
Inspection of Happy Days Nursery And 
Pre-School Bath
Kellaway Lane, Combe Down, Bath BA2 5EA

Inspection date: 12 March 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive happy and keen to attend. They settle well and form very warm and 
trusting relationships with staff from the start. Babies cuddle into staff who attend 
to their care routines consistently to help them feel safe and secure. Staff create 
safe and accessible play spaces. This helps to ensure children of all ages can 
explore freely and move between the indoor playrooms and gardens, leading their 
own play. Children behave well and learn to be kind, polite and responsible. Staff 
are good role models who address any minor issues gently and effectively.

Staff plan exciting activities and encourage children to learn through their interests. 
This helps to motivate and engage children well. For example, babies explore 
melting ice, sand and paint in sensory activities and chase bubbles to pop. They 
enjoy cuddling up to read with staff and develop their physical skills on age-
appropriate apparatus. Toddlers join in action songs with great enthusiasm, create 
with many materials and play imaginatively in the mud kitchen. Pre-school children 
learn about mathematical concepts, construct models together and create games 
with staff and friends, such as imaginary bus trips. Staff provide resources for 
parents to borrow to support children's development further at home, including 
books, dental care guidance and multilingual activities.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff plan and deliver a broad curriculum to help children make good progress in 
all areas of learning. They know the children well and are clear what they intend 
each child to learn next. Children develop good skills to help prepare them for 
school. From a young age they learn to take responsibility and to manage tasks 
independently. They serve themselves at meals and learn to change their 
clothing. Staff help children to develop confidence in achieving through their 
encouragement and praise.  

n Staff monitor children's progress well from the start. They respond quickly when 
they identify a child might be at risk of not reaching their expected levels of 
development. They work efficiently with parents and external professionals to 
help children reach their potential. The management team ensures any 
additional funding for children is used responsibly to have the most impact on 
their learning.

n Staff interact with enthusiasm to encourage children to join in and provide 
challenges to help them learn more. For example, they encourage children to 
measure and sequence the lengths of 'sausages' they make from dough. They 
challenge children to solve problems, such as how to bond objects together in 
construction activities. However, on occasion, some group activities become too 
busy, and children become frustrated or lose interest. At such times, this does 
not help to involve and engage them as well.  
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n Children of all ages develop good communication and language skills. Staff 
encourage children to build a rich vocabulary throughout all areas of the 
provision. For example, they use books and song bags to help younger children 
learn what words mean and introduce new words, such as 'crunch' and 
'croissant', into older children's discussions. Staff use specific activities to target 
children's language goals, such as picture cards and translating tools.

n Staff help children to develop healthy lifestyles. They benefit from lots of fresh 
air and physical play and join in yoga sessions to develop their skills. Children 
enjoy very healthy meals and snacks, which they eat together at sociable 
mealtimes, with their dietary needs and preferences respected and met safely.  

n The management team has a good oversight of the setting and clear aspirations 
for continuous improvements. It supports staff training to ensure all 
development is meaningful to improving the care and experiences of children. 
Staff are well supported and valued, and their well-being is nurtured.   

n Partnership with parents is strong. Parents share extremely positive feedback 
regarding the setting. They state, for example, that children are very well 
supported as they transition through the nursery and on to school. Staff go 
above and beyond to meet children's needs and keep them involved and 
updated continually.  

n Staff have a good understanding of their safeguarding roles, responsibilities and 
the correct procedures to follow in the event of any concerns about a child or 
adult. They maintain safe and secure environments for children.  

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.  

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n develop the organisation of group activities to further engage and include all 
children. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2495775

Local authority Bath and North East Somerset Council

Inspection number 10393117

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 72

Number of children on roll 141

Name of registered person Happy Days Day Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP900845

Telephone number 01225 690 133

Date of previous inspection 22 June 2021

Information about this early years setting

Happy Days Nursery And Pre-School Bath registered in 2018. The setting operates 
every weekday, from 7am to 6pm, all year round. It offers government funded 
places. The setting employs 36 staff, 17 of whom hold appropriate qualifications at 
levels 2 and 3.  

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Bridget Copson

Inspection activities

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about the curriculum and what they intend children to learn. 

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed health and safety provision 
with the manager and staff. 

n The inspector observed activities and the quality of staff's interactions with the 
children. She conducted a joint observation of an activity with the manager.

n The inspector sampled the documentation and discussed the manager's 
knowledge of the requirements of the early years foundation stage.

n The inspector took account of parents' views.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025

Inspection report: Happy Days Nursery And Pre-School Bath
12 March 2025 6

http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

