
Inspection of JC Little Explorers
St John's Church Hall, London Road, Purbrook, Hampshire PO7 5LQ

Inspection date: 7 April 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children happily enter the nursery and confidently access the activities provided. 
Staff are quick to welcome the children and provide comfort if needed. They know 
the children extremely well and there is an effective key person system in place. 
For example, staff create a 'passport' for each child. This has information about the 
child, their interests and what they are working on in their development. Staff 
consistently observe the children and challenge their learning further. Children 
enjoy their learning experiences in this safe environment.

Managers provide an ambitious curriculum, which focuses on promoting 
independence and having good hygiene routines. For instance, children 
independently access drinking water and tissues when needed. Staff remind 
children to put their hands over their mouths when coughing and to wash their 
hands before snack time. Children have access to all seven areas of learning during 
their play. Staff join in with their play to extend their learning further. For example, 
staff question the children on the current theme which is 'Springtime'. Children 
have good personal development skills.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Managers use any additional funding well to support individual children's needs. 
For example, they pay for hot meals and buy resources to help them achieve in 
their learning. Managers attend regular meetings to help support children with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities. They also work with an outside 
agency to help identify any delays in development. All children have equal 
opportunities to achieve and are progressing well in their development.

n Staff feel extremely supported by their management team. They meet regularly 
to discuss their well-being and their role in the nursery. Managers lead regular 
meetings where safeguarding is a priority. However, they do not always focus as 
much on ensuring staff have access to a broad range of professional 
development opportunities. This does not fully support staff to continually build 
and develop their practice and skills over time, as part of the ongoing 
improvement of the provision. 

n Staff promote the class rules which children follow well. Children have good 
behaviour and are kind to each other. For example, children have good manners 
and share resources. Staff praise the children for their achievements and good 
behaviour. They help children understand their emotions and how to manage 
them. For instance, children communicate how they feel and touch the colour 
related to their feeling, such as pink for feeling loved. Children have good self-
esteem and show respect for others.

n Staff promote communication and language development well. They question 
the children and allow them time to respond. Children show good understanding 
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skills and respond instantly. Staff sing with the children throughout the day and 
use resources, such as song spoons, to keep them engaged. Children have 
access to a range of books throughout the nursery. For example, children access 
books on diggers and trucks in the construction area. Children communicate well 
with their peers and adults.

n Children have many opportunities to extend their physical development. Staff 
provide opportunities for children to develop their fine motor skills. For instance, 
they use one handed tools to pick up small objects. They also have lots of 
opportunities to extend their gross motor skills. For example, they visit the local 
parks and fields to play sports. The nursery benefits from a sports club attending 
once a week to provide further physical activity with the children. Children move 
confidently and show strength in their hands for future writing.

n Staff teach mathematics consistently throughout the day. They encourage 
children to count regularly, problem solve and notice patterns. For example, staff 
ask the children to count how many children there are and then how many 
adults. They then ask them which number is bigger. The nursery also has a 
number, shape and colour of the week to focus the children's learning of 
mathematics even more. Children have good knowledge of mathematical 
concepts.

n Parents are very happy with the care provided. Staff communicate effectively 
with parents and keep them up to date on their child's development through an 
online system. The nursery also has a partnership with the local schools and 
teachers visit the children prior to their transition. The nursery promotes the 
importance of being part of the local community. For example, they have visited 
the local hospital and provided gifts for the midwives. Children are learning 
about the world around them.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen support for staff's professional development to focus more precisely 
on further developing and improving staff's practice and skills over time. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2784381

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10395417

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 27

Name of registered person JC Little Explorers LTD

Registered person unique 
reference number 2784382

Telephone number 07301004914

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

JC Little Explorers is situated in Purbrook, Hampshire and registered in April 2024. 
The setting employs five members of childcare staff. Of these, four hold 
appropriate early years qualifications. The setting is open all year round, from 
7.30am to 6pm, Monday, Thursday and Friday, 7.30am to 5.30pm on Tuesday and 
7.30am to 5pm on Wednesday. The setting provides funded early education for 
children aged nine months to four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Harriet Povey
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Inspection activities

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want the children to learn. 

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views. 

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning. 

n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation during a group 
time activity.

n The inspector read feedback from parents during the inspection and took 
account of their views. 

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 
suitability of staff working in the setting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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