
Inspection of Haydon Meadow Pre-
School
Haydon Wick Community Leisure Centre, Thames Avenue, SWINDON SN25 1QQ

Inspection date: 20 June 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children happily enter the pre-school. Staff put them at ease and make the areas 
inviting, with stimulating activities and interesting resources. Children are eager to 
explore and settle in well. Staff are attentive to children's care needs and promote 
their well-being. Children learn to follow toileting routines independently. They are 
prompted to drink water to stay hydrated and wear their sun hats on a hot 
summer's day, as well as taking time to rest if they feel too hot. Parents say 
children very much enjoy attending.

Staff plan targeted activities to meet children's individual needs. Children enjoy 
making play dough. Staff discuss ingredients and how the dough is made. Children 
take turns to stir the mixture. They cut the formed dough, learning from staff's 
clear patient teaching how to hold and use the scissors. Children develop their 
dexterity as they mould the dough, imaginatively exploring with it. They talk about 
their intentions, discussing making a pizza or pushing their fingers in to make 
marks for a face. Staff provide an interesting curriculum to introduce new 
experiences and concepts. Children learn about the seasons, such as the summer. 
They enjoy pretending to make ice creams. Staff help them think about where 
these may need to go, discussing hot and cold and putting the ice creams in the 
freezer. Children make good progress and persevere with new skills. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children gain confidence to do things independently. Staff give them useful tips 
as they encourage children to put on and take off dressing-up items themselves. 
Children put spread on their toast, pour their milk and then clear their things 
away after their snack. They develop their sense of responsibility well and follow 
routines suitably. They join staff to tidy away the toys and activities, they get 
their lunch bags and sit down to eat with the other children. Children develop 
skills in readiness for their move on to school. 

n Parents say they are grateful for the staff's input on progressing children's 
development. Staff work in partnership with parents to meet children's needs 
and link with local schools that children move on to. They work to provide a 
consistent approach to children's care and learning. 

n At times, staff pick up on children's interests well as they play and develop their 
exploration further. For example, as children stack pretend ice creams staff 
discuss the height of these, model useful maths language and encourage 
children to count the items. However, at other times staff do not always adapt 
their approach or the items available, so that children can follow their interests 
fully and extend their exploration and learning.

n Key persons regularly undertake thorough assessments of children's 
development and progress. They outline skills children need to learn next, 
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noticing gaps in learning and any areas children are at risk of falling behind in. 
They liaise with parents and seek support from outside professionals to get 
children the help they need.

n Staff have recently introduced strategies to help children learn how to recognise 
and regulate their emotions, this is already making a difference and helping 
children to calm and focus their energy. Staff offer timely support and clear 
explanations to help children appreciate safety boundaries. Children learn to 
share items and interact with each other appropriately; this includes those who 
require particularly perceptive additional support.

n Staff give children clear explanations and use boards and practical tasks during 
group times to develop their listening and attention skills. They also use 
additional resources such as pictures and signs to help children's understanding. 
At times, staff focus on building children's language skills well. They encourage 
children's conversation skills and younger children to learn new words. However, 
at other times they do not fully encourage and facilitate children that are less 
confident or who speak English as an additional language to express themselves.

n Staff foster children's interest in books and their literacy development. Children 
usefully build their hand strength in readiness for early writing as they use tools, 
such as pipettes, brushes and pencils. They also learn to recognise their names 
and key letters of the alphabet, such as their initial letter. Staff provide books for 
children to borrow, helping extend children's focus on books and stories at 
home. In pre-school, children listen to stories as a group and know characters 
and key aspects. Children select books, independently looking at the pictures, 
younger children bring them to staff to look at with them.  

n Leaders show dedication to the children and families that attend, supporting 
staff closely and evaluating and improving the provision. The company has 
expanded rapidly over the last couple of years. Leaders are developing their 
senior leadership team and have suitably added key members recently, to 
support practice across all the settings in their group. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n adapt activities and teaching more readily to capitalise upon children's interests 
and exploration and extend their skills as much as possible

n support staff to fully encourage and facilitate all children to express themselves 
and develop their communication skills more rapidly.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2730225

Local authority Swindon

Inspection number 10379466

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

3 to 4

Total number of places 50

Number of children on roll 33

Name of registered person Haydon Pre-Schools Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number 2730229

Telephone number 01793 706696

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Haydon Meadow Pre-School registered in 2023 and is located in the Haydon Wick 
area of Swindon, Wiltshire. It operates from Haydon Wick Community Leisure 
Centre and opens 8.45am to 3pm, Monday to Friday, during school term times only. 
There are four members of staff, one holds early years professional status and the 
other three hold appropriate qualifications, two at level 3 and one at level 2. The 
setting provides government funded places.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rachel Howell
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Inspection activities

n The inspector viewed all areas and discussed with the general manager how 
these areas are used.

n The general manager and the inspector evaluated the effectiveness of an activity 
together. 

n The inspector observed the children and staff and spoke with them at 
appropriate times during the inspection. 

n The inspector discussed the leadership and management of the nursery with the 
general manager.

n Parents shared their views of the provision with the inspector.
n Relevant documentation was reviewed by the inspector, including suitability 

checks and paediatric first-aid qualifications. 
n The general manager discussed their safety and child protection procedures and 

safeguarding discussions were undertaken with members of the staff team.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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