
Inspection of Inspirations Montessori 
Nursery School
Enfield Cricket Club, Lincoln Road, Enfield EN1 2RY

Inspection date: 29 November 2024

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children thrive in this highly inviting and stimulating nursery. Staff create inspiring 
learning environments that engage children's interests and enable them to make 
choices about their play. They provide an enormous range of high-quality resources 
and ensure that children have ample time to learn through play. As a result, 
children are deeply engaged. For example, children work in collaboration to 
develop their problem-solving skills. They build structures using large blocks, and 
they say, 'not there, it's going to fall'. Children have a passion for learning and are 
ready to move on to school. They are happy, settled and motivated learners. 

Teaching is inspirational. Staff skilfully combine Montessori principles with the early 
years foundation stage framework. This creates a curriculum that is exciting, 
challenging and well sequenced, igniting children's curiosity for learning. Staff have 
a very clear understanding of what they want children to learn. Teaching is adapted 
to meet the individual needs of the children. This leads to children making excellent 
progress in all areas of learning. 

Children's behaviour is exceptional and highly considerate. Staff work diligently with 
children to display impeccable manners and high levels of respect for all. They 
independently learn to share and take turns with toys and resources. For example, 
when a child wants to play with a toy that another child is already playing with, 
they fetch the sand timer. They tell staff and the other child that it will be their turn 
with the toy when the sand runs out.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Promoting children's communication and language skills is a high priority. Staff 
use pictures, labels and children's home languages to support children's 
understanding of language. For instance, children share pipettes to squirt water, 
and they laugh and giggle as they watch patterns appear. Staff narrate children's 
thoughts and ideas, which enables them to think. Children talk about the 
creatures that live in the sea. They learn words, such as 'floating' and 'deep'. 
They are confident in communicating and use a rich vocabulary.

n Children's core strength, large movement and manipulative skills develop 
exceedingly well. They have access to plenty of space in a truly inspirational 
outside area, where they run and climb. During an activity, children run when 
lights turn green and stop when red, they then do star jumps. Children run up 
hills with ease and control. They eagerly touch their chests to feel their hearts 
beating fast and listen with curiosity and intent. Enthusiastic staff explain that 
the heart beats fast when the body works hard. 

n Staff are exceedingly skilful in promoting meaningful mathematical learning. 
They make daily use of mathematical language, such as working out how many 
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children are present and if there are more children than staff. Children count 
through songs and activities. They compare 'small' and 'large' as they look at the 
aeroplanes in the sky. Children count the number of dots on paper and write the 
number. They have an abundance of opportunities to practise. Consistently high-
quality teaching ensures that they make excellent progress.

n Children develop excellent levels of independence. Younger children persevere 
as they take off their coats and boots. They seek support from an adult if 
needed. Children find their slippers and put them on and self-register. They 
demonstrate strong self-care skills as they wash their hands and collect their 
lunch boxes.

n Children develop a deep understanding of their own uniqueness. They learn to 
embrace similarities and differences. Parents share food and stories about their 
cultures and ways of life during festivals, international week and Black History 
Month. Experiences, such as distributing food for harvest festival in the local 
area, further enrich the curriculum to ensure that children develop a strong 
understanding of the local community and wider world.

n Staff provide children with an inclusive learning environment. Plans for children 
with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) and for those who 
speak English as an additional language are excellent. Highly consistent teaching 
and interventions are precisely targeted. For example, staff include targets from 
other professionals into children's support plans. All children make rapid progress 
in relation to their individual starting points. This means that all children are 
superbly prepared for their next stage of learning.

n Managers collaborate closely with the staff at every opportunity. Together, their 
continuous drive to strengthen the opportunities children have access to is 
inspiring. Staff's well-being is a priority. Effective and meaningful staff 
supervision sessions are in place. Managers have created a very skilled and 
dedicated staff team.

n Partnerships with parents are extremely strong. Parents comment on the 
'incredible progress' their children are making. They say that with phenomenal 
support from the nursery their children have gained confidence and thrive. They 
praise the nursery for the exemplary experiences and care for their children. 
Home-learning activities are provided for parents so learning can continue to be 
embedded at home. This ensures very high levels of consistency for children.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY538890

Local authority Enfield

Inspection number 10364278

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 28

Number of children on roll 37

Name of registered person Anthonisz, Helen Shirley Ann

Registered person unique 
reference number RP538889

Telephone number 07887507542

Date of previous inspection 16 January 2019

Information about this early years setting

Inspirations Montessori Nursery School registered in 2016 and is located in the 
London Borough of Enfield. The nursery is open every weekday, from 9am until 
3.30pm, term time only. There are five members of staff, the majority of whom 
hold appropriate early years qualifications. The manager has achieved early years 
professional status. The nursery offers the government funded places for childcare. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jaswinder Rakhra
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Inspection activities

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want the children to learn.

n Children spoke to the inspector about what they were doing during the activities.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a group activity with the 

manager.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed the evidence of 

the suitability of staff working in the nursery.
n The inspector spoke to the manager about the leadership and management of 

the nursery.
n Parents shared their views of the nursery with the inspector.
n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 

they support children with SEND.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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