
Inspection of Ingleby Barwick 
Children's Day Nursery
William Crosthwaite Avenue, Teeside Industrial Estate, Thornaby, Stockton-on-Tees 
TS17 9LX

Inspection date: 9 September 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and safe in this nursery. They have secure attachments with all 
staff and their key persons. Staff are caring, friendly and welcoming, which helps 
children to settle quickly. Staff plan a curriculum which takes account of what 
individual children need to learn next. They know what they want children to learn 
during activities. Children quickly become engaged in the motivating and 
challenging activities on offer. Children behave very well. Staff continually praise 
children to help them understand what they have done well. Children learn to 
share, take turns and respect each other. Older children talk about what makes 
them happy and sad, and learn to identify their emotions. 

Children have lots of opportunities to develop their physical skills. Babies crawl into 
the ball pool, pull themselves to standing and have lots of room to practise their 
walking. Older children climb up the ladders and glide down the slide. They propel 
themselves around on ride-on bicycles, being careful not to bump into other 
children. All children play outdoors in the fresh air each day. Children investigate 
throughout the day. Babies sit in a sandpit, emptying and filling sand into different 
containers. Older children explore autumn-themed natural resources, discussing 
the different smells and resources.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager makes sure that the nursery is inclusive and welcomes all children. 
She wants all children to make the best possible progress. The manager liaises 
with and refers to external professionals, such as speech and language 
therapists. This helps children catch up in their development.

n Staff read books with children throughout the day. They encourage children to 
join in with songs and rhymes, which helps develop develop their early literacy 
skills. Staff use puppets to engage children when listening to stories. Children 
are encouraged to use the nursery's library to take books home to share with 
their parents.

n Staff provide healthy, home-cooked food for children throughout the day. They 
make sure that drinking water is always available for all children. Babies happily 
have a go at feeding themselves. Older children eagerly self-serve nutritious 
meals at lunchtime, such as fish pie, and pour their drinks.

n Children learn the importance of looking after themselves and leading a healthy 
lifestyle. Staff share information with parents to support their children's oral 
health. Children learn the importance of washing their hands and brushing their 
teeth regularly throughout the day.

n Staff listen carefully to children and comment on what they are doing. They 
introduce new words to children to help to extend their vocabulary. Children 
learn to hold conversations and express their views. They are confident 
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communicators.
n The manager recognises that some staff would benefit from extending their 

knowledge of how to support children's language development. For example, at 
times, staff do not remove babies' dummies when they are speaking or babbling. 
Staff collect key words in children's home languages from parents. However, 
they do not use these words consistently to help children, who are learning 
English as an additional language to understand what is being said to them.

n Staff provide parents with daily information and photos about the activities 
which their children take part in. Comments from parents are positive. Parents 
state that staff are warm, welcoming and professional. However, staff do not 
consistently share detailed information with all parents about what their children 
need to learn next, to provide continuity in children's learning.

n The manager celebrates staff's achievements, such as displaying these on a 
'shout-out board'. Staff's morale is very high, and they all feel valued and well 
supported. They work well  together as team, benefiting from regular 
supervision sessions and peer observations, to help to extend their practice 
further.

n Children have many opportunities to develop their fine-motor skills, in 
preparation for early writing. Babies explore dough, squeezing it and rolling it 
between their fingers. Toddlers make marks with rollers, and paint on large 
pieces of paper. Older children begin have a go at writing for a purpose.

n Staff promote children's mathematical development well during play. They model 
counting, and encourage children to recognise shapes and colours. Children 
explore speed and direction when they investigate pushing toy vehicles up and 
down ramps.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff understand how to keep children safe. The premises are safe and secure, and 
no unauthorised persons can gain entry. The manager provides staff with lots of 
training to enable them to recognise the signs and symptoms of abuse. They 
understand a range of child protection issues. All staff hold a valid first-aid 
certificate. They know how to respond to accidents and manage medication 
appropriately. Children's allergies, dietary and medical needs are managed well by 
staff. Babies, who are sleeping, are checked regularly by staff.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n extend staff's knowledge of how to support children's language development
n share consistent and precise information with parents about what their children 

need to learn next. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 305965

Local authority Stockton-on-Tees

Inspection number 10229400

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 68

Number of children on roll 46

Name of registered person Nunthorpe Nurseries Group Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP911209

Telephone number 01642 764606

Date of previous inspection 26 October 2016

Information about this early years setting

Ingleby Barwick Children's Day Nursery registered in 1998 and is located in 
Thornaby, Stockton-on-Tees. The nursery employs 10 members of childcare staff. 
Of these, six hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 or above. The 
nursery opens all year round, from 7.30am until 6pm, Monday to Friday, except for 
bank holidays and a week at Christmas. It also offers out-of-school care for 
children aged five to eight years. The nursery provides funded early education for 
two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Melanie Vincent
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the setting.

n The manager led the inspector on a learning walk. She discussed with the 
inspector how staff organise and plan the curriculum, environment and 
experiences for children.

n The inspector observed the quality of education during activities indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector and the manager evaluated children's learning together during an 
adult-planned activity in the pre-school room.

n The inspector held a meeting with the manager and the area manager. She 
looked at relevant documentation, including evidence of the suitability of staff 
working in the nursery and their qualifications.

n The inspector spoke with staff and children during the inspection. She spoke to 
parents and carers during the inspection, and took account of their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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