
Inspection of Hummingbirds Nursery 
and Preschool
Austrey C Of E School, St Nicholas Close, Austrey, Atherstone CV9 3EQ

Inspection date: 15 April 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Leaders and staff at this nursery provide a warm and highly nurturing environment 
for children. Staff build strong relationships with children and their families from the 
moment they start attending. They get to know children well and show genuine 
interest in their family lives. Staff are responsive, and they quickly learn how to 
meet children's individual needs. As a result, the nursery imitates a homely space 
with a natural family feeling.  

Leaders have worked hard to design a curriculum that helps to build on children's 
existing skills and prepare them for their next stage of learning. There is a strong 
focus on developing relationships and helping children to become confident 
communicators. Leaders and staff are tuned in to children's interests and use what 
they know about them to plan exciting and motivating learning opportunities. 

Children are caring and compassionate. The skilled and caring staff are excellent 
role models. They thread kindness and empathy throughout daily routines. As a 
result, children display this behaviour to their friends. For example, they ask how 
each other are feeling, and they notice when their friends have hurt themselves 
and make sure they are ok. Leaders and staff create reward systems that include 
kindness certificates, which children receive for showing care to their friends. This 
helps children to feel valued and teaches them more complex emotional responses. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children are confident and curious. The well-implemented curriculum supports 
children to learn a variety of skills. For example, staff help children to plant 
seeds and grow their own food. Staff support children to recognise the 
difference in the size of seeds and show them pictures of what their seeds will 
grow in to. Children learn that seeds need water to grow and take ownership 
over these tasks. This helps children to develop knowledge about the world 
around them.

n Communication and language development is given a strong focus within the 
curriculum. Staff constantly speak to children and narrate what they are doing 
throughout the day. Children are exposed to a wide variety of language, and 
they learn to use words such as 'sticky' and 'gooey' to describe the texture of 
materials. There are occasions, however, when staff slip into using incorrect 
pronunciation of words when speaking to children. For example, they say 
'froggies' for frogs and 'grapies' for grapes. This does not support children's 
development of communication as fully as possible.

n Children are imaginative, and they learn to express their thoughts and ideas. 
Staff ask open-ended questions that prompts children to think. However, there 
are times when staff do not always give children time to process their questions, 
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and they provide an answer too quickly. As a result, children do not always have 
the opportunity to fully extend their learning. 

n Leaders are passionate and dedicated to providing high-quality learning 
experiences for children. They spend time with staff and children and regularly 
reflect on where they can make improvements. They identify areas of weakness 
and are proactive in addressing these. They work with local authority advisers to 
make changes to the curriculum and the learning environment. Consequently, 
children experience a nursery that is continuously improving. 

n Leaders and staff support children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities (SEND) well. They identify where there are delays in development 
and swiftly implement learning plans to help these children make progress. They 
work closely with parents to review children's development. However, leaders 
and staff lack knowledge about local processes. They recognise this as a 
weakness and are keen to engage with other professionals to attend training 
and improve their knowledge in this aspect. That said, parents of children with 
SEND are happy with the progress they make. 

n Leaders and staff are keen to develop their own knowledge and skills. They 
undertake mandatory training to ensure that they fulfil their responsibilities. Staff 
meet regularly to review what they offer to children and are receptive to 
implementing changes. Leaders monitor staff's practice and ensure that any 
training they receive is having a positive effect on children's experiences. 

n Parents are highly complimentary of the care children receive. They describe 
staff as caring and friendly and comment on the strong relationships they have 
formed. They know what their children are learning and appreciate the helpful 
guidance they get to support their children's learning further at home. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to use the language they want children to learn so that their 
communication development is supported even further

n give children time to process information and respond to questions
n provide leaders and staff with the training they need to fully support children 

with SEND and help them to make even better progress. 

Inspection report: Hummingbirds Nursery and Preschool
15 April 2025 3



Setting details
Unique reference number 2733666

Local authority Warwickshire

Inspection number 10390626

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 39

Number of children on roll 30

Name of registered person Hummingbirds Nursery...Learning To Fly Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number 2733664

Telephone number 07904791226

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Hummingbirds Nursery and Preschool registered in 2023. The nursery employs nine 
members of childcare staff. Of whom, five hold appropriate early years 
qualifications at level 2 and above. The nursery is open from 7.30am to 6pm, 
Monday to Friday, all year round, except for two weeks at Christmas. The nursery 
offers the government funded places for childcare.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Christine Ward
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Inspection activities

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want the children to learn.

n Children spoke with the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n Staff spoke to the inspector about how they support children with SEND.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector and the manager carried out a joint observation of a group 

activity.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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