
Inspection of Fun4kids Childcare 
Burtonwood LTD
Burtonwood Community Primary School, Green Lane, Burtonwood, WARRINGTON 
WA5 4AQ

Inspection date: 22 January 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are warmly welcomed into this caring and nurturing environment. Staff 
take the time to get to know the children and plan a range of activities that actively 
engage their interests. Staff weave learning opportunities into everyday activities, 
such as talking about 'full' and 'empty' when playing in the sand. These engaging 
activities help children to develop positive attitudes to learning. Staff gather 
information from parents about the children's interests and plan specific activities 
for when new children arrive. This successfully smooths their transition into the 
setting. Children thoroughly enjoy spending time with their friends. They work 
together to build tall towers with logs and clap their hands in delight when the 
towers topple over. 

Staff are positive role models and have realistic expectations for children's 
behaviour. For example, staff gently remind children why they should share their 
resources with their friends. This skilfully averts an escalation in unwanted 
behaviour. Leaders and staff provide an inclusive environment where each child's 
uniqueness is acknowledged and celebrated. For example, children learn about 
each other's cultures and beliefs as they celebrate special events throughout the 
year.

Staff place great emphasis on helping children to be as independent as possible. 
For example, children attempt to put on their coats and persevere at fastening their 
zip. Children enjoy undertaking jobs such as helping to serve their friends snack 
and setting the table. These activities help all children, including those with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND), to build a solid foundation for future 
learning.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff are strong communicators. They weave new words into activities to extend 
children's language. For example, in the role-play area, staff talk about the 
stethoscope, injections and x-rays. Children use these words in their 
conversations. As a result, children become confident communicators. 

n Developing children's love of early literacy is a key focus. Children relish the 
opportunities to sit and read books. They eagerly call out favourite phrases as 
staff read stories such as 'Aliens Love Underpants'. In addition, they understand 
the role of the author and illustrator. These activities spark the children's 
imagination and interest in reading.

n Mathematics is embedded into the curriculum. Staff provide many opportunities 
for children to learn about numbers, shape and measure. For example, they sing 
songs about numbers. This helps children develop an awareness of early 
mathematical concepts. 
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n Staff plan ways for children to develop their small- and large-muscle movements. 
Children learn to use a range of wheeled resources with increasing control. They 
thoroughly enjoy taking part in the 'dough disco'. This helps to build the muscles 
in their hands that they need for early writing. As a result, children develop 
confidence in their physical abilities. 

n Staff use various voting systems to help children make choices. For example, 
they encourage children to vote on what song they would like to sing next. As a 
result, children value and respect each other's opinions.

n Staff help children to learn about the importance of good health and hygiene. 
Children understand the importance of washing their hands before meals or after 
going to the toilet. Staff help children learn how to brush their teeth and 
maintain good oral health. Children benefit from lots of opportunities to stay fit 
and well.

n Leaders plan a curriculum around the children's interests. However, the 
curriculum is not always coherently planned and sequenced. For example, staff 
encourage children to sound out words before they have acquired the 
knowledge of letters and the sounds that represent them. This does not help 
children to build on what they know and can do.

n Staff plan an interesting range of activities to support children's learning. 
However, on occasion, the curriculum is too complex for some children. This 
results in some children not gaining the most from the planned learning.

n Leaders place a strong focus on staff training, development and support. Staff 
attend a range of training opportunities that enhance their knowledge and skills. 
Consequently, they have a secure understanding of their roles and 
responsibilities, which contributes to the good-quality provision. 

n Partnerships with parents are good and help ensure that children's needs are 
met. Staff provide some ideas of activities for parents to carry out at home with 
their children. This supports children's continuous learning and development.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen the curriculum so that it is consistently planned and sequenced to 
build on what children know and can do

n help staff to pitch activities at just the right level so that all children get the most 
from the intended learning. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2797529

Local authority Warrington

Inspection number 10381085

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 11

Total number of places 51

Number of children on roll 81

Name of registered person Fun4kids Childcare Burtonwood LTD

Registered person unique 
reference number 2797527

Telephone number 01925299797

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Fun4kids Childcare Burtonwood LTD registered in 2024. The setting is situated 
within the grounds of Burtonwood Community Primary School, Burtonwood, 
Warrington. The setting employs five members of childcare staff. Of these, one 
holds a level 6 qualification, and three hold a level 3 qualification. The setting 
opens from Monday to Thursday, term time only. Sessions are from 8am to 9am, 
9am to 3pm and 3pm to 6pm. The setting offers government funded places for 
children aged from two to four years. It also offers places for children in receipt of 
funding for disadvantage.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Chris Scully
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Inspection activities

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked with the 
inspector about their curriculum and what they want children to learn.

n Children spoke to, and interacted with, the inspector during the inspection.
n The manager and inspector conducted a joint observation of a group activity.
n The inspector spoke with a parent who gladly shared their views on the setting.
n Staff and the special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about 

how they support children with SEND.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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