
Inspection of Hessle Pre-School 
Nursery
44 Ferriby Road, Hessle, North Humberside HU13 0HT

Inspection date: 29 October 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children have opportunities to engage in community activities and learn about 
where they live. The nursery has excellent relationships with neighbouring care 
homes, which enable children to interact with older generations. They enjoy 
community walks and learn about the roles of those who help us. This contributes 
to their feeling of belonging and understanding of the wider world.

Children are extremely happy in the setting. A strong key-worker system ensures 
that children's individual needs are met. An individualised settling-in system 
ensures children's needs are responded to and reassurance is given where needed 
by the kind, nurturing staff.

Staff have a clear understanding of the curriculum they provide. They know the 
foundations and skills all children need to build on to progress in their 
development. They ensure children are sufficiently skilled to help them build their 
confidence ready for the next steps in their learning. Staff closely follow children's 
responses to their activities and introduce further learning through related 
activities. For example, they go on a pumpkin hunt, following a pumpkin storybook.

Children behave very well. They use good manners and model staff's positive 
interactions. Staff help children to manage any minor conflicts using explanations 
and positive reinforcements. The wealth of exciting resources and activities ensure 
that children are engaged and occupied, contributing to good behaviour.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff use effective methods to track children's development. They know 
children's starting points based on baseline assessments completed in the 
setting. They use their knowledge of the children to plan the next steps in their 
learning and adapt activities accordingly. For example, they recognise when 
children show signs of embedded learning. They provide jigsaws to encourage 
perseverance and challenge their thinking further.

n Children are used to choosing and independently looking at books. Even very 
young children handle books, turning the pages and pointing to the pictures. 
They enjoy showing others their books as they develop their early literacy skills. 
Staff support children further to develop a love of books through their book-
sharing scheme and visits to the local library. 

n Staff promote children's language development by entering into ongoing 
conversations as children play. They effectively use repetition to enable children 
to practice making sounds and embed new words. Younger children hear 'dip', 
'blow' and 'pop' as they join in with bubble blowing. Staff engage older children 
in discussions, making connections to their home life. Children are confident 
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communicators, leading the conversations and asking questions.
n Staff help children to manage their feelings and emotions and be kind to their 

friends. The respectful interactions by staff are mirrored in children's responses 
to their friends. They lovingly wipe the sand from their friends and give 
reassuring hugs. 

n Children learn about being healthy as staff support them to keep their noses 
clean. Staff encourage handwashing after outdoor play and before eating. They 
help children to understand about good oral hygiene as they introduce activities 
to show how to keep teeth healthy. However, staff do not enter into natural 
conversations about the food children are eating. They do not routinely talk 
about the benefits of healthy eating and what is good for growing bodies.

n Staff work closely with schools to help children to be ready for their next 
transition. They invite teachers into the setting, gaining an understanding of the 
skills children need. They know that children need to have basic number and 
phonics understanding, in addition to developing their independence skills. 
However, staff do not always enable children to attempt tasks for themselves. 
For example, children do not have opportunities to try putting on their own 
aprons or attempt to wash their hands and faces themselves after lunch.  

n Management work hard to ensure staff are supported to participate in training 
that is beneficial to their role. They seek feedback from staff in the building of 
the curriculum and ensure they are fully consulted about the children they are 
responsible for. Staff express that they feel valued and supported by the 
management team.

n Parents value the support given to children to ensure their individual needs are 
fully met. Staff place a high value on working in partnership with parents and 
have introduced a parent engagement group to seek further feedback and 
consult parents about the running of the nursery. This contributes to a constant 
two-way flow of communication, and parents feel involved in their children's 
learning. 

n Staff demonstrate excellent partnerships working with others involved in the 
children's care. For example, they enable an array of professionals to attend the 
setting to support children with additional needs. They act on individual plans to 
ensure children can achieve and progress. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:
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n help children to develop their independence skills further, such as by managing 
tasks for themselves

n promote children's understanding of healthy eating to improve their knowledge 
and develop healthy habits.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 314646

Local authority East Riding of Yorkshire

Inspection number 10368658

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 42

Number of children on roll 77

Name of registered person Hessle Pre-School Nursery Group Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP527846

Telephone number 01482 643565

Date of previous inspection 29 March 2019

Information about this early years setting

Hessle Pre-School Nursery registered in 1994. The nursery opens all year round 
from 7.30am to 6pm, Monday to Friday. It employs 27 members of childcare staff. 
Of these, 20 hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 and above. The 
nursery receives funding to provide funded early education for two-, three- and 
four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Dawn Woodhouse-Wykes
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Inspection activities

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n Children spoke with the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n Staff spoke to the inspector about how they support children with special 

educational needs and/or disabilities.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector and manager carried out joint observations of group activities.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and also took 

account of written feedback. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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