
Inspection of Energy Kidz out of 
school club
St. Nicolas C Of E (a) Infant School, Portsmouth Road, Guildford, Surrey GU2 4YD

Inspection date: 18 October 2021

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children are happy and sociable. Throughout the session, there is the sound of 
cheerful chatter and laughter. Children greet visitors with curiosity and talk about 
their experiences at the club. They demonstrate independence and eagerly select 
the games or toys that they want to play with. During the inspection, younger 
children chose to play with a cornflour mixture. They explored how it felt and what 
happened when they used their fingers to make marks. Children showed staff and 
friends, inviting more children to join them and advising that an apron should be 
worn for this activity. 

Children form close relationships with the staff, who treat them with kindness and 
respect. This helps children to feel valued and welcome. Children's behaviour is 
good, and they enjoy each other's company. They follow the routines that are in 
place to keep them safe, such as asking to leave the hall to use the toilet. Children 
listen carefully to the staff and understand the rules of the club. For instance, they 
know that they need to walk indoors and be kind to others. 

Older children are mindful of the needs of the youngest children. For example, they 
kindly involve them in a game, explaining the rules and strategies of where best to 
place the tokens. Children are very confident and talk easily about their likes and 
dislikes. For instance, during snack, children talk about the choices of fruit and if 
they are a healthy option.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Managers in the club, and of the company, support staff extremely well. There 
are clear roles and responsibilities that help to ensure the club runs efficiently 
and safely. Staff show they are happy and confident in their work. This helps to 
provide a high-quality experience for the children.

n Staff know children's unique personalities well. They are sensitive to children's 
feelings and recognise when they need support or space to unwind. Staff pay 
good attention to children's interests. They plan activities and provide interesting 
materials and resources for children to explore and be creative with. For 
example, children concentrate intently as they make delicate jewellery from 
different beads. 

n Children describe their time at the club as 'brilliant' and 'fun'. They value the 
staff, who are 'kind' and 'friendly'. Children recall happy memories about 
experiences at the club, such as a party with pass the parcel. They look forward 
to attending the club after a long day of learning at school. They settle quickly, 
and clearly feel secure at the club. 

n The manager is dedicated to her role. She is committed to creating an 
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environment in which children flourish. The manager actively seeks the views of 
parents and children, and uses these ideas to improve practice. Staff reflect on 
what children enjoy, and discuss how they can improve their practice, share 
ideas and make suggestions. They work well together and act as good role 
models for the children.

n Staff establish positive relationships with parents. For instance, staff feed back 
to parents about their child's time at the club. The information board is kept up 
to date with activities and future events at the club. Parents praise the staff's 
communication and how they work to understand each child's needs. They talk 
about how much their children enjoy attending the club and how they have fun 
and often do not want to leave.

n Staff support children well to enjoy healthy lifestyles and make sure they can 
play outdoors if they want to. Children enjoy a selection of healthy snacks, such 
as ham, crackers, tomatoes and fruit. Staff encourage them to be independent. 
However, this can lead to a queue of children waiting to choose their snack, 
which leads to children becoming bored. Staff remind children about good 
hygiene practices, such as regular handwashing and drinking water.

n Staff have established good working relationships with the host school. They talk 
to teachers to exchange key information. Staff find out about children's 
experiences in school so that they can plan activities that complement children's 
learning. 

n Children are keen to tell the inspector about their favourite things to do at the 
club and which toys and resources they like best. They particularly enjoy the 
variety of craft and art activities. For instance, children explain how to make 
paper plate dinosaurs and select which colour of paint for the body. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

A designated manager takes the lead role in ensuring children and staff are 
safeguarded effectively. She supports staff and ensures they have relevant 
safeguarding training. Staff demonstrate a good understanding of how to keep 
children safe and know the procedures to follow should they have any concerns 
about a child. Recruitment and vetting arrangements are rigorous. This helps to 
ensure that staff working with children are suitable for their role. The manager 
completes thorough risk assessments in order to help to ensure the safety of 
children while attending the club. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY559956

Local authority Surrey

Inspection number 10194195

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 8

Total number of places 32

Number of children on roll 242

Name of registered person Energy Kidz Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP901001

Telephone number 07970499197

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Energy Kidz out of school club at St. Nicolas Infant School registered in 2018. It is 
located in Guildford, Surrey. The club operates Monday to Friday, from 7.30am to 
9am, and from 3pm to 6pm, term time only. There are additional holiday clubs 
offered for children at this site. The club employs three members of staff, one of 
whom holds a level 3 qualification.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Amanda Harrison
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n The inspector observed the quality of staff interactions with children during 
activities, and assessed the impact this has on children's experiences. Children 
shared their own feedback with the inspector.

n The inspector held discussions with staff and parents at appropriate times during 
the inspection. 

n The manager and the inspector completed a tour of the setting and discussed 
how the play environment is organised. 

n Appropriate documentation was scrutinised by the inspector, including 
documents pertaining to the suitability of staff and first-aid certificates.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2021

Inspection report: Energy Kidz out of school club
18 October 2021 6

http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

