
Inspection of Kids Planet Westerhope
Westerhope Village Nursery, 384 Stamfordham Road, Newcastle Upon Tyne NE5 
5HE

Inspection date: 11 June 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Attentive staff provide warm, gentle and consistent care. This helps to create a 
supportive atmosphere where children feel safe and content. Routines flow with the 
children's needs, which helps to ensure that their physical and emotional well-being 
is supported very well. Babies happily explore the environment, showing trust in 
the nurturing staff. Older children are extremely confident. They introduce 
themselves to the inspector and chat about what they like to do in nursery. 

The curriculum helps all children to make progress and achieve well. Overall, staff 
support their learning effectively. For example, they join in a 'party' that children 
plan and encourage them to use their imagination and extend their ideas. Staff's 
accurate assessments of children's learning help to identify priorities for the 
curriculum. For example, they know that some children need more support with 
their language skills, and this becomes a strong focus during activities. Children 
become increasingly articulate and develop confidence in their speaking.   

Relationships between staff and children reflect a culture of respect and kindness. 
Children demonstrate strong social skills, taking their friends by the hand to join 
them in their play. Staff model positive behaviours. They clearly explain their 
expectations, which helps children to understand boundaries and to learn right 
from wrong. Children learn good manners, for example, when they politely say 
'excuse me please' when approaching staff to talk to them.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The nursery is filled with laughter and smiles. Staff take account of children's 
interests and plan enjoyable activities that appeal to them. This inspires children, 
and they are eager to join in. Babies explore musical instruments and wiggle to 
the sounds they make. Toddlers splash in the water tray, enjoying the barefoot 
experience. Older children concentrate while planting seeds. Children are curious 
and happy learners.

n Children's personal, social and language development are a priority for staff. 
They diligently focus on these areas of development, which helps to give 
children a secure foundation for their learning. However, this emphasis slightly 
limits the curriculum breadth across other areas of learning. For example, staff 
do not plan as consistently to support older children's literacy and mathematical 
development to help children to strengthen their good skills and knowledge even 
further. 

n Physical development is supported very well. Key staff provide guidance and 
coaching to children to help them to develop their strength, balance and 
coordination. Children make particularly good progress in this area of learning. 
They run and climb with confidence. They demonstrate increasing physical 

Inspection report: Kids Planet Westerhope
11 June 2025 2



ability and resilience, for example, during outdoor play. They try hard and keep 
going when moving across the obstacle course in the garden.

n Leaders have developed a bespoke programme to evaluate their provision. They 
scrutinise practice and identify minor aspects of teaching to strengthen. For 
example, they note that staff do not always support children to build knowledge 
with the right level of challenge, and some children lack the prior skills needed 
to succeed. However, this programme is in the early stages of implementation. 

n Parents feel very involved in their children's early education. They welcome 
staff's guidance for supporting children's learning at home and appreciate how 
well they know their children. Partnerships with other professionals help staff to 
provide tailored learning plans for children. This is particularly effective for 
children with special educational needs and/or disabilities. They are supported 
extremely well to fully participate in nursery life and to learn more.

n Children show increasing concentration skills and resilience. Staff encourage 
their independent exploration, while quickly noticing those who might need 
some support in their play. For example, they join children at the train track and 
show them how to take their train up and down the hill. Children show a love of 
learning. They develop positive attitudes that help to prepare them well for later 
life and learning. 

n During familiar routines, such as meal times, staff teach children about ways to 
stay healthy. For example, children learn why they must wash their hands and 
talk about the benefits of the freshly cooked, healthy meals that they enjoy. 
Plenty of opportunities for fresh air and exercise further support their physical 
and mental well-being.  

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n help staff to implement the curriculum for mathematics and literacy more 
consistently to help children to make even better progress in these areas of 
learning

n strengthen staff's understanding of how to sequence the curriculum and help 
children to build even more successfully on what they already know and can do.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2739922

Local authority Newcastle upon Tyne

Inspection number 10399601

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 90

Number of children on roll 165

Name of registered person Kids Planet Day Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP900964

Telephone number 0191 2860592

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Kids Planet Westerhope registered in 2023. It is located in the Westerhope area of 
Newcastle upon Tyne. Opening hours are from 7.45am to 5.45pm, Monday to 
Friday. The nursery is open all year round, except for bank holidays. There are 23 
staff members who work directly with children. Of these, 12 hold a relevant early 
years qualification at level 3 or above, including one early years teacher. The 
nursery provides government-funded early education and receives additional 
funding for disadvantaged children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Clare Wilkins
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Inspection activities

n The inspector viewed the nursery and discussed the safety and suitability of the 
premises.

n The manager accompanied the inspector on a learning walk. She talked about 
how the nursery is organised and about the aims for the early years curriculum.

n The inspector observed staff's teaching, both indoors and outdoors, and 
assessed the impact this is having on the children's outcomes.

n The manager and the inspector observed an activity and evaluated it together.
n The inspector spoke to staff and the children at appropriate times during the 

inspection.
n Leaders met with the inspector to discuss the leadership and management of the 

setting. 
n The inspector looked at relevant documents, including evidence of the suitability 

checks carried out on staff.
n Parents spoke to the inspector to share their views about the nursery. The 

inspector also looked at written feedback from other parents and took account of 
their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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