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Inspection date: 14 November 2024

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children love their time at this warm, nurturing and inclusive pre-school. Staff treat 
children with respect and get to know them exceptionally well. Staff use their 
acquired knowledge to ensure that planning reflects children's interests and 
fascinations. Children become extremely focused and engaged in their play. They 
spend prolonged periods investigating and developing their ideas with skilful 
support from staff. Children confidently make choices. They are secure in the 
knowledge that they can select and use a range of resources to extend their play.

Children have numerous opportunities to spend time outdoors in the vast, natural 
learning environment. They develop their physical strength and agility as they lift 
and move large pieces of equipment such as crates and planks. Children delight in 
turning over the logs with staff to seek out the creatures that live beneath them. 
Staff introduce and reinforce new vocabulary to support children's communication 
and language. For example, staff support children to distinguish between woodlice 
and slugs.

Children enjoy imaginary play. Staff take a lead from them and ensure their high-
quality interactions build on what children already know and can do. For example, 
in role play, children eagerly check what staff members have bought from their 
farm shop. They are keen to use the till to scan items and place them in the 
basket. Children are confident communicators. Staff consistently respond positively 
to children's verbal and non-verbal communication. As a result of this sensitive 
approach to interaction, children feel valued and respected.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders have developed a strong, well-sequenced curriculum that is ambitious 
for every child. They work closely with staff to ensure a clear vision across the 
setting. Staff have excellent child development knowledge. Their teaching is of 
the highest quality. The curriculum focuses sharply on the lived experiences of 
the children who attend. 

n Leaders offer the highest level of support for staff to develop professionally. 
They have access to a range of training opportunities that further enhance their 
skill, knowledge and understanding. Leaders model reflective practice. They 
work together with staff to evaluate the service on offer to children and 
consistently drive improvement. 

n Children access a rich range of exciting and innovative activities that support all 
areas of the curriculum. Some children joyfully stir their mud cake mixture and 
count leaves. Staff use sticks to consolidate children's understanding of numbers 
from one to five and model simple addition. Children thoroughly enjoy using 
their small hand muscles to pinch, squeeze, roll and manipulate dough into a 
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ball, which supports their early writing skills.
n Children participate in many experiences that support their understanding of the 

world around them. For example, staff organise a visit from a local farmer who 
brings lambs into pre-school. Leaders and staff also maximise opportunities for 
children to learn about their local community. Together, they go on short walks 
to explore the countryside. Children take part in fundraising activities in 
partnership with other community organisations.

n Children are independent. They register themselves on arrival at the pre-school 
and hang up their coats and bags. Staff skilfully support children to carry out 
tasks for themselves. They assume an unhurried approach to give children time 
and space to persevere with putting on their own wellington boots. At snack 
time, children competently pour their own drinks from small jugs. This helps to 
develop their hand-eye coordination. 

n Children benefit greatly from a purposeful routine that prioritises their needs. 
They develop excellent attention and listening skills. Staff plan transitions to 
ensure that children can move smoothly from one experience to another. For 
example, children wash their hands and immediately serve themselves with 
snack as they sit down. This contributes to children's exemplary behaviour. 

n Children are confident and resilient. For example, they design and build a bridge 
across the room using the soft construction bricks. Children work collaboratively 
to deal with challenges as they build. Staff skilfully narrate children's actions and 
support them to adapt and extend their ideas. They remind children to hold their 
arms out to help them balance as they carefully walk along their bridge. Children 
tell visitors that the bridge is for the Billy Goats Gruff.

n Parents cannot praise the setting highly enough. They state that the leaders and 
staff work in strong partnership with them. Parents are thrilled with the links to 
home learning, such as the bear that children bring home and the learning 
library. Parents comment extremely positively on the detailed and purposeful 
feedback from their child's key person. They appreciate the strong working 
relationships the setting develops with other professionals to ensure children 
receive the support they need to thrive. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 250053

Local authority Solihull

Inspection number 10359790

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 3

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 17

Name of registered person Hampton in Arden Pre-School Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP910524

Telephone number 07527006386

Date of previous inspection 13 December 2018

Information about this early years setting

Hampton in Arden Pre-School registered in 1993. It is based in Hampton in Arden, 
Solihull.  The pre-school employs seven members of childcare staff, two of whom 
hold qualified teacher status, one is qualified at level 5, three are qualified at level 
3 and another staff member holds an appropriate teaching assistant qualification. 
The pre-school opens from Monday to Thursday during term time only, from 
9.15am to 12.15pm. It provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-
year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lisa Gadsby
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Inspection activities

n The deputy manager, manager and inspector completed a learning walk together 
of all areas of the pre-school and discussed the early years curriculum. 

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views. 

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n Staff spoke to the inspector about how they support children with SEND. 
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector carried out joint observations of group activities with the manager.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff and committee members.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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