
Inspection of Jack in the Box at Kings 
Langley
The Scout Hut, Kings Langley, Hertfordshire WD4 9HT

Inspection date: 21 November 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive happy and excited at the setting, separating from their main carers 
with ease. Strong settling-in processes support children to quickly build up 
relationships with their key person. The staff team has an effective buddy system. 
This means children always have an adult in the setting who they have a trusting 
relationship with.

Staff create a well-thought-out environment that excites children, and they quickly 
become engaged. Staff use their knowledge of their key children to plan activities 
that ignite their curiosity. For example, a loose-parts tray encourages children to 
develop their imagination. Across the setting, children are always engaged. They 
access activities with purpose and enjoy the challenges created for them.

Children at the setting behave well and are caring and respectful to each other. 
Children enjoy playing together. Staff support children to learn to share and respect 
each other's space. Staff are calm and positive role models for children. This helps 
to create a warm and nurturing environment for everyone. At mealtimes, children 
enjoy talking to each other and the staff. They discuss how their morning has been 
and what they have to eat in their lunch boxes. This promotes children's 
communication and language development.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n All staff support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
(SEND) well. Staff have good knowledge of when to get outside agencies in. 
Staff successfully implement targets and use consistent strategies that support 
children to learn. For example, a visual timetable helps children to know what is 
expected of them within the setting routine. All children, including those with 
SEND, make good progress in their learning.

n The outside environment provides children with a large space where they can 
build on their physical skills and their understanding of the world around them. 
Children's natural curiosity leads them to find some ice while outside. Staff talk 
to the children about what they have found and how it came to be there. The 
children talk about how cold it makes their hands as it melts on them.

n Staff teach children how to keep their bodies healthy. They share healthy lunch 
box ideas with parents and talk to children about their food choices at lunchtime. 
Staff use yoga to help children develop ways of managing their breathing. They 
talk about how stretching can help to keep their bodies 'happy and healthy'.

n The setting prides itself on the relationships they build with children and their 
families right from the start. Information gathered about children's lives and 
learning is used by key persons to create activities that help to close any gaps in 
their learning. Children actively invite staff to join in their play, allowing staff to 
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scaffold learning and embed previous learning. As a result, children are 
supported to make consistently good progress.

n The setting utilises the local community well to build on the experiences children 
gain. Based on staff's knowledge of children's previous life experiences, the 
setting has a visit to the local library planned. This will support children to 
develop a deeper love of books. The setting's Christmas show takes place at the 
local church, and the whole community is invited in to watch and share 
experiences together. 

n Parents' comments about the setting are overwhelmingly positive. They talk of 
the high levels of communication and the large amount of information that is 
regularly shared. Parents enjoy the activity ideas that they receive and the 
parent packs that they can borrow to support their children's learning at home. 
Parents appreciate how approachable and caring the staff are.

n Staff work well together, and their morale is good. The manager values the staff 
team and provides effective support. Staff enjoy working at the nursery and say 
they feel valued and supported to do a good job. However, sometimes, staff do 
not consider how to differentiate activities to ensure that all children have rich 
learning opportunities. The leadership team has not sought further ways to 
ensure staff embed the intended curriculum and have a deeper knowledge of 
teaching and learning.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n continue to build on the already good practice, seeking further ways to enhance 
staff's professional development that focuses on deepening their knowledge of 
teaching and learning in line with the setting's intended curriculum. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2694269

Local authority Hertfordshire

Inspection number 10363596

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 41

Number of children on roll 59

Name of registered person Jack in the Box Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number 2694266

Telephone number 07961120231

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Jack in the Box at Kings Langley is a pack away setting operating from a Scout Hut 
in Kings Langley. The setting operates a breakfast club from 8am until 9am, 
sessional care from 9am until 3pm, and a tea club from 3pm until 4pm. The setting 
employs 10 members of staff, of whom eight hold an appropriate early years 
qualification at level 3. The pre-school provides funded early education for two-, 
three- and four-year-old children.  

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lisa Smith
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Inspection activities

n The inspector carried out a learning walk with leaders and discussed how the 
curriculum was delivered.

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning. 

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of 
staff.

n The inspector and manager carried out a joint observation. 
n The inspector held discussions with staff, children and parents at appropriate 

times during the inspection. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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