
Inspection of Junior Adventures Group 
@ Hatfield AL10
Community Free School, Briars Lane, Hatfield, Hertfordshire AL10 8ES

Inspection date: 18 April 2024

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not Met (with actions)



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Changes to the management and staff team since the last inspection have led to 
improvements at the club. Staff use the knowledge from behaviour management 
training to provide children with consistent messages regarding their behaviour. 
Staff implement successful strategies to gain children's attention and children 
respond swiftly to these. For instance, children copy the clapping and finger clicking 
rhythms staff use when they want to speak to the whole group together.

Staff now implement well planned and structured sessions, which help children to 
remain engaged throughout their time at the club. Children take an active role in 
planning the activities they complete. Staff hold weekly meetings with children, 
sharing the options for activities with them. They hold discussions together about 
what they have enjoyed and what they would like to complete during the following 
week. This helps children to have a sense of belonging and teaches them that staff 
appreciate their views and opinions.

Staff prepare a range of healthy snack options for children. This process now 
ensures that the food children eat is fresh when served. Staff invite children to be 
'helpers' at snack time. Children eagerly raise their hands to have a turn, washing 
their hands and putting on aprons. They help staff to lay everything out before 
serving their friends, following the instructions staff give them well.  

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children settle well when they arrive from school. They are familiar with the 
arrival routine, which is now fully embedded. They hang up their bags and wash 
their hands, before settling quickly to an activity of their choosing. Children all 
participate in registration time and discuss the rules which are in place. Staff 
encourage older children to read these out and this helps the youngest children 
who attend to fully understand what staff expect from them. The oldest children 
act as positive role models for the younger children and engage in games with 
them. As a result, the club has a calm and friendly atmosphere.

n Staff feel happy and receive effective support in their roles. They speak 
positively about the range of training opportunities on offer. Regular discussions 
with the manager help them to identify appropriate areas to develop their 
knowledge further. This provides children with consistently positive interactions 
with all of the staff who work at the club.

n Children enjoy playing outside. For instance, they enjoy playing parachute 
games with staff. However, when it is time for another activity to begin indoors, 
children are sometimes unclear about the options they have. For example, some 
children would prefer to remain outside to play. Staff do not fully communicate 
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the choices that children have in advance, so that they have time to consider 
what activity they would like to do next.

n A number of improvements have taken place to meet the requirements of the 
club's registration. The manager and staff have reflected on the arrangement of 
the space children use. For instance, staff have moved furniture to create more 
space for children to play independently on the floor. However, staff are still 
developing this further. They have not yet fully considered the layout of the 
room to ensure that children have space to sit together, such as during snack 
time. As a result, occasionally children become distracted by toys or activities at 
the table. Additionally, they do not have the opportunity to hold discussions or 
interact with one another purposefully as they eat. 

n The manager of the club also works in the school. She uses a range of strategies 
and ideas from the school at the club and this helps to provide children with 
consistency between the settings they attend. For example, children use their 
name cards to communicate with staff how they feel, placing their name card 
under the relevant feeling picture. This helps staff to engage children in sensitive 
discussions to talk about their day if needed. Communication between parents, 
the staff at the club, and school staff is highly effective. This benefits the 
children who attend. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2566748

Local authority Hertfordshire

Inspection number 10305821

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 38

Number of children on roll 170

Name of registered person Junior Adventures Group UK Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP901001

Telephone number 07803 887610

Date of previous inspection 18 May 2023

Information about this early years setting

Junior Adventures Group at Hatfield AL10 registered in 2020 and operates from The 
Community Free School in Hatfield. The group operates from Monday to Friday. It 
offers a breakfast club from 7.45am to 8.45am and after-school care from 3pm to 
6pm. The group employs three members of childcare staff. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jenny Hardy

Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n Children and parents spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n The inspector viewed documentation to demonstrate the suitability of staff.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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