Oféted

raising standards
improving lives

Inspection of Dawn until Dusk Ltd at
Harrold Lower School

Harrold Lower School, The Green, Bedford MK43 7DB

Inspection date: 22 November 2022

The quality and This Met
standards of early inspection
years provision

Previous Outstanding
inspection



Ofsted

What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children are happy and enjoy the time they spend at this friendly after-school club.
Staff collect children from their classrooms and are swift to engage them in
discussions about their day at school. For example, some children have returned
from a school trip. The enthusiastic staff encourage children to share their
experiences and the interesting new facts they have learned.

Once in the club building, children are eager to explore the large variety of age-
appropriate activities staff skilfully prepare. Staff have in-depth knowledge of all
children, and carefully plan resources and activities to meet a wide variety of
interests. For example, staff and children engage well in football and tennis
matches. Alternatively, children can choose to relax in the cosy reading area or
complete a variety of craft activities.

Children form close bonds with one another. Older children support their younger
friends in completing tasks, and engage well with them in play. All children have a
good understanding of taking turns and cooperate well in activities. For example,
children choose to play in the outdoor area. They vote on which section of the
playground they will explore. Children respect the final decision and all join in
playing outdoor games.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B Parents speak highly of the club and staff. They comment on how their children
enjoy attending and are reluctant to leave. Parents deeply value the nurturing
support staff give to children, especially during periods of personal stress.

m Children are developing a good understanding of healthy lifestyles. They enjoy a
variety of fruit and vegetables for snacks, as well as a warm tea in the evening.
Children of all ages have a good understanding of essential hygiene procedures.
They know to wash their hands after messy activities, and before meals, to stop
germs spreading.

m Staff develop effective working relationships with the host school and pre-
school. The pre-school manager speaks highly of staff and how they
communicate children's routines. Staff take the time to gather information about
children's time at school. This enables them to identify children who may have
struggled during the day, and offer additional support where necessary.

m Children are aware of the rules of the club and why they are in place. Staff
support this by mirroring the school's approach to behaviour management and
the strategies they use. This ensures consistency and supports children's positive
behaviour.

m Children show high levels of curiosity in their play. Staff encourage this by

Inspection report: Dawn until Dusk Ltd at Harrold Lower School 2
22 November 2022



Oféted

allowing children to explore activities at their own pace. Staff ask age-
appropriate questions and support children to reach their own conclusions. For
example, children are curious about the various textures of slime in a sensory
activity. Staff encourage them to make their own slime. They explore the effects
that different quantities of ingredients have on their creations.

W Staff communicate well with families. Parents stay informed about children's
time at the after-school club with daily updates. Staff send out regular
newsletters to make parents aware of planning themes and to highlight future
events. Parents have the opportunity to offer feedback on the care the club
provides, by completing regular feedback questionnaires.

B The provider has highly effective recruitment and induction procedures in place
to ensure all staff are suitable to work with children. All new staff complete
robust safeguarding and first-aid training to support children's safety. The
provider completes regular appraisals on all staff to monitor their performance
and well-being. Staff have access to a variety of online training opportunities to
support their development.

m Children in the after-school club form close relationships with one another. Staff
create an environment where children are encouraged to participate in sociable
group activities. However, staff do not make best use of daily routines to
support children's social development. Mealtimes are not well organised and, as
a result, children eat at different times. Staff are focused on tasks, rather than
creating a sociable mealtime for children to enjoy together.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff demonstrate a good understanding of safeguarding. They are aware of the
signs and symptoms which could indicate that a child is at risk from abuse, and the
correct process to follow when reporting concerns. Staff conduct regular risk
assessments, both indoors and in the extensive outdoor area. They complete
regular headcounts and use walkie-talkies to communicate children's whereabouts
to one another.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection humber

Type of provision

Registers

Day care type

Age range of children at time of
inspection

Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number

Telephone number
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

EY485105

Bedford

10233960

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Out-of-school day care
2to 10

32
31
Dawn Until Dusk Ltd

RP902292

07824442230
9 February 2017

Information about this early years setting

Dawn until Dusk Ltd at Harrold Lower School registered in 2014. The club employs
two members of childcare staff. Of these, one holds an appropriate early years
qualification at level 3. The club opens from 7.30am until 9am and 3pm until 6pm,

Monday to Friday, term time only.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Antonia Campbell
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Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

B The inspector and provider took a tour of the club. They discussed how the club
is organised and the play opportunities provided for children.

B The inspector considered the views of parents by speaking to several during the
inspection.

B The inspector spoke to staff and children at appropriate times during the
inspection.

B The inspector looked at relevant documents, including evidence of the suitability
of all staff.

B The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children during
activities.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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