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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
This is a time of change at Joseph Turner Primary School. An inspirational leadership 
team, caring staff and an exciting new curriculum are driving improvements. 
Consequently, every day, more and more pupils are becoming ‘eager to learn’ and 
‘proud to achieve’.  
 
Across this very caring school, leaders and staff seize every opportunity to enable 
every child to make the greatest progress they can, regardless of circumstances 
beyond the school gate. The school works tenaciously to overcome any barriers that 
pupils may face in learning and life. Changes are happening quickly and making a 
positive difference.  
 
Relationships are calm, positive and often respectful. Pupils told inspectors that 
sometimes falling out or even bullying can happen. However, they rightly believe 
that staff will be there for them to sort it out. Behaviour is generally positive across 
all lessons and at informal times. Staff quickly help pupils who need help staying 
focused in lessons or regulating their emotions.  
 
A broad range of school clubs, such as coding, sports and arts and crafts, develop 
pupils’ hobbies and interests. Pupils have opportunities such as becoming ‘office 
angels’ to offer staff that helping hand. Roles such as pupil governors develop that 
sense of responsibility.  
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
When the new headteacher took up her post, she identified several things she felt 
needed to change quickly. The governors agreed these changes needed to happen. 
Since then, leaders, governors and staff have worked exceptionally hard to make the 
necessary changes. As a result, outcomes across the curriculum are improving 
quickly, and pupils are increasingly well prepared for when they leave school.  
 
Across subjects, there is a clear understanding of how learning will be built from 
lesson to lesson. In subjects such as religious education or science, there is a clear 
understanding of how learning builds from the early years up to Year 6. However, in 
some subjects, it is unclear how learning should build on what has been taught in 
the early years. This can make it difficult for teachers to plan lessons that build on 
what happened previously. 
 
Teaching staff work hard to ensure the curriculum comes to life in lessons. For 
example, in computing, inspectors saw teachers bringing algorithms to life by asking 
pupils to provide instructions for navigating the room. Teachers usually check what 
pupils learn during lessons and adapt their approaches. However, in some cases, 
teachers do not routinely check on what pupils know and understand from that 
lesson. This leads to an occasional reliance on interventions to help pupils catch up 
when they had not secured that learning in the first place. 
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Leaders have recently changed how they mark work and respond to what pupils 
have created in lessons. In most cases, teachers use these systems well. Written 
feedback is precise, and pupils are given opportunities to correct mistakes and 
practise areas where they need more help. However, some teachers do not always 
use these systems correctly, meaning that mistakes in books are not always picked 
up, and some pupils do not have opportunities to correct their mistakes in 
subsequent lessons.  
 
From the youngest years to the oldest, reading holds a high profile. Well-trained 
staff quickly act and teach phonics from the earliest moments in school. There is a 
determination that pupils will not fall behind, so staff act quickly to support those 
pupils who might need more help. An exciting new reading curriculum for key stage 
2 has recently been introduced, and already, the pupils are becoming more 
confident about talking about books and developing excitement in their love of 
reading.  
 
Recently, there has been an increasing number of pupils with more complex special 
educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). This means that staff have had to 
rethink how they support pupils. For example, the support for pupils with social, 
emotional and mental health is particularly strong. A school counsellor and learning 
mentors work with staff to provide interventions such as nurture groups, social use 
of language and drawing and talking therapy.  
 
In the past, attendance was low for too many pupils, which affected their progress 
and how much they got from school. However, this is changing, and pupils are 
attending more than ever. At the heart of this success lies a strong partnership with 
families, social care and local authorities, as well as an even stronger expectation 
that pupils should no longer be away from school for increasing periods.  
 
The school has carefully considered what it is like to grow up in Sandwell. All staff 
are fully alert to the local risks and challenges growing up in the local community. 
Lessons in personal, social, health and economic education develop a strong sense 
of safety in the real world and online. Relationships and sex education focuses on 
developing healthy, respectful relationships at school and home.  
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 

What does the school need to do to improve? 
 

(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
 
 Some teachers do not consistently and routinely check what pupils are learning in 

lessons. This means that sometimes pupils leave their lessons without having 
learned what was intended, and teachers are not always aware of this. The 
school needs to ensure that all teachers routinely and consistently check pupils’ 
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knowledge during lessons so that they know if pupils have not understood and 
adapt their teaching accordingly. 

 Recent changes to how the impact of the curriculum is assessed across the school 
have not been fully implemented. This means that in some cases, although pupils’ 
work is marked, pupils are not left clear about what they need to do to improve 
or given the chance to correct their errors or misconceptions. The school needs to 
ensure that its systems for assessment are consistently implemented so that all 
pupils know what they need to do to improve their work and have regular 
opportunities to practise the areas they need to develop further. 

 In some subjects, the curriculum starts in Year 1 and does not build on what 
pupils have learned in the early years. In these instances, plans do not clearly 
define how learning links to and builds on learning from the early years. The 
school should ensure that in all subjects, the curriculum intent and 
implementation in Year 1 builds on what pupils have learned in the early years. 

 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted 
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ is used to mean pupils with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities (SEND); pupils who meet the definition of children in need 
of help and protection; pupils receiving statutory local authority support from a 
social worker; and pupils who otherwise meet the criteria used for deciding the 
school’s pupil premium funding (this includes pupils claiming free school meals at 
any point in the last six years, looked after children (children in local authority care) 
and/or children who left care through adoption or another formal route). 
   

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-in-need-of-help-and-protection-data-and-analysis
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-in-need-of-help-and-protection-data-and-analysis
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pupil-premium
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 103970 

Local authority Sandwell 

Inspection number 10294503 

Type of school Primary 

School category Maintained 

Age range of pupils 3 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 458 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair of the governing body  Steve Walker 

Headteacher Laura Collins 

Website www.josephturnerprimary.co.uk 

Date of previous inspection 23 May 2018, under section 8 of the 
Education Act 2005 

 

Information about this school 
 
 Since the last inspection, a new headteacher took up the post in January 2023, 

having previously been a staff member at the school. 

 The current deputy headteacher took up the post in November 2023, having 
previously been a staff member at the school. 

 Two new assistant headteachers joined the leadership team in September 2023 

 Since the last inspection, there have been several changes to the school’s 
governing body, with some new governors recently taking up post. 

 The school currently uses two registered alternative provisions. 
 

Information about this inspection 
 
The inspectors carried out this graded inspection under section 5 of the Education 
Act 2005. 
 
 Inspections are a point-in-time judgement about the quality of a school’s 

education provision. 

 This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19 
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pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
school and have taken that into their evaluation of the school.  

 To evaluate the effectiveness of safeguarding, the inspectors reviewed the single 
central record; took account of the views of leaders, staff and pupils; and 
considered the extent to which the school has created an open and positive 
culture around safeguarding that puts pupils’ interests first. 

 During the inspection, inspectors conducted deep dives into the following 
subjects: reading, mathematics, science, computing and geography. They visited 
lessons, examined pupils’ work and talked with pupils and staff about how these 
subjects were taught. Inspectors also reviewed the quality of curriculum 
implementation and its impact on reading and writing at key stage 2. Meetings 
were held with the writing subject leader as well as subject leaders linked to the 
deep dive subjects. Inspectors also examined other subjects in less detail to 
check how they were planned and taught. 

 Inspectors observed informal times to evaluate safeguarding and pupils’ 
behaviour.  

 During the inspection, the inspectors had formal meetings with the headteacher, 
senior leaders, subject teachers, governors, teachers and pupils. They also talked 
informally with parents, carers, pupils and staff to gather general information 
about school life. 

 An inspector spoke with a local authority representative and with members of the 
governing body. 

 An inspector completed a sample phone call to one of the school’s alternative 
provisions to understand how the school maintains oversight of the quality of 
experience for pupils who attend alternative provision. 

 
Inspection team 

 

Chris Pollitt, lead inspector His Majesty’s Inspector 

Sarah Dukes Ofsted Inspector 

Clair McNeill Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 

inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 

child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 

information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
 

© Crown copyright 2024 

 
 

 
 
 

mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://www.gov.uk/ofsted

