
Inspection of Growing Beans Nursery 
And Preschool
South London Liberal Synagogue, 1 Prentis Road, London SW16 1HP

Inspection date: 24 July 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children flourish due to a well-designed curriculum which, overall, engages and 
challenges them. They are eager to learn and excited to explore the many varied 
opportunities available at the nursery. Children play together with their friends and 
staff, engaging in conversations about their play and experiences. This helps them 
to develop important social and communication skills. Children demonstrate good 
behaviour and manners. They are happy and settled at the nursery. Children smile, 
laugh and enjoy their time with staff and their key persons, who focus on 
supporting their emotional well-being. Staff are kind, patient and attentive. They 
interact with children in enjoyable and engaging ways. Babies and older children 
confidently turn to staff for support and reassurance.

Staff promote children's independence by offering consistent praise and age-
appropriate responsibilities. For example, older babies learn to find their cups and 
use spoons during meals, while older children put on their aprons for messy play 
and learn to pour their drinks. To support children's speech and language skills, 
staff engage children in conversation during their play. They encourage children to 
express their ideas and wishes. Staff sing songs and recite rhymes with children. 
They introduce new vocabulary clearly and concisely. This approach supports all 
children, including those who speak English as an additional language, to make 
good progress in their communication skills.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff engage positively with children and participate in their play to enhance 
their learning during activities that children choose. For example, children 
particularly enjoy bathing dolls as they learn about good hygiene practices and 
use pretend dinosaur feet for painting. However, there are times when staff plan 
activities without thinking clearly about what children need to learn next. While 
children are eager to participate, this lack of specific planning means that 
children do not extend their learning at these times.

n Staff understand children's individual needs and monitor their development 
effectively. They offer a range of activities for babies and older children, 
including large-group exercises, such as parachute play. These activities help 
develop children's motor skills, encourage them to move their bodies to rhythm 
and enhance their sensory experiences. However, some group activities are not 
well organised, which can lead some children to disengage. For instance, during 
a creative art activity, the staff gathered a large group of children to participate. 
However, many of the children lost interest because their individual needs were 
not addressed. As a result, they moved on to the next activity and missed out on 
valuable learning opportunities. Despite this, children are making good progress 
from their starting points in development.
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n Staff help older children to develop their early writing skills. They encourage 
them to maintain a proper pencil grip and control when using mark-making 
tools. Staff encourage children to count and discuss sizes as children build with 
construction blocks, enhancing their mathematical skills. Additionally, children 
enjoy listening to stories and exploring books independently, which fosters their 
early reading and writing abilities. Children are eager and motivated to learn. 
These attitudes prepare them well for their next stage of learning.

n Children learn about healthy living through a range of engaging activities. For 
instance, they search for toy fruits and vegetables hidden in dough and flour 
mixtures. These activities also provide an opportunity for children to explore 
various materials such as flour, sand, water and paint. As children participate in 
these experiences, they also develop their sensory skills and deepen their 
understanding of concepts such as colour, shape and texture.

n Parents and carers share positive feedback about the staff and nursery, 
highlighting that their children are happy to attend. They appreciate the daily 
conversations with staff and value the range of activities and photos provided 
regarding their children's learning and development. Furthermore, staff offer 
guidance on various topics, such as toilet training and feeding, to help parents 
support their children's learning at home.

n The supervision arrangements for staff are effective. Staff benefit from training 
on a regular basis. They have a good understanding of how young children learn 
and frequently participate in training courses. For example, staff have received 
training in safer sleeping practice, supporting babies and positive behaviour 
management. As a result, children benefit from the good-quality teaching skills 
where each staff member contributes to the team.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n enhance staff's understanding of how to support children's next steps in learning 
during planned activities

n review the organisation of group activities more effectively to ensure that 
children are focused and engaged in their learning.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY561211

Local authority Lambeth

Inspection number 10399162

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 38

Number of children on roll 47

Name of registered person Lucky Beans Childcare Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP561210

Telephone number 02086778301

Date of previous inspection 21 November 2019

Information about this early years setting

Growing Beans Nursery And Preschool registered in 2018 and operates from the 
lower ground floor of South London Liberal Synagogue in Streatham, in the London 
Borough of Lambeth. The nursery opens Monday to Friday, all year round, except 
over the Christmas period. Sessions are from 7.30am to 6.30pm. The nursery 
employs 11 staff. Of these, nine members of staff hold appropriate early years 
qualifications at levels 3. The nursery provides government-funded childcare.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rubina Nijabat
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Inspection activities

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n Parents shared their views of the nursery with the inspector.
n The nursery manager and inspector discussed how the curriculum is 

implemented and the impact on children's learning.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided and assessed the 

impact on children's learning.
n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n The inspector and the manager carried out joint observations of a group activity.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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