
Inspection of Hyde Woodlands Day 
Nursery
Gordon House, Gordon Street, Hyde SK14 1PL

Inspection date: 26 June 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff provide a warm welcome to children and their families. Children arrive at the 
setting with big smiles, ready to begin learning. Staff have formed warm, nurturing 
relationships with the children and know them incredibly well. They are attuned to 
children's individual needs. For example, they recognise when children are feeling 
sad or tired and offer them a cuddle for reassurance. This supports their emotional 
well-being. Children show they feel safe and secure. Staff are positive role models. 
They offer positive praise to children to recognise their achievements. This 
immediately boosts children's self-esteem and supports children to develop a 
positive 'can-do' attitude to learning. 

The curriculum for communication and language development is promoted well. 
Staff sequence children's language by building on what children know and can do. 
For example, staff in the baby room encourage children to use single words in their 
play. Younger children are encouraged to match words to actions, such as 'pat' as 
they build sandcastles. Staff skilfully embed language within their play, repeating 
vocabulary for children to hear and use. They have introduced sign language and 
visual aids to help children with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
(SEND) to communicate their wants and needs. This ensures all children can 
express their views and ideas. Furthermore, staff broaden older children's 
vocabulary by learning new words such as 'chrysalis' and 'shimmery'. Children 
make good progress in their language development. They are confident and 
articulate communicators.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Support for children with SEND is well embedded. Staff monitor children's 
development closely and take swift action when gaps are identified. They work 
closely with parents and other professionals to plan and provide targeted 
support. Additional funding is used to meet the needs of individual children, 
helping to close gaps in learning. As a result, children with SEND make good 
progress from their starting points.

n Staff demonstrate a secure understanding of the curriculum intentions and use 
them effectively to build on what children know and can do in play. They skilfully 
follow children's interests, while maintaining a strong focus on their individual 
next steps. This enables staff to extend children's skills and knowledge 
consistently. 

n Staff plan the daily routine well. Staff support children in a caring manner when 
transitioning into the setting and through activities. However, sometimes, staff 
do not organise themselves effectively, particularly when routines and transitions 
change, such as playing from indoors to outdoors. This means that, occasionally, 
children become less engaged in their learning.
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n Children display a love for books and rhymes. Staff use non-fiction books, which 
sparks children's curiosity as they learn about butterflies. Children independently 
look at books in the quiet area, turning the pages carefully. Staff provide children 
with the option to choose their own rhymes to sing. Children excitedly join in 
with the key phrases and actions. These experiences promote children's early 
literacy skills.

n Staff help children to learn about the wider world. For instance, children learn 
about life cycles as they care for butterflies within the setting. Staff talk with the 
children about the different features of the butterflies, such as 'antennae' and 
'straw mouths'. This enables children to develop their understanding of the world 
around them and experience caring for living things.

n Staff give children plenty of opportunities to take part in group experiences to 
enhance their social development. For example, smaller-group times are used to 
support children's turn-taking skills. However, some group times are too large 
and not pitched at the right level for younger children, meaning some children 
become distracted. Therefore, the group times do not always meet children's 
individual learning needs.

n Partnerships with parents are good. Parents speak highly of the staff team. They 
praise staff for their effective communication. Staff share photos on the online 
app and provide daily discussions with parents about their child's progress. This 
helps to maintain continuity in children's learning. 

n Leaders provide a range of supervision and coaching for all staff. Professional 
development opportunities are carefully targeted to ensure that staff have the 
necessary skills to best support the children in their care. For example, staff 
have recently completed safer sleep training, which has strengthened staff's 
knowledge of safer sleeping principles.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to effectively plan and organise transitions in daily routines for the 
younger children, to ensure children remain focused and engaged

n consider how large-group times are structured, to ensure they meet the needs 
of all children.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2721488

Local authority Tameside

Inspection number 10400128

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 132

Number of children on roll 121

Name of registered person Kids Zone Nursery Group Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number 2721492

Telephone number 01613519888

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Hyde Woodlands Day Nursery registered in 2023 and is located in Hyde. The 
setting employs 19 members of childcare staff. Of these, 16 hold appropriate early 
years qualification at level 2 or above. The setting is open all year round, from 
7.30am until 6pm, Monday to Friday, except for Christmas and bank holidays. It 
provides government funded childcare. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Danielle McEwan
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Inspection activities

n The manager and deputy manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and 
talked to the inspector about their curriculum and what they want the children to 
learn.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n Staff spoke to the inspector about how they support children with SEND.
n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and the children.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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