery. They work with staff to 
empower them to recognise successful learning opportunities, and to reflect and 
improve on anything they feel could have gone better. The significant focus on 
communication and language in the nursery helps all children, including those 
who speak English as an additional language, to develop confident language 
skills ready to access the whole curriculum. This also gives children an excellent 
start for their future learning, including at school.
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n Parents warmly praise the nursery. They highlight the high quality of staffing and 
the considerable progress their children have made since they started. Those 
whose older children have already moved to school are very impressed with how 
well prepared their children have been for their Reception year. Parents are 
deeply pleased at how well their children have settled in, commenting that their 
children are socially confident and interact well with others. Other parents 
discuss the broad knowledge that their children have gained during their time at 
the nursery. 

n The management team is extremely thorough when reviewing practice, and has 
a strong drive for improvement. It is diligent in its support of staff and 
encourages all staff to achieve the highest levels of practice. Staff are 
successfully supervised and motivated. The management team shows great 
resilience to continue driving the highest quality, even during more difficult 
times, to achieve the best outcomes for children. All staff are inspired to 
continuously improve their knowledge and skills, and develop higher 
qualifications. This results in a highly skilled and effective staff team who 
promotes the best outcomes for children. 

n Babies thrive in the close support of staff who know and meet their needs 
extremely well. Staff support babies to roll, explore, jump and climb, developing 
robust physical skills to help them be ready for the move to the toddler room. 
Toddlers receive close emotional support from staff, with whom they build close 
bonds. Toddlers feel thoroughly able to explore the exciting resources on offer. 
They beam with delight as they excitedly tell staff that they have built a tower 
and knocked it over. Staff thoroughly value things that toddlers say, listen 
intently and respond with great interest, helping toddlers feel valued and very 
secure. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY366384

Local authority Central Bedfordshire

Inspection number 10338977

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 5

Total number of places 75

Number of children on roll 92

Name of registered person Fordfield House Nursery Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP523247

Telephone number 01525 405524

Date of previous inspection 20 September 2018

Information about this early years setting

Fordfield Nursery Ltd Ruxox House registered in 2007. The nursery employs 22 
members of childcare staff. Of these, 17 hold appropriate early years qualifications 
at level 2 or above. The nursery employs an early years teacher. The nursery opens 
from Monday to Friday, all year round, apart from two weeks in the summer and 
two weeks at Christmas when the nursery closes. Sessions are from 8am until 6pm. 
The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old 
children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Naomi Brown
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The management team and inspector completed a learning walk together of all 
areas of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n Staff spoke to the inspector at appropriate times during the inspection and 
shared their views.

n The inspector spoke with the nominated individual and management team about 
the leadership and management of the setting.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector carried out two joint observations of group activities with 
managers. 

n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 
their views.

n The management team shared relevant documentation with the inspector, who 
reviewed evidence of the suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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