
Inspection of Forsbrook Nursery & 
Childcare
Blythe Bridge Children Centre, Cheadle Road, Blythe Bridge, Stoke-on-Trent, 
Staffordshire ST11 9PW

Inspection date: 10 April 2025

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children who attend the nursery receive an excellent start to their early years 
education. Dedicated and highly skilled staff place children and their families at the 
heart of everything they do. Staff model for children how they want them to 
behave. They help children to learn to share and take turns. Children are kind to 
each other and demonstrate this as they play and talk together harmoniously. 
Children can be seen managing their own emotions, comforting each other and 
organising their own play. For example, pre-school children independently play with 
musical instruments, and as children come over to join in, they organise their play 
so each child has a role and a different instrument to play, showing excellent 
collaboration skills.

Leaders work tirelessly alongside staff to create a unique, ambitious and 
meticulously sequenced curriculum. Daily discussions between staff about children's 
progress help to shape and evolve the curriculum. This helps to ensure that the 
needs of all children, especially those with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities (SEND), are consistently well met. All children make excellent progress 
from their individual starting points.

Staff are highly attentive to children's needs. They build secure bonds with children 
and give cuddles and reassurance promptly when needed. Staff ensure that 
children understand what is happening during intimate care routines so that they 
feel safe, respected and secure.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders at all levels are exceptionally skilled and have a deep understanding of 
the children and families they support. They have a clear vision for the nursery 
that is eagerly shared and embedded by the whole staff team. 

n Staff have in-depth knowledge of each child. Every member of the team has an 
excellent knowledge of each child's precise next steps in learning. This means 
that every moment becomes an opportunity to enthuse and engage children in 
learning. For example, babies blow bubbles and giggle with excitement. Staff 
use new words and open-ended questions to extend babies learning. 

n Staff enrich the curriculum and provide opportunities for children to experience 
things they otherwise may not encounter. Staff have built strong links with the 
adjourning school to give children a wealth of opportunities. For example, they 
visit the school library to choose different stories to read, use the eco garden to 
grow plants and enjoy musical concerts performed by older children. Children 
eagerly recall opportunities such as meeting police dogs and visiting the local 
church. Opportunities such as these enrich children's experiences within the local 
community and support their transition to school.
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n Staff support children to have good health routines. Children learn about the 
benefits of tooth brushing and the importance of washing away the germs 
during regular handwashing. Children learn how to assess risks and consider 
their own safety. They learn about emotional resilience and how to regulate and 
communicate their emotions.

n Children's independence flourishes through thoughtfully designed routines. For 
instance, children pour their own drinks at mealtimes, and younger children are 
encouraged to progress from using spoons to mastering knives and forks. These 
achievements instil pride and equip children with essential life skills.

n Support and monitoring for children with SEND is meticulous. This enables staff 
to swiftly identify any emerging gaps. Staff advocate for children in a determined 
manner and are relentless in their quest to secure the support that some 
children need to make the very best progress. Collaborative partnership working 
with a wide range of outside agencies helps to ensure that every child is best 
supported to excel.

n Staff know how important it is for children to develop a love of reading and 
provide an environment that is incredibly language rich. Opportunities for 
children to immerse themselves in stories and reading are plentiful, and children 
can access books freely throughout the day. For example, a cook book is in the 
home corner, farming books are in the small-world area, and books about 
vehicles are in the outside digging area. Every space is enriched to support 
curiosity and imagination. Children delight in settling down and sharing stories at 
every opportunity.  

n Parents speak incredibly highly of the support they receive. They value both 
formal and informal discussions with staff about their child's progress. Staff 
provide a wealth of advice and support parents to contribute consistently to their 
child's learning at home. 

n Staff are incredibly well supported. Leaders work alongside staff, coaching and 
mentoring them. The long-standing, experienced team of staff are encouraged 
to support and learn from each other. Professional development is identified for 
each member of the team. This support helps to ensure that the quality of 
teaching is consistently outstanding across the whole team.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY467865

Local authority Staffordshire

Inspection number 10393006

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 73

Number of children on roll 59

Name of registered person
Forsbrook C.E Primary School Governing 
Body

Registered person unique 
reference number RP904925

Telephone number 01782392577

Date of previous inspection 10 September 2019

Information about this early years setting

Forsbrook Nursery & Childcare registered in 2013. It operates in Staffordshire and 
is run by the governing body of Forsbrook C.E Primary School. The nursery opens 
Monday to Friday, from 7.30am until 6pm, term time only. There are currently 13 
members of staff working directly with the children. Of these, six hold early years 
qualifications at level 6 and seven at level 3. The nursery provides funded early 
education for eligible children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Alexandra Beardmore
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Inspection activities

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want the children to learn. 

n Children told the inspector about their friends and what they like to do when 
they are at nursery.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n Staff spoke to the inspector about how they support children with SEND.
n The inspector and the manager carried out a joint observation of an activity.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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